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THe DECALOGUE OF EXODUS 20. 
Analysis. 


_INTRODUCTOON: 
le State:of the Decalogue Question. 
Critical study of the:-past few decades has led scholars of re- 
nown to array themselves,.generally speaking, into two camos; 
the one holding the. traditional view that tne decalogue.in some 
form dates back to Moses, the other contending that tals code of 
ten moral principles is a product of later years. 
lie Critical Assumptions Made at the Geginning of this Investigation. 
The: chief constituent varts of the. OeTe, Jy HE, Py, were probably 
united by the foliowing editorial processes: JE, the result of 


_.the union of the:two early prophetic narratives, was later joined 


with De P was composed in after years es e basis of the present 


_ Pentateuch and the combined JED was worked in with it. 
iii. Limitation of the. Theme. 


The Decalogue of Ex. 20-2-17 and not. The Decalogue merely rorms 
the themes Other codes and so-called decalogues are considered, 
but it would diffuse the discussion too much to include them 


_ in the principle. investigation. 
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iv. The Aim.of.this Dissertation. 
(a) To provide.a consistent theory of the rise of this decalogue. 
__(b) To this end, to examine.its historical background, in order 
_(c) To fix upon a date when it most probably come. into being. 
_The: work falls.into two.main parts. 
PART I. EXPOSITION OF. THE. FACTS CONCERNED. 


te Analysis of the Decalogue of Exodus 20.2-17. 


_(a) The. Texte 
Translation of the Massoretic Text. 

Variations found in the Septuagint trsnslation. 

Comparison of MT and LXX with Papyrus Nesh (N), which contains 
-.. the: oldest known copy of this detalogue. 
.(@®) Analysis of the Texte . 

Four "words" (I-IV) have a direct religious bearing; two con- 
cern the family life;(V,VII); while: the remainder sre ethical 
praptipies bearing upon: the social and community life. 

. Interesting paralleis for all these, except X, (Dte5 ceing 

s eery out of consideration) are.to be found. 
c) Some of the.Questions that the Analysis Occasions. 

) Wich is the, Coast BE. 2022-17 or Dt 506-217 
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Anaiysis ii 
(iii) Why are :the first two "words". in Ex 20 framed. in tho. 
first person singular and the others in the third? 

_ (iv) How shall the narrative in K.19 to 34 be understood? 

2..The Literary Setting of the Decalocue of Fx 20. 
_(a). The: Judean narrative: (J). 
_(b). The Ephraimite narrative. (E). 
(As far as each can now be traced in the composite story.) 
_(c). The Book of the Covenant (BC). 

_(i).The BC dees not answer as a continuation of the decalogue. 
in Ex.20, but rather shows evidence that it is a distinct 
document. 

_(ii). The: BC resembles Ex 34 rather than 20.2-17. 
(iii) Deut. chapters 12-26 is an expansion of the BC, but the. 
3 ' ‘decalogue corresponding to that in Ex 20 appears in Dt 5, 
ms \- which was composed later than chapters 12-26. This has 
much Weight in deciding the relation of the decalogue of 
Ex 20 to.the EC. 
_Civ) The tradition of Dt 5. 19/22 "and he added no more” points 
te the: conclusion that the decalogue:is a separate portion. 
on _(v) Ewen if Ex 20.18-21 be relocated (to a place just preced- 
oF, ing 20.1) the break between the. eniepese cies and the BC is 


_(a). The: Code of Hammurabi. 

"Words" IT,IIT,III,IV,VI and X have no parallel. Of those paral- 
| leled VII is most highly specified. But as a whole Hammurabi's 
a code is in the hypothetical form of the BC, not in the impera- 

am tive form of the decalogue in Ex 20. 
_(o).The Feyptian Book of the Dead. 

"Words" VI,VII,VIII and IX find paralleise The form is that of 
ay @ negative confession: eeg., "I am not a transgressor against 
eS: 4. Sothe:god." 

—ss («The preceding codes are non-Biblical. Of codes contained in 

eo the. Pentateuch there are to be considered, 

(ce) The Law of Holiness, especially Lev 19 and 20. 

Most of the: "words" find literal repetition, some more than 

|. onces The form is such as to favor the supposition that Lev 

= chapters. 19 and 20 contain quotations from Ex 20 rather than 
 .« that these: chapters form a source of Kx 20- This Holiness Code, 

e although a part of the priestly document, is usually held to. 

ei: be: older than P, the date 550 perhaps being nearly correct. 

1) The: Code: hi od hae se 
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Analysis iii 

_ enced.some.to seek in it a decalogue. It is more probable 
‘that originally, as now, it contained more than ten princi-~ 
“ples. Here, at least, Ex 34 is considered merely as a collec- 
_« tion of laws, very old, and offering remarkab e parallels to 


on "words" I,II and IV of Ex 20. Yet more differences than simi- 
ni larities exist. Ex 34 deals with ritual observance; Ex 20 with 

. both the object of worship and with ethical duties to God and 

bie fellow-being. This, together with other considerations, points 

a to the: conclusion that of the two codes Ex 34 is the older. 

_ _(e) . The Decalogue of Dt 5. 6-21. 


It. is important to decide whether this code is older or young- 
er than Ex 20. From the following considerations it is conclud- 
ed that Dt 5 is the younger code: 

_(i). The: literary form of Dt 5.6-21 is more finished. 

_(i1) Certain additions, esg., "As Yahweh thy God commanded thee} 

‘ (of which N gives no trace) seem to be strictly Deuteronom- 
‘{@e‘Theviexpression above quoted suggests that the command 
referred to existed before. 

(iii). The humanitarian motive:peculian to Dt vor observing the 
sabbath (5.14) is in atcord with the many "humenitarian 
laws" of Dt itself. 

_(iv) Likewise, the exhortation (Dt 5.15) to remember the days 
of slavery in Egypt finds striking agreement with Dt 4-20 - 

5 15615 16612) 24.18,22. 

_(v@\If Dt 5 be the original it is hard to see why Ex retained 
(20.12) the promise of long life but discarded that of pros- 
perity to those who honor their parents. 

(vi) The’ Sentiment that Yahweh will visit the iniquities of the 
fathers upon the children is not in harmony with the declar- 
ation of Dt 24.16, "Every man shall be put to death for his 
own sin." 


Sgt Questions thet are: ‘Occasioned by se.. soa CREE NE Discussion. 


Israel's development than Ex 34? ss 
(tet all ¢ ae evidence : of the. etiagt favor an early or a 
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Analysis iv 


Bache the 13 Prohib ition of Images is a (Critical Point in Determining 

& the Age of the Decalogue. 

_(a).The Historical Books give testimony adverse to the supposi- 
tion that the second coumand existed before the beginning of 
the eighth century or the last of the ninth B.C. Examined 
in detail, the parts of the 0.T. concerned give the following 
results: 

ae (i). The Books of Samuel. 

eet |.) The*name* of Yahweh is coupled with the erection of stone pil- 

larse Harmless in the beginning, this practice led later to 

idolatry. As for the earliest period, there was little incen- 

tives to image=worship, hence little or no need for prohibi- 

tion of it. Yet the brass serpent of Moses comes from the 
wilderness time:and must have been kept in some sanctuary 

; . during Samuel's lifetime. 

a Teraphim were generally in uses It was not considered 

ee strange that they were found in David's own houses 

+o The essential point to notice about the foregoing and fol- 

~ lowing testimony of the historical books is not that such 
instances existed but rather that no protest or even evi- 
‘dence of rebuke appears from men who were regarded as strict 
. defenders of Yahweh religion. 
_ (ii) The: Books of Kings. 

Jercboam's calf-images, dedicated to Yahweh, found only fa~ 

_ Vor in the eyes of that zealot for Yahweh, Jehue He actually 

protected them. The "man of God out of Judah" denounced the 

"altar" of Jeroboam, but not the Yahweh imagese Elijah chides 

Ahab, under whose administrations the calves stiil fiourished, 

_ solely for worshipping another God than Yahweh. And in har- 

42. The sany with this, Yahweh is represented as saying to Elijah 

in the:wilderness that. the,7000 who were. still loyal had not 

— oroeltbowed | unto Eeaal'’. It is to be inferred that the calf cult 

- was considered regular and loyal to Yahweh, hence collided 

oe with no ‘mown command or prohib hibkorte 
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5 GAD) The Book of Judges. 
2 ») TiGideon's. ephod, from a very early period, is apparently en 
patesoweet ‘Sele By. his sCOMRAMNGTATAR® Gideon was -somymend— 


ee setnatien of. images was of late | rises: . 
1 of Certain Portions. of the . OTs ‘thet pear. to 
e EE Ts existence of the Second Coumand. 


128 °S SB 55 at 


vv a Be 
: ig) 
. oh 
+ 


vi eteyland Z. 
eYHOHHT A WO WUOITOURTEMOD II: THAAD 
noiniuresed at, sarol L[soitixto-s ef.eessm] to soitidinordiedT of 
eougoisced edt to esk edt 
~feegque eds et eetevbs Yaouitees evig exoods lsotrreteth edT.(s)~ 
to uciactced edt etoted beseaeize basmudo brosee edt tadr mois 
benimexi 32d dtoin edt to tesl-edd to ytrsa6eo' dédote eds 
. gpaiwollot edd .evis Bentesnoo .T.O- ert tovetreqg edd ,»Lieteb ai. 
:agiveet 
-leumsa te exood eT. dant 
~iig enote to soitoete edt dttw belquos ef dewdsY to: emsn eXAT 
o¢ totel bel eotstostq eidd>,xainaized edt oi eeeimtaH seta! 
—-tecai eltiri-esw.eteds ,bofLteq seoiitse edi tot eA -yttelobri . 
-idido1q tot been on to elstil.ecoaed «qidetor-enemr ot exit 
edt mori gemoo eeecll to tueqree eestdsedt+ teYieti Yo soks 
Yisurense el0e of tcen meec evec sdeuu.bas entt cesntebliwi » 4 
eouttetzi atisoms2 satib 
Detebiasos gon esw tl -6enont yl lsrenen»:etew midastel 
e6euod mwo a'bived oi bawot*erew yeds stadt etaetta 
~iot Bae yaionerot edt tuods ssiton ot tatoq ieismeaee edt 20) = 
dove tedt toa ef sexocd [soliroteidsed? to yoomitees uniwol 
~{£76e eve to testoigq on tsdé sedtst stud beteixe veonstent 
toitte es bebtsyzet etew odw nem mort aiseqgs exvuer To eomsb 
eootgiier dewdeY io arebmeieb 
eegeid Io excod ‘oaT! (EE), 
~si Yiao bovol .«dewdeY -ot:betsorbeb ,2egmat-tiso e'nsodotel Ne 
Yllsutos eH -wdel...dewdel tot tolses s¢scdt to esyesedt ini “tov 
edt Seonuoneb "dsbut..to.tuo-bep.to asm" -eAT ..medt betoatorg ; 
eebiso ris( iit .eessut dewisY edt.son stud easodotel to."redis" ) 9 
edettwolt [lite sevlso edt anoltsiteiainbs saodw reba. ,dsdé 3¢ 
~ted ait boA edewdsY nedt bod tedsoas sniqgtderow tot yleloe =~ 
ds ili oF gniyse es bejnezetaet ei dewdsY ,eids dtiw yoo = 
gon bad Isyol [lite exew ow O00T eds tad+ ezentebliw. edd al & 
$iuo tiso edt sect betretni-ed of et FI “Last ota ‘bewod" : 
bebilfos essed ,dewdeY ot {syol bas tsluget betebiecos. BSH ae ee 
a Heiser To sith ab sworn! ont Fsap ‘ae os 
vr.) Vitae tsqgs at boiteg xLtee rey & mort cian ya eae. Bl 
-bfemios esw moebiD eeiteiognetaos ois XA.» rare 
ting mid bait dostia aed avasl bas Jeigono 
roed+ edt moqu qiao eldsdilgue ai 


*y 


, * ae 


ot tseqqs tadt .T.0 edd to ancistoT aistted to noid: Pra 
_  sbasmacd basse edt to spaetatae a edt ae eae 


Analysis v 
me D The Story of the Golden Calf, Ex 32. 
‘This may hardly be explained as a historical sketch. Suspi- 
cion is aroused by the verbal agreement of Ex 32-4,8 with 
‘I Ki 12.28. ''These'’ does not refer to Aaron's one calf,but 
to Jeroboam's two. In Neh 9.18 this demonstrative pronoun 
“is changed to ''this''. The passage is more likely a prophetic 
literary device, aimed at Jeroboam's images, which, in the 
ee light of the more highly developed ethical ideals,had by 
or the eighth century come to be considered idolatrous. 
(id). The Story of the Visit of Jeroboam's Wife to Ahijah. 
As the narrative stands (I Ki 14), it cannot be. considered 
_@ contemporary report. The language of the compiler is 
Roy strongly in evidence. The criginal story contained no such 
| reproof as verse 9 presents. 
_(iii) The @xpression "The: sins of Jeroboam" 
can be shown to be:a late editorial phrase, repeatedly re- 
- curring. It has no value as a testimony to the existence of 
a prohibition of image-worship in the days of Jeropoam I[- 
_ ,(¢) The Earliest Dependabie Notices that Show the Existence off 
ae the Second Command. 
ai It is not till the writings of the prophets Hosea and Isaiah 
; that the conflict between loyal Yahweh worship and the use of 
: images comes to light. In Isaiah's prophecies it is traced 
_—s«sery readily. 
But in Jehu's day, 842 B.C., no consciousness of such a con- 
flict seems to exist in that zealous reformer's mind. Some-~ 
where between 842 and 750 this prohibition of image-worship 
must have come to expressione It came into being as a fruit 
te of the. growing idea in prophetic circles that Yahweh could 
ihe not appropriately be worshipped through the medium of an image, 
2. The ‘Sabbath. Commande : 
| The. extremely late. rise of the sabbath as a weekly feast re- 
| _ presented by JoeMeinhold | (Sabbat ueWoche) seems improbabie. If 
his view. be rejected. it is asked: Does the antiquity of the. < 
sabbath, then, argue for an early date for the decaiogue of Be = 
as 17? whey Me following is to be said: ‘ ae 
(a). The: ‘etymological relation of the Heb "shabbat" to the Bab, 5 
cr a (o tiacase, is not clearly established, but prominent As- 
sy. ‘iologists, eege, Jensen and Delitzsch, think there is some 
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Analysis ~vi 

through several stages of development. 

_(e) During the:nomadic period» (after the exodus) there was place 

for such a feast, even though the Israelites were not azri- 
culturists. As practiced, it was probably then a sacrificial 
feast and only incidentally a rest from wonted occupations. 

_(d) Im Palestine: the sabbath tock on a different form, for the. 
Israelites adopted an agricultural lifes Some Canaanite cus- 

toe toms may have been added. 

_  _(e) But during and after the Exile »the*sabbath took the form 

. most familiar to -the:writers of the 0.Ts, especially D and 

. P. And still later, during the Waccabean period it reached 
its most, complicated development. 

_(£) Thus it appears: that, unlixe:the second command, the fourth 
corresponds-to an idea prevalent in Israel from ancient times. 
But before deciding upon the differing testimony derived from 
the study of these two "words", it will be necessary to trace 
the other eight principles of the decalogue in the historical 

a? books of the 0.T. 


x) "Thou sae have no other gods before mea.' 

“The principle of loyalty to Yahweh is as old as the exodus, 
Without doubt. So that the substance, if not the form, of the 
first command is very old. Yet this principle was not early 
construed in any monotheistic sense. 

“Thou shalt not take the name of Yahweh thy God in vain." 

“While no documentary evidence appears to show its antiquity 
it is: likely that this principle was early deduced from the 
first command. Logically it is subsequent to the first. 
"Honor thy father and thy mother." 

Poi Without question, the unwritten laws of antiquity prescribed 
ae high Standard of filial conduct. But the question here is 
es that of the. incorporation | of such a principle as this in a 
chief code of moral conduct. As far as possibility is con- 
as cerned § 3 could have been contained in a code of laws dating 
ty SR, Moses! time. But as a question of fact, no evidence is al 
= Rorthoentas that Ahis "word" was emphasized. thus early, suf- za 
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Analysis vii 

When kindred blood was shed the old law of retaliation 
’ ie ee in forces, as indicated in Elijah's dentinciation (I Ki 21. 

- 196) The: earliest known lew against wurder (EF 21.12-27)was 

_ provided with penalties, and in fact was the lex talionis 
criticized by Jesus in Mt 5.38. The categorical imperative as 
found in this sixth "word" is apparently later than that old 
law of the EC. 

_(e) "Thou shalt not commit adultery." 

Such a principle goes back to Hemmurabi's time-.and it is 
unquestionably the: case that the. BC reflects (eegesix 22016, 
17519) the usage of early Semitic. dwellers in Saitateat based 
on the Babylonian codes But no such strict interpretation of 
the ‘principle prevailed in the early days of Israel's occu- 

| pancy of the land as in the days of the literary orophets. 
__.. Even Saul bestowed David's wife Michal upon Palti, and later 

_——s David broke that union again, without seeming to have: serious— 
Be ly offended. the prevailing moral tastes 

ye) "Thou shait not steal." 

_The right to.personal property existed. from an early per- 
en It. was. guaranteed in the BC. But before. there was. any 
assured legal means of preservation of property there exist- 
ed a practice of adjuration, known as "taboo", whereby.stolen 
property was. supposed to become. a curse to its possessor or 
usere The essence, of the. ''taboo'’ lay in the "devotion" of 
the. property to the deity. An illusdration is the story of 
Micah | P17 ley : 

“Samuel! s confession. (I Sa 1261-5) and challenge:c ontains 
terms that correspond +o the specifications in the BC (Ex21. 
37/22. 1 ~22.3/4 23.6-9), so it is not probable: that this 
> eighth commandment in its ge eneral form existed at the time: 
aoe. the: kingdou was established. 

"Thou. shait not bear false witness against thy neighbor." 
“©” There is no ‘direct testimony to the existence of this 


= word befor. the era of the literary prophets, although er c 
a it is plainiy based upon early forms of judicial procedures aia 
"Thou shalt not covet." s 


This ais’ evidently a very late formulation of moral truth. Na 
oo par so km acts of theft, adultery and murder Was 
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ies 

, hs te is not necessary to assume that the original form of the 
me ~ decalogue was a "torso", as is often supposed. The adoption 
of & post-ilosaic date dispenses with the necessity of re- 
“ducing the commands to "lapidary form". 
(>) On the contrary, the original form doubtless contained some 
“necessary explanatory matter and slight variations from the 
present order of certain terms. ~ 
__(e) Of the possible periods during which this decalogue might 
have taken form, the most likely is that of the reign of 
Manasseh.e E originally had another code of "words", for Rie 
found no contradiction between the:codes of J and Ey but 
after Rje had done his work the present ethical decalogue- 
Ba)... was substituted in the still extant work E. 
(a). The occasion of this substitution is to be sought in the 
prophetic movement. Hezekiah's reform, based upon ritual, 
had failed. The emphasis must be placed, said the prophets 
of Isaiah's school, upon life not uoon liturgy. Owing to the 
fact that Manasseh gave no favor to the prophetic circles, 
they were forced to take to literary efforts. The past was 
searched for high religious and ethical principles, they 
were grouped substantially as in the present decalogue, 
with the addition of the highest possable motives, in the. 
late prophetic narrative FE, still in circulation as a se- 
parate writing. The most appropriate place for such an ad- 
vanced code, linked as it was with the past, was the place 
_ formerly occupied by the E D'barim. For the code was new 
tainly in its emphasis upon ethical over liturgical values. , 
Its literary and moral value was perceived to be such that 
_ the later editor of 0.T. literature gave it the chief place 
amongst the legislation ascribed to Moses. (Dt. 5.6-21) 


at Probably Preceded this Decalogue? ae 
ee a) The relation of its terms to older laws has been shown. But 
more specifically, these ten principles were probably seloteayy 


ed aaa an SEIS (oral) Torah of oe, prophetse 


Yords Sle ba accounted for... The: tradition in itself is not 
consistent. Its whole meaning, in fact, deoends upon the 
al analysis off the Pentatetch. The critical method 
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Analysis ix 


€ emphasized, namely, that the decalogue of Ex 20 is a 

ee: uct of human development itself. 

a ‘Moses loses nothing by these findings. His work is still as 
ohio to contemplate. But the decalogue means more to us 

C ‘it came out of actual strivings after moral perfection 
| many centuries ago. . 
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The Decalozue of Exodus 20. 


A Dissertation. 


“The Ten Commandments constitute one ov the world's great anony- 
mous doculients. They occupy a fortuosé position, not only in the re- 
lisious lite of the Jews, but in the morals of Christendom. Siuple 
in expression, clear and rorce‘ul in diction, supremely e_evated in 
moral tone and comprehensive in their grasp of human conditions, 
these ten precepts fulfil at once:the demands of literary criti- 
Cism and woral sciences Although they velonz to the Old Testament, 
‘these "Ten ‘Jords" ¢ompare not unflavorably with that pearl of New 
‘Testament devotional literature, the Lord's Prayer. 

Traditionally, iioses has been held to be the author of this de- 
Calogue, and the position that it occupies in the’ Pentateuch has 
fostered that view. But, beginning with the poet Goethe, in 1773, 
‘the doubt that Moses either wrote this document or received it, writ- 
‘ten on tablets of stone, from God's hand, has spread somewhat wide- 
ly. The critical study of the Bible and the rather zeneral accept— 
ance of the Documentary Theory of the Pentateuch has stimulated, 
@specially in the last’ quarter of a century, renewed examination 
of the historicity of the events that took place at Sinai after 
‘the Exodus from Feypt, and the authenticity of the laws said to have 
been promulgated at that time. 

“These investizations’ and discussions relating to the decalozue 
are scattered throuchout the literature bearing won Old Testament 
subjects, that is, in noimmentaries, encyclopaedias, Bible diction- 
aries, treatises on the theolozy of the Old Testaient and other 
works.’ Of monographs upon the subject in English there is a zreat 
lack, aside from the articles designated. (ecege, Jewish Mncyclopae- 
‘dia, Hirsch, 1903; Hastings Bible Dictionary, Paterson, 1905; En~ 
cyclopaedia, Britannica, WeReSmith and SeA.eCoox, 1910-11-) 

In German, the most quoted investigation of the decalogue ques-~ 
tion is that of Meisner, (Oskar Weisner: ,Der Dexaliog, Teil I, der 
 Deialog im Hexateuch", 1893), which is now out of printe As the ti- 
i tle indicates, it was only a partial treatiuent, and the prowise of 
ss @ second part was never fulfilied. 
It seems a good time to mane a new mvestization of this diffi- 
cult, yet enticing, subject, and to present a thoroughzoing discus— 
sion of the decalogue from the critical point of view. A versua- 
sion that there is a real need of such a treatise and that its pro- 
, 9 Satekkon will. be of service to wany who have a deep interest in Old 
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2 
Testament science furnishes the motive ior the present worke 
i. The Decalogue Question, and Recent Views ot ite 

‘In order to sain at once & comprehensive idea of the wide dif- 
ference in view respecting the rise of the decalopue (especially 
in the form found in Exodus 20), the statements of a few repre- 
sentative scholars are set rorth.e 

First of all, let the advocates of a late origin of the Ten Words 
speake 

Baentsch (Des Bindesbuch, 5 97, 1892) says that the decalogue 
is "the product of a later time, the flower of a long process of 
law-cgiving." The same writer (HK,Ex—Lev-Nu 5 177) in 1903 showed 
that the words of Ex 24.3 cannot refer to the decalogue of Kx 20, 
and expressed his opinion that the writer of Ex 24.3 :new nothing 
about the Pen Words. 

Budde (Lectures on Biblical Theology of the.Old Testament 1911- 
12) holds that the decalogue did not appear tili the reign of Manas- 
seh (686-641). In his Geschichte der Althebraischen Litteratur, 1909 
S 100, he says: 'we must conclude tinat tuis decalocue arose at the 
end o§ the eighth or in the seventh century", and gives reasons why 
those who fix on a still later date are in error. 

Marti, (Religion des Alten Testaments 5S 68, 1906) says that it 
is "easily possibly that tne version of Ex 20 was orisineily a con- 
Stituent part of the Priest's Codee" (ieée, cire 500 B.C.) 

Steuernagel -(intstehung de dt. Gesetze 5 87, 1901, as in Rahm. 
ds Dts. 1894) says "later than Deuteronomy", (ieee. Dt 12-26) in 
which he follows Meisner, 1893, who held that Deut. 5. 6-21 is old- 
er than Ex 20. 2-17. In his’ Lehrbuch de EHinl. ine de Ae 
Te A912, S 261, Steuernagel suggests that the decalozue be consid- 
ered aS an exilic catechism of the religious and ethical duties of 
Israel. 
© WeReHarper, (Int.Crit.Com.e Amos-—Hosea pelviii, 1905) held that 
the ethical decaiogue came into being "soon after 750" and Was "in 
a sense the product of prophetic thought, but more strictly that of 
pre-prophetic thought." 

Many others have expressed themselves, of course, but these suf- 
fice, representing, as they do, a variety of theories as to date or 
origin, yet all acreeing that the decalogzue is a product of prophet- 
ie activity during or later than the eighth century be-ore Christe 

“On the other side, there are scholars of great reputation, wno 
hold t6 the Mosaic authorship of an abbreviated form of the deca-— 
logue. It will be noted that in each case the reference is to very 
oa works , and too, that these apologists are mostly critical 
‘ jerman scholarse 


rat 
3 

b, 
J 


S 
extow doeeetq edd tot evitom edt eedetamt eomefoe tnomseseel | 
eti Io ewetV tnoesoed bas .moideeu0 siupolsoed eT of) 
-tib ebiw ends to sebfi eviaaedetqmoo s eomo ds akes oF tebto gl 
yilsiveyee) esyoleceb edt to sait edt unitoeqest weiv at eonetene 
-etust wel s to etnsuetete eds .(OS euboxd oi bavot miot eddy ae 
eittol tee ets eislodce evisetaee 
ehioW aeT eit to ofaito etal s to eedsoovbs edd, tel ylis to terry 


eugolaceb eit dedi eyse (S08! VO & pdowdeebad esC) doatnesd | 
to eeesotg yool sto tewolt edd ,emit tetsl,.s to toubotg eft gE 
beworie €0Cl oi (VV a o-vel-xa,3H) totitw omse edl. " ooivig-wel 
~OS 2A. To evgolsoeb edt ot tetet tonaso E-AS 219 to ebtow edd tad 
gaidton wean E-hS ai to tecdixw edt Jedd moinigo etd beesetqme 
eebroW as® < | 

~li@h daemsteeT bLO edt to cosiielle. fsciIdid.a0, astutoeD. 
-esosi to asier edi Ilit tseqcs toa bib eryolsceb edt tedt 
VORP gmwdeteds il gedoeistdedsiA teb eddoidoeed) eid ol -(Ihd-< 
edt ts szot exgolsosb aids tsat ebulosoo Jenu_ow" seyse s a 
qi .edoeset eevis bos ,"yiwiaes diasvea edt af to dtdaie a | ra . ad 
totie gi ets etsbh tetsl [lita s go xit a Pula 

ti:tact eyse (60Cl .86 2 ataometesT cetléA eeb moigiled). ik 
-n09 § Ylisminito asw OS «& to notetev ent sgadt «ldieeog ht 
CeDed O0E otlo peSet) "-ebod e'seoind edé ‘to. stsq 4 

emdeH of es .f0Ql .18 2 «steeed tbh .b aaisin tate 23801 
mi (OS$-St 30 -eot) ,"ywonotsesvel asdt ted. cena 
~blo ei [S-d .2,.sued gadt bled ondw .€C8t cmeisi eect 
eA eDicct s{aik »b doudidel eid ol a bro Re 
~biesoo ed exzoleceb edt tadt+ aseoxugue Leysnteves2a ,teS 2 
to-egeltsub me piate bos pe ives sdt to ately Si oilixe.as @ 


20: els : 


DOUG 
. - 


Bs. Os 
amt bias (20et - Kiivkae, peta aint ue04di40 adtalD.- 
oi" es® bas “OGY rstismooce" yoted ota emso. 

to Spe ys appease dud. sara mR sitedgorg to oubotd | 
fee.vat Posgoue " stdguods = : 
five os ee sépieis 96. Lnsesa alias oaasoe se dea exasto © . 
TO essb oc -és eeitoedt to vietisv sob! Yeds. asoq uae: L 
-fedgorg to touborg set evsolsceb edd said saieotss 1 
eteitdd eto.ea ymdaeo didste wipih nettee 130 
“odtw noitsduqet Sse; 20 etslosoe ts otedt 
“=poeb ody to fitolt betsivetdds as to 
eiev ot Bi ednetetét edt euso dose os oa 
ices © iscitizo Viteou ers atetsologs ‘8: 
Me SS Seered'ot' yeab save. ach % ee mele : 


s “ees 


: 


= Tip aie 


oe Po fe ack ad vi 1 
ee , - 
® vi e . 

~ J hin 


i — 
ie 


x 
a 


> 


a We 
si. i 


\ i j . 
, rt. ed i oy he , 

oe x ae ate VAS ak ge a : 
ee. ee | ere oo —* a... 7, '.") ae oe eo , oF ow oe 


3 


Kittel (Ges. de Volkes Isr. I 552, 623, 1912) emphasizes the 
Mosaicity of the main propositions of the decalocuee In the Bei- 
trac (623) he discusses the sabbath command especially and shows 
that loses could have placed it in its present position. 

Konig. (Gese de alttestie Rele 12, 1912) thinks there is "no 
more probable time for the promulgation of the Ten Principles 
than the time of Moses." 

Sellin (Hinle in de. A.T.e S 23. 1910) opposes those who deny the 
Mosaicity of the Ten Coumanduents and declares that they are “par- 
ticularly appropriate to be a fundamental law of the newly created 
folk." (See aiso his chronological table S 148). 

_ Wildeboer (Litteratur d. A.T. also in Theol. Studien 1903) holds 
that the Mosaic origin of the Ten Words is defensible. 

_ ferdmans, another Hollander, thin«s that "in the main" (Theol. 
‘Tijdschr. 1903) the decaiozue was given on Sinai. 


ii. Critical Assumptions made at the Beginning of this Investigation 
especially concerning the dates of the Pentateuchal documents. 

+ -Im general, four constituent parts of the Old Testament are re- 
Cognized, namely, J,(Jahwist), E,(Elohist), D, (Deuteronomy) and P 
(Priest's Code). Of these J is the oldest, written in Judea, not 
‘earlier than 900, perhaps as late as 800, the best permed to fix up- 
on being that of the reign of Jehoshaphat, 875-850, when Israel and 
iJudsah were at peace. E, whose author was plainly a subject of the 
northern kingdom, beionss to the period preceding the prophetic ac- 
‘ivity-of Anos and Hosea, probably vetween 780 and 760. Deiteronomy 
“canebe accurately dated. It is assumed that the book as “ound in 
«the Temple, 621, consisted of chapters 12-26. Dt came to its pres- 
ent form not many years SEER s ruite Le Evie moe? an ie oo 


pee etest' s lode, evia aoe found by the: CEO of P and H8e com— 
posed by hime This is the document <nown as the:Law of Holiness, 
scontained chiefly in Lev 17-26, and desiznated by the symbol H. 
. “It probably dates frow about 550. 
_ es)..There have been several editoraal processes whereby the Penta- 
_ «tetich has arrived at its final form.’ First of all, J and E were 
combined. into a single nerrative;.in which the divergences of the. 
; two were somewhat harmonized, although the marks of their individ- 
ual style:were by no means erased. It will be seen that espebtially 
sin-the narrative.of the laWgiving at Sinai this "harwonizing" has 
_ ataken place:.to.a very perplexing degreee As the first eleven chap- 
»kers,of Dt (the latest written) show signs of acquaintance with JE, 
_ =e the latest date that can be assigned, though the com- 
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4 
bination may well have taken place during the reign of Hezekiah, 
cir. 700. Possibly the work was several years in progress. 

later, D and JE were united, but it is not likely that this was 

done Within a generation or two of Josiah's time, perhaps not till 
the Exile. 

 .The Pentateuch reached its tinal form in the: days of Ezra, 444 

BeCe, throuch the union of the combined JED with P. 

' There are, of course, certain portions o: the O.T. that are uch 
older than Je..This is surely true of Deborah's song .(Jude5) and of 
Qther poetical works. It is also true.of.the.other veins. of legis- 
lation. Both J and E were historians, not lawzivers, and aiter the 
wanner of ail historians they gained wuch of their material from 
other documents. Just here arises one of the important questions, 
the answer to which it is one of the tasis of the rollowing pages 
to propose. It is: How much of the lezislation attributed to iioses 
Gan be traced to him, or at least to an age antedating that of the 
oldest of the major constituents of the. Pentateuch? 

a “Tmportant among these legislative sections affected oy that 
question is the so-called Boolt of the Covenant (BC) Exodus 20.22- 
23e33¢ The most thorough examination of this lezislation has been 
made by Baeritsch (1892). Originally iierely a book of judgients, 
D*OSWN it has passed through several editorial processes. J 
knew the book as a collection of "judgments". In its present form 
it is to be’ dated somewhere in the eighth certury, Baentsch con- 
cludes. There is’ nothine to prevent the choice of the time of E 
for this completion of the book, and its incorporation in that 
. Eohraimite worke 
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The subject is restricted to "The Decalozue of Exddus 20", It 
- would” Widen ‘the - discussion too much to propose. "The Decalogue"’, 
for it is. a question in itself what the Decalogue is. There is 
the code of Dt 5. 6-18, which in its main features is like that of 
i Ex 20. 2-17, yet which presents essentially didferent reasons 
ie for the observance of some of the coumandments. The term, The De- 
 calogue. surely cannot apply to both or these.codes,, though each 
ze ig, really a decalogues . 
E>» ben there are other codes, which mst be ¢onsidered, in con- 
ahibe with that of Ex. 20,, namely Lev 19;, and codes, said to be: 
Fs tered, the one through Ex 20.21-22.23, and the other, through 
4. But exhaustive exawinetion of the rise of any one of these. 
decalozues or codes would justify the writing of an entire disser- 
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ee . +The decalozsue of Ex 20 is here chosen as the "classical" o 

Ni typical decalozue. This code is usually weant in popular Sucks 

by the term “"decalogue" or "the ten -couwiandments". Sut the limita- 
tion of the:theme to ''the decalogue of Ex 20" is not in itself an 
assumption that-this is the original or the chief decalozue. It 
dees not assume that it consists of the words enzraved on the 
stone tablets said to have been in the arx of the covenante And it 
is.tar from assuming anything as to its authorship or ages The sub- 
ject thus defined and clearly set torth, the “ollowing investiza- 
tion seeks to solve these and other questions as precisely as pos- 
sib lee 

ive The Aim of this Dissertation. 

This is not an essay in exegesise The weanins o: the code is 

discussed only as.its criticism calls for such exezesise The later 
 histery of:the decalogue of »Ex 20 in the Jewish church and Chris-= 

tian communities is an interesting theme yout Cannot here occupy 


attention. 3 

(a) The:aim will be-to provide -a consistent. theory of the rise of 
ne. this decalogue.-This will be, then, an essay an the higher cri- 
oy. 


ticism of Ex 20.2-17. As the previous parazracohs have indicated, 
the traditional view of its Trise:has been modified in manifold 
s Ways: in the-past decades. 
—. (6) Pursuant to the attainuent of such a theory, the historical 
aa background of this decalogue and its related codes must be 
_ carefully and exhaustively examined, for in the history of a peo- 
# ple jie deeply hidden the:roots of their Een gae; their litera- 
ture and*their laws. 
Bite) When the facts are systematically correlated, and a consistent 
| theory of the rise of the decalogue cf Ex 20 is constructed, 
therewith will appear’a date, more or less defined, at which the: 
code first became imown-in its simplest.formse It will be possible 
_.to-fix the tiie of its publication or public presentation at least 


-ithin termini a quo and-ad quem, from the data here gathered and 


_ date-eamot be suggested. 
 .The entire succeeding investigation will fall into two main di- 
isions, namely, I. Exposition of the Facts Concerned, and II.»Con- 


-exhibiteds ‘It need not disappoint one; however, if it be found that 
owing to the absence of exact historical notation a precise calendar 
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PART Ie EXPOSITION. 

1. ANALYSIS OF THE DECALOGUE OF EXODUS 20.2-17. 

_ (a) The’ Texte » 


At the-very beginning of this new attempt to learn the mystery 
ofthis wonderful cocument the most obvious step is to set its text 
before the reader and to analyse it, with a view to holding its con- 
tents systematically in mind as the ‘discussion unfolds. The text is 

as follows: (each tain proposition is capitalized,merely to eid the 
eyee ) 
2- I am Yahweh thy God, who brought thee out ‘of the land of Exypt, 
out of the house of bondagee 
Seen THOU SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GODS BEFORE ue. 
4. .THOU SHALT NOT MAKE UNTO THEE A GRAVEN IMAGE, nor any likeness 
of any thing that is in. the heaven above, or that is in the 
Se earth beneath, or that is)\ in the water under the earth: -thou 
sheitimot tow dowm thyself unto them nor serve them; for I Yah- 
veraveh thy God am a jealous. God, visiting the iniquity of the ‘ath- 
ers upon. the. children, upon the third and upon the fourth <ener- 
6. ation of them that hate me, ° and showing lovingkindness unto 
thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments. 
7. . THOU SHALT NOT. TAKE. THE ‘NAME OF YAHWEH THY GOD IN VAIN; for Yah- 
weh will-not hold him guiltless that taketh his name in vaine 
8. REMEMSGER ITHE. SABBATH DAY TO KEEP IT HOLY. 9. Six days shalt 
106 thou Labor and do all thy work; but thexsseventh day is a sab- 
: bath unto Yahweh thy God: in at thou shalt not. do any work, thou, 
24 nor thy sony nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid- 
servant, nor thy catthe, nor thy stranger that is within thy 
_ Ite gates: for in six, days Yahweh made. heaven and earth, the sea, 
: ‘ and ail that in them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore 
a Yahweh blessed the seventh day and hailowed it. 
12 HONOR THY FATHER AND THY MOTHER, that thy. days may be long in 
{eae the. land which Yahweh thy God giveth thee. 
Es 13. THOU SHALT NOT KILL. 14. THOU SHALT NOT COMMIT ADULTERY. — 
e: 45. THOU SHALT NOT STEAL. © 16. THOU SHALT NOT BEAR FALSE WITNESS 
<a ainst thy neighbor. 17. THOU SHALT NOT COVET thy neighbor's 
hi Gy thou shalt not“ctovet thy neighbor's wife, nor his man~ 
eS servant, nor his maid-servant, nor his’ ox, nor his assy" nor 
ee appli that is Loa oe Se | 
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‘The ‘llassoretic Text and the Septuaginte 
“vere 3. LXX translates *]9- Oy by T7Anv BM OU . Dt. 567 (LXX) 
. has a more literal rendering, 775 7p°T4 reu mov. 
Ver-10. The dative 7% Si Ymiaa tH ERde my indicates an origi- 
nal :) before 11* (oF verse 11 MT). 
LK adds, between 711M) and 072), 6 oGs Tou, 
kat TO Oro Suyioy cou. Kac Taw e.The parallel place in 
Dt 5. 14 also has the - clause, both LXX and MT. (cf N) 
Tperndvros Q Tape ck av z- ToC ds an interesting 
. interpretation of, 7)” VY? TUN FA 
Ver.12. LXX adds (va <5 cox yivntat, which corresponds to the: 
clause in Dt 5-16 (MT) of similar import, but in the °LXX, 
both Dt 5.16 and Ex 20.12 reverse the order o* the two 
phrases, ''that thy days may be lone” and "that it may go 
well with thee." 
verses 13,14,15 offer, in the various MSS, a variety of order. Yor 
a careful comparison of all the chief codices and ver- 
sions see Peters: Die aelteste Abschrift der zehn Geoote, 
der Papyrus Nash, 1905. 
LXX has the following order: 14,15,13. OU mor Xsd £15, 
of Kkhiwtis, ob borévreis. But of the Greek codices A 
and F have the order of MT. =r 
verel7e LXX places Tuy YUv@lxe in the Pirst clause; 7™v On KIGY 
in the second. This corresponds with Dt 5. 18/21. But LXX 
uses the same verb OU 27) Sepriceiswith both objects, 
_(in both Ex and DE) while MT (Dt 5.18/21) uses two verbs, 
Ipmn NS in the first clause, INT) Sin the other. 
‘In Ex, (MT) only one of these’ verbs o¢curs 


ver. ‘The value of the LXX as a witness.to the:.text is considerable. 
‘It may be said to represent the oldest extant exegetical tradition. 
Especially as a source for corrections to the present Hebrew text 
__ the Septuagint is highly prized by most critical scholars. 


. THe Waéssoretit£.eText and Papyrus Nash 
‘In 1902 W.LeNash, Secretary of the Society of Biblical Arch- 

_ aeology, calle into possession of a single sheet of papyrus, ton- 

taining about 15 lines of Heorew..The text proved to be. that of 

the decalozue with a portion of Dt 6 following. 

= - The; evidence. offered bythe variations from the: MT of both Ex. 2 
+4 
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Da 20 and. Dt oy stronziy favors. the supposition that this version was 
fe from Exodus: 20 rather ‘than from Dt 5.. There is evidence: to 
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zs eee first ire sy el SeAeCook, Pe actotiars of Ae Society 
of Biblical Archaeology", Jane 1903; FeCeburkitt, Expository Times, 
: fees 14; Proce SoceBib. Arche Nove 1902, p»290ff. ) 
<a As the edges of the papyrus were trayed and several holes ap- 
peta in it as a result of folding, it has been an interesting 
task of certain scholars to reconstruct its text. Of the attempts 
made, that of N.Peters (Aeliteste Abschritt uswe) appears ost satis- 
tac tory: His version is here made the basis of comparisone 
“2. N omits O*12Y "1% "from the house of slaves". 
‘Ss N writes NM?]P ON (MT NiAp SN ) and throughout uses 
“the "matres Iec AiGnes", Goes NaS |. NIN and. (7) now 
to. “T-11OW) The:text of N is unpointed. 
ro10. N 02°72) MPU) Undoubdtedly the 2 is original, but has 
ri dropped out in MT. See note on. this verse pe/ abovese . 
_ WN adds | ll after VV 
*Wadds ~ 527 47ON1 11V before TNONIAN) corres— 
“ponding to LXX. 
e Ile last two noes oe) Ut ea 
‘ WT JW Tp) Jaw 
“tn N the: word immediately preceding these two is presum- | 
ably 111" with the sign of the accusative before it. 1S y . 
iS plainly visible at the end of the: previous line:on the. = 
; ~ papyrus. ‘The testimony of N is’ for “the seventh day" rath- E 
Ler than for “eomgamaal Otherwise:this verse agrees with MT. 
12. Nadds 7 75 = OS PV 105) beforé the second ner) 
 .This is the:clause found in Dt but. not in Ex, though the 
. order. is.that. of LXX. (#f p.6) eet 
341415 The order. in N is 14,13,15; adultery, murder, thefte 
It happens that here the entire line is preserved, so that 
Thounel question arises as to the order. (Cf Peters on these. bigsie 
16. N ns WoTV wT PY Ty 
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“a mi, aide pibattins é: They prohibit. (1) allegiance to any God but ° Yelaen 
ie 1€2) the making. of carved images of wood, metal or other material, 
% _(3) the use of the name:Yahweh in any profane:or secreligious. way, 
ag ‘and (4) enforce the observance of the seventh day of the week as 
él taholy days in fact, a day of Yahwehe Two of the other "words" 
_ M5 ‘and-7)“have: an iumediate bearing upon the family live, (5) en- 
_ forcing the duty upon children of honoring their parents, and, (7) 
= ‘protecting the ilarriage relation between those parents. In Papyrus 
2 ‘Wash these “two conmands are grouped together. And Meier. (Ursor. 
Form a. Dekalogs, 54) adopted the same sequence, namely, "Honor thy 
feather and thy uother", -'Thouw shaltnot commit adultery." .The re- 
_ diaining “words -(four ) bear ‘particularly upon the community -bife, 
aes: social lifelof the people, (6) prohibiting murder, (8) theft, 
D Mebeelad witness. and (10) covetousness. 3 
_ willtThe division generally inade into two sets ot five ‘commandments 
ae leac is: ‘supported only by ‘tradition and probably thas its origin in 
a neewssr ty of ayia five. Neagle on each poco 
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¥ is “thee Tenain the Book of the Covenant, “(Ex 20.22 to 23.33) the: 


se on “in Ex 34, ‘the Priestly Writing and the Holiness document 

; oP Saaidd teva, bars 17-26) designated se Kiostermann as ndas © 
PPR Pharesetz”. 

The: words I and IV are richest in parallels, the words II, III, 
VII, WITI ‘and. TX‘have ‘echoes in some of the “docutents but no real 
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e such | good reasons: to be: found for the. priority of either 
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° (Tseite for ‘the priority of Dt, in which he follows Wellhausen. 
: But ®. Delitzsch,~ Diilmann, W.R.Smith and Driver amonz others hold 
a tothe priority of Ex 20. 
Le orl Leaving these two decalozues out of consideration, the other 
| »*** so-called decalogaes differ essentially from one another. But 
Re, paealieis of sreat sisnifiicence appear. In the J section of Ex 34 
_ ‘there are passazes that remind one vividly off the "words" I,II and 
_ (IV in x20. In the ‘Lew’ of Holiness (H),perticularly Lev 19 and 20, 
- 8*6 collection of laws that provide passages similar to all the 
words: except VI and xX. 

ease An interesting fact to notice is that "Words" I and Il of Ex 
. Baan 20 are phrased in the first person singular, while all the othe 
he ers. are in the third persone "I am Yahweh » «.e Thou Shahe have no 
other gods before me. Thou shalt not wake Mas. thee any graven in- 
“eo aze, “for I Yahweh thy God am a jealous God. . ." (Ex 208 2-6) But 
es “Thou shalt not take the name of Yahweh thy God in vain, for Yahweh 
i‘ Will not hold hin guiltless .. +." (20.7) As this fact is uere- 
; Ty printed out here among other problems occasioned by textual com- 
_ parisons it is sufficient to say that this peculiarity is contained, 
— not. in the coimandments themselves, but in the reasons annexede. The 
as  peculisrity extends also to the decalogue of Dt. 5. 
2 (iv) Many critical difficulties beset one upon a careful reading of 
hala " chapters 19 ‘to 24 and 22 to 34 of the: Book of Exodus and Dt.4.44 
to 1005. "The sections of Exodus mentioned furnish Old Testament 
ae BR isin With some of its most stubborn material. The present es-— 


‘say, Of course, cannot expect to solve the enigmas which still re- 

i lunsolved after years of most painstaking and skilful work, but 

a tas nesessary to face the difficulties that rise up acainst one ; 
3 iota: ‘Seek to spy out this land, and thouzh they be as grashop- | 
= — ers “for multitude ‘and like. bh eee in appearance, to persevere in 


© hope ‘of leaving fewer Oo” them to oppose those who shall come ~ 
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ae 


“oPirst ‘of all, the Widey does not run on smoothly. There appears : 
: Fe an abrupt break between the end of Ex 19 and the: beginning o° 
s chapter 20. 19-25 reads: "So Moses went down unto the ‘people. and, ait 4 
oes W 20.1 follows: "And God spake: ail these words, saying». 4 
xe 3 on follows. the detalozue. A better sense.is obtained if, »ii 
q any Wellhausen and others, verses 18-21 of chap. 20 be. 
a efter 19421 ‘and before 20.1. The sequence then is: (21)"And | 
people ‘stood afar off, and iioses drew near unto the: thick darimess 
“God was. (1) And God spake all these. words, saying « « ah, 4 


is ascribed to. ae and the. verses. 18-21. . (chape 20) calpesa at 

good | conti inuation need not, be expected vcetween ‘W9025_ and 
: ter of fact. oo SeeR-p to be.smoothe.. . 
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“there sis no re that the last edition of the account of the: law- 
giving at Sinai resulted in the dislocation o: these verses, and 
Fart to above readjustment helps to restore at least the E account 
to better harmonye In the section of this dissertation entitled The 
Literary petting of the Decalogue an attempt will be itade to show 
the.course of the FE narrative over against that of the older histo- 
Tian Je 

.. Accordins .to .Exodus, chapters 20-23, it would appear that much 
more than the detalogue were proclaimed by Gode For at 20.22 Yahweh 
begins with.a.long series of "words", 0°227 and "judgments" 7? U5SwW) 
the avery beginning of which seems like a reiteration of the:second 
commandment, (20.23) "Ye.shall not make:geds of silver nor gods of 
~ geld". This seétion (20-22 to 23233) is called.the Book of the Cove- 
Tees because(24.4) Moses is said to have written "all the words of 
Yahweh" and this writing (24.7) is called the "boox of the covenant! 
i ‘in the.further discussion of the BC it will appear.to be a separate 
+ Gode;from.the.decalogue, and furthermore to consist of two parts, 
re evidently of Hif f erent ages, namely, the book o: the Judgments and 
_ therbook of Words. 
PP iis Should. one read on, Bansnne over the lone section attributed to 

_ *P_ (Ex 25-1. to 31.18a) one finds the:story of Moses' stay on ilount 
‘Sinai resumed. Yahweh tells him of the idolatry of the people. Iloses 
returns to. them, in anger breaks the stone tablets, (tables of tes- 

a. bimony. 32-15) upon which God had written, and God. then instructs 
. Moses. to prepare new tablets, promising to write ayain upon these %~s 
_ the same words.(34.1). When Moses again. returns to. the people: (34. ~ 
- 29). there. follows a general assembiy (35-1) at which iloses says: 
"These are the words. which Yahweh hath commanded, that we should : 
tar tbon.: Six days shall.work be.done:. «..«. Ye shail kindie:no fire: 3 
% = the savveth ee (3501 ~3) But of the "words" that stand in the = 


apt to enter upon the special questions associated with Ex 34, 
il. serve the present purpose to point out th@t no specific re- 
rence exists here to. the decalogue of chap. 20. It was from ready 
= this, section that Goethe concluded that Fx 34 and not Fe 20 con- 
ined ‘the words. written on CLS ee tables. 
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; — comiganding and of the thicx darkness, are a, md voi¢e: and 
| ke aided no more: ~ he: wrote. them upon two tables of stone and 
gave them unto mes" «The narrative voes on to the eftect that the 
i ‘people bezged iloses alone to hear what God had to say furthere And 
at Seems to be the meanins of Dt that whatever eése lioses heard he 
kept. to himself until he:stood in the. fields of Moab with Israel, 
_ just before he died... Dt thus gives clearly. the statement. that 
_ thesdecalogue, (according to. Dt 5. 6-18) stood upon the stone ta- 
blese, The story, of the renewal of .the.tables appears.aiso in. Dt. 
(1004, and. loses, telis.the.Israelites; that God wrote "according to 
4 <first writing, the ten wordse'’ Hereupon, lioses.says,-he toox the 
fables, of stone-end deposited them in the.ark. that.he) had. made. 
a 4EBS;. chief guestion. that meets oneshere is: If Dt be.a mere 
‘Pesune of. the story.in.Fx.and Nu, must the:writer not-have:had 
a different form of the narrative vefore him? Bor if Kx.20. 
 1852'. precedes 2021, aS. seeus very necessary, the decalozue.of 
e 206 it was spoken to lioses alone, and not to,the-»people as a 
| cog as Dt 5-22 holds. (Cf Dt.4.13 "And he:declared unto you 
bs covenant , which he commanded you to perform, even.the.ten , 
dments.") And with this rearrangement oF Ex. 20e18-21,. it is 
ear that because the people were terrified by the lightning, 
a Pimp at: ‘blast and smoke; (20.18) they | pes Gee | ‘ae not. to. let 


God speak directly with theme Dt Se 4,5 shows tnis order of ez. 3 

; aa Subsequent pages, these points, here merely outlined, will ; 
ce iled. treatment. . The. ae iumediately at hand. is to show J 
vas te the ge°aLecue or 3 $0 ut its Webl a) in, its (RES ent connec- ae 
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x TH LITERARY SETTING..OF. THE .DECALOGUE.OF EXODUS 20-22-17. 
i SEP I preceding. the. composite nature of-that part of the: =< 
ook of Exodus with which this examination has. to.do has been made) 
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3 sversed wi tb. rane ox piers ho edyepey tte of lezal pre= 
y of af which . 202-17 is. assumed to be one. z 
apey atives, the. chief are those of the early judean errs. 
a J and of the - writer from. the northern kingdom E.. ‘The: nie 
SS tate coues yery little. into consideration. It sup-. 9). 
0 the building | ot the . ars of the covenant, but a 
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“Of the legal vecapgesnagiy the one «that ks especially concerned 
revis) BC. 

. es is for the literary analysis, the sources as indicated by Driver 
a¥e followed on the ‘whole in the: following setches. 


a). The J Narrative. 

io The people are before the mountain. Yahweh cae from the mount 
to Moses: "Speak so and so to them, ‘and assure them that they shall 
;  beniy peculiar treasure if only they will keep my eerbananitialCiok 3b- 
_ 6) The=terms of the "covenant" are not here specified. loses obeys, 
assembles. the elders and rehearses the words of Yahweh before them. 
a: All the people -hereupon promise obedience. :This promise Moses re- 
a - ports to Yahweh in the Mounte (19-7,8) Yahweh teiis Moses to re- 

te turn to ithe people and fulfil certain ceremonial prestriptions, tor 
onthe: ‘third-day he should appear. (10-11). If man or beast so much 
as touch the ‘mountain «speedy death should foliowe (The punishient 

_ teibe: executed by human, not supernatural, avency«) When the ram's 
ews one the. people « are to come up sik the mountain, (te 12, 13) 


— eecet: kg iietchdetie dae (19220) and aiecina: him to go down again to re- 
strain the people from approaching, lest they try to see Yahweh 

and perish. ©(19621) The priests who come near must carerully ob- 
rve ceremonial rezulationse (19.22) Moses exvostulates that - 
bounds ‘have already been set. (vere23) nevertheless Yahweh reiter- a 
ates that Moses go down and return with Aaron, but to prevent the | 
le and priests from breaking through the carriers. This lioses 
Se (verses 24,25. The story passes on to 24.1) Yahweh-tells Mo- E 
Sito'come ‘uo into the mount ‘and bring Aaron, (Nadeb, Abihu and 
0 of the elders, 240152) yet Moses is to approach God alonee Nev- 
rthéeless «they all:see the God of Israelienthroned in his glory. (24. 
1). (There -is evidently a part of the story missing, but it re- 
Yahweh complains to Moses that the people 


| of, ay reason ox this. intention, (32.11) adjures Yahweh by the: 
rier ‘chs not to slay the peoplesand Yahweh yieldse (32612=14) 
it when Moses returns to the camp and finds that the people:are a 
agced in wild: orgies around:the:golden calf'he:finds«himself en- 
dy ‘and ordains-a tearful massacre of the rebels. (32-25-29) - = 
‘day, however, Moses ascends ‘the mount to implore tie: tons x 
t Yahweh: (although the latter had listened with favor to 
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14 
ae 4) anc loses y in conference with Yahweh » Sees pert of his 


series of pats RE 
ments. beats conti the. sta of Yahweh and bids Moses write: 
the words. of the covenant Just made, (presumably, upon the stone tab- 


x lets (34-14-28) 


a ey The EF Narrative. 


“ee "The Israelites come to the wilderness of Sinai. (19. 1,2a) and. 
oe encamp some distante from the mountain. (ver.2b) Moses ascends to 
_ where iGod dwells, (19.3a) who teils him to sanctify the people in 
De eikebiietion for the third day. ,(19+10), This message Moses deliv-— 
ers ‘and*gives' the people instructions as to wnat measures to ob- 
serve. (19.14f) On°the:third dey stranse phenomena occur. . The :woun- 
tein ismcovered With clouds, and thunder and. lightning rage. (ver.16) 
. Moses: ‘brings the: people nearer the tiountain to meet Ged, then, as 
the ‘trumpet which has been heard: (ver.16) sounds louder and louder 
_ Moses: “speaks to God who answers him audibly. (19.19). The people are 
_ terrified at the thunder and lightning and beg iloses to let God 
speak with him-alone but not to theme (20.19) Reassuring the peo- 
ee oles Moses approaches God, (19-21).whereupon follow. the. words of the. 
 Gecalogue , (2062-17) : Continuing his discourse: (20e22) God adds 

| Sertain°words, reiterating the:cowmand as to image worship and warn- ; 
against the use of hewn stones in making an altar, (probably | 
because: ‘this savors of carved images) and forbids the use of steps 


as" ar Paltar® approache, (2022-26) .Then follow the: "judgments" and S 


* 
. 


words" of the. eck (chapters 21-23). Woses Fegugns to. the people 
P BREMOERR BGS 


(upon hate ieiieat A), enc axcuts an, altar. hes upon ehi ce: a 
fiers Sacrifice and scatters the blood upon the people as a sign 


is an ais neon Boees: days. and nights ,(24.18b) at the end of ae 
"1 me Moses receives the "tablets of stone, written with ‘the: 

of God". (31.18), ...In the meantime the people grow mestive: iw 

on miata Shee, request, fashions e golden calf, to which they : 
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Sneké Wient: offerings, and then engage inssacrificial Peast. (32. 

a 1-6) Hoses receives command from Yahweh to go down, for the peo- 
ie Spite" have turned aside from the commandments so recently given, 
9(32.7,8)s° Taking the written tables of stone Moses descends. When 
Pe madisage=tis beopte' dancing about the: soiden calf he breaks the stone 
/ “tablets in®anger (32.39), grinds the calf to powder, strews it on 
 ‘the°water and makes the people drink of it, (32.20) and a plague. 
breaks out as evidence of God's displeasure with the people. From 

ie that. time on, they were not permitted to wear ornamentse (3235 ; 
Pa a 336 Si) 


_. The “There area few soints to notice about each account. The J 

 Ratrative is remarkable for the repeated ascensions and descents 

_wthat Moses is comelied to make into and fron the mountain, six 

_ jascensions in i In thecentire story there is no place ror the 

 decalogue until-chapter 34 is reached.» The interest leads up-to 

the point where’ Yahweh commands Moses to write the words*°of the co- 

_Venant- on the.tables.s(34.27) :For this reason the:collection of 

ae jaws in Ex 34.14-26.is usually called the J decalogzue. 

5 _The case with the E.,account is, diiferent.. The: words spo<en by 
,God.on. the mount may (readily be taken to be the decalogue of Ex 

2.217. At the :sane time,.it-.appears from the story that much 

more than the decalosue was, delivereds As itistands, it appears 

ae though _ "BC were appended to the decalogue, even thouchsthere 

0 Se eus to.be afresh beginning. (20422). But when loses sprinkles 

> ake? ‘people. With the.blood of the:sacrifite: (24.8) the exsression, 
ae 101¢ the blood of the covenant, which Yahweh hath made-with you 
) erning ali these words" applies primarily.to the "words" and 

AN "judgments" of the-BC. . The giving of -the stone tablets follows. “¢ 

3g he conclusion of the ; covenante (24.12) It is not said that the: - 


Chi OF, 


calosue. of Ex 20 was inscribed on these stone slabs, but the; tra— 


dae ~ bh 


Lon to that effect bas grown up from-the:fact that in. Dt.5422.. 


>1= 


is stated that the decalogue of Dt 5.6-21/18 was inscribed on 
‘stone. tables, and the. decalogues of Dt 5 and Ex 20 have;been— 


- Riti? 


n to. be. identical. The deterwination of what stood.onthese 
es of Ex. 24.12 is impossible. Since. itis aid previously. (24. .— 
shat Moses ‘wrote. "all the words of Yahweh" fs might be. inferred 
sthing | new was. inscribed on these pieces of stone, but — 


» bss ta uJ 


: guesswork. As Moses broke. ‘the stone: taolets into pieces Z 
‘thir d destent , (according | to E) from the: ‘mountaing this ie 


cons idp C ie 
leaves its re readers forever at a loss to ‘snow what mur yor 
- eae) ORs : State 


adi See voiced. ‘i “Bat aside from the cuestion Mg 
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: It. is of course noticeable, from the present combination of 
mn. two narratives, .J and E, that, the giving of laws engraved in 
stone, as recorded in Ex 34, serves to account for the restora- 
tion of the, tacles broxen oy lioses in his angere The editorial 
additions in, Ex 34.1 "- — like:unto the firstjand I will write up- 
On, the. tables the.words that. were.on the first tables, which thou 
brakest, "and 34.4 again. the phrase "like unto the first" indi- 
cate. this intention clearly enoughe | 

_(e), The: Book. of. the Covenant. 

‘, The: BC. consists, of ‘two parts, each with its distinctive tone. 
The "words": (20.22-26; 2218/1 7-23.19$-omitting 22.25/24-28/27-) 
bear more theiform of general religious principles’ while the "jude- 
tents" (2121-22. 18/17; 22.25/24-28/27) appear more lixe statutes 
devised to meet special cases that would arise in an agricultural 
colmunitye Of these two: parts, if, as seems-lixely, they are of 
different ages, the "judgments"sare probably.older; on the orinci- 
ple that. particular statutes- precede abstract principles, and re= 
ligious; generalizations are colparitively late-in development. 

For example, the;"judguent" involving restitution for damage done: 
to property as. 22-10-15 would take.fiorm much earlier.than the "word" 
23.8: "Thou shalt take no bribe: for a brive vlindeth them that 
fave sight, and pervepteth the words of the righteous." 
7 , Of these two parts of the BC, the collection of "words" most 
| a, resembles the .decalogue of Ex 20.in forme The."judgments"' 
are nostly in hypothetical form, as, eeg-, the section 21.2-22. 

1; 16. but in both parts there are tobe found reminiscences of 

Ex 202-17. Among the. judgments, -eege, 21e1/ reminds one:of the 
fifth commandment.s.And of the "words" 23412 is alwost an esact re- 
_ production of the fourth coumanduent. 
_ .The present exposition has in view only.the exhibition of the 

soreastien between the decalogue of Ex 20 and its literary setting, 
a so at this point no further analysis of the: BC need find place. 
aia Bruno. Baentsch (d-eBo Halle:1892) has made a very thorough ana- 
Beers 8 AF the .document, and in a later section soiie of his results 
_ wWiil find their proper mention and criticism. knough to, say here 
that the BC is. acknowledved on. all, sides to be -auong the oldest of 
Pag as Testament. sources, in its original forme 

+p dhe point in, question heres however, is whether the BC can 
; | properly be eueriiemsh. the. imuedtate continuation of the: decalogue 
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(a) It has appeared that there are reflections oi the decalozue 
in’ the. BC. It is not likely that such regetitions would oc- 
cur in @ unitary worx, tor they do not occur in a suilery, where 
it) Might be permissible to repeat for pedagogical reasons, but 
are rather distriouted at haphazard. 

)G@ii )--1t widl come to.light.as the discussion proceeds that the BC 

s| =has many points of resemolance with, the J section of Ex 34. 
sthe H.detalogue of Ex.20, on the other hand, does not resemole 
the J decalocue. | 
(111) The tact: that Dt in its older part, chapters 12-26, is an 
tentcevident expansion of the BC and that the decalosue correspond- 
fing to that in Ex 20: is) found in the fifth chapter of Dt, a later. 
$e@ction, has some weight in this connection. 

/ (iv) cThe stradition of Dt 5.19/22 "and he added no more" points to 
pent the conclusion that the decalozsue was early thougat of as 
‘Separate from its present contest 1a Exsdus. 

\@ Furthermore; even thy relocating Ex 20-18-21, there is yet a 
decided break cetween the decalogue and the BC. For after the 
ast icoiumandment .there: would follow: "And Yahweh said unto iloses; 

‘Thus sthen, shalt thou sayaimto the children of Israel, Ye .your- 
fselives have seen that I have:italxed with you from heavene" (20222) 
the This fits all the less exactly because first, it seems to be 
the beginning of a new address by Yahweh, and secondly, according 
“to Chapter 19, 20 Yahweh had descended upon mount Sinai. Hence he 

didnot speak.''froim heaven". But 19-20-is ascribed to J, and if, 
Jascdiost lixely, 20.22 be the proper sequel to 19619, (both E) it 
qwould fit, for in 19-19 "lloses spake and God answered him by a 

' Weices" This accords, too, withthe gensral representation of E 
+that God dwelt in the: heavens. 

6) derthesforegoing .shows that inorder to feanpea. an intelligibée 
yonder to the mach edited text of Ex 20-23, Ex 20-2-17 must appear 
obess and ; less an intezral part of the narrative than tradition as- 

cribes | to. + Va 

questASn far as the. narratives are concerned, their exposition is 

oe here completed. It will, be, next in order to compare the deftalogue 

be Eeee Bx, 20: with other well-imown codes of law, as, esge, the Section 
sometimes called the Lesser Book of the Covenant, Ex 34.10-27}3 

_ the decalogue of Dt 5; the Law of Holiness; Lev. chapters 19,20; 

a ‘and also with non-Biblical codes, such as the Codex Hammurabi and 

the Book of the Dead, of Heypt. Such a comerison will be found 

- necessary to the proper exposition of the code of Ex 20. 
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But before these Other codes are brought forward to be ranged 
alongside ‘the decalocue of Ex 20 certain conclusions mey be drawn 
from what the exposition has already broucht to light. 
"The Titerary setting Of Ex 20.2-17 is not harmonious. Two en- 
"= tirely separate narratives have been woven into one, though 
fot so closely but this fact is apparent without a doubt. The le- 
gal Section following the decalosue is not an intevral part of it, 
land itself bears evidence of edition. 
MD) Tf Ex 20.2-17 aid stand ubon the first tables, and the account 
PeS\ of Ex 19-34 inclusive. were to be taken literally, then the ‘con- 
ents or the second tables were not the words of Ex 20.2-17 but 
Tather those of Fx 34.10-26. But, 
3) It is not clearly shown that Ex 20.2-17 was ever engraved on 
Stone tables. As @ iatter of fact, there is no unambiguous state- 
sche it was. The direct stateiient touching Dt 5 (Dt 5.22) 
cannot be. applied unrestrictedly to Ex 20. 
(4) The collection of laws Ex 21.1-23.33 cannot be understood to 
my a unitary revelation; but rather the accretion of long years. 
Sy ‘Finally, then, it must be concluded that several different and 
© distinct azes in the history of the people of Israel are repre- 
sented - in the. section. of Exddus included in the literary setting of 


the: decalogue. 
Haralic! 
#550 i CODES, AND THEIR RELATION TO. THE DECALOGUE,OF EXODUS, 20. 
3e purpose, in calling attention now to some. of the other 
legal, ‘sections of the - Old Testament and to extra-Biblical codes, 
neue ly, that of Hammurabi and the Feyptian Book of tne Dead, is to 
vide” at least @ partial answer to two questions that are sure 
to be raised. The questions are: Did codes that are mown to be 
‘older’ than the decalogue influence its form or contents? and Of 
iblical codes , is that or Ex 20.2- sa contemporary with, older, 
ae than others? . 
e first. question “touches the profane codes. The second is a 


: ae ion of Biblical criticism. 
In order to dispose. of the first , Sine Babylonian and Eeyptien 
- des nentioned mast be examineds 
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(a). The Code of Hammurabi. 

This'set of iaws is of great importance:to biblical investi- 
gations, although the question as to how well, snown it was in Pal- 
estine during the early years of the Hebrew occupation is still an 
Open ones. It is highly probable, even if ‘copies ot it were not cir- 
culated, that its sudstance: was fairly well known. 

BAO Tak ine the "words" of Ex '20.2-17 in their order and seexing for 
Parallels; the foliowing result is achieved. "Words" that have no 
parallel are: as:folzowss]-ID WIls.IV VI. ox. OF the"words" 
that ‘have @ parallel, VII is most highly specifieds But these paral- 
Tels are’ by no iieans’ strikingly literal. For the manner of expres- 
Sion of the two codesiis very different.,Ex,20 is in the form of 
the catezorital imperative; the Code of Hammurabi, like BC, has the 
hypothetical <form, better Suited to a code of civil laws. 

Vil. Other important points of difrerence between the two codes are: 
that that .of Ex 20 provides no penalties, for transyression oi the 
commands, while Hammurabi specifies minutely what penalties shall 
follow: again, the decalogue has only general prohibitions without 
Specifications, while ;Hammurabi provides tor various forms ot a 
Single :oitfense...In this respect other sections of the 0.T. show 
far sreater.varallelism.to,Hamuurabi than the decalogue of Ex 20. 
(OeEe, Muller, (quoted in HD Exevole 608f) points out a remarkable 
parallel between Hammurabi .and.the:Law of Holiness, Lev, 20. 

(o;Hemourabi. ».. . Lev 20 
155. Adultery of a man with Vers12e Adultery ofa man with 
daughter-in-lawe. |. daughter-in-law. 

158+ Of aman with his fa-_ 11. Of a.man with his fa- 

a doerther’s.wifes... « , _ther's wife. 

157s Of a wan and-son i: 14...0f a.mother_and. daughter 
en oF One:womane -. ; with.one.mane 

liven It can hardly be made with: that the.decalozue of Ex 20 owes. any- 

. ‘thing: to Hammurebi, for without the existence or that Babylonian 

_ icodesthe® general: prohibitions-of x.20.might easily have taken ‘forme 

eee ozo: are documents in the'O-T. that plainly reflect the 

phraseology.and.form of Codex. Hammurabi is ii to. be: doubted. . The 

BC esge, Contains more:than thirty six rather exact parallels. to 
 tastmany. different paragraphs of Hanmurabi's laws. 

no peanssisensoneat, wish, what bas beem already found to. remark that 
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’ _()) The Book of the Dead. i 
’ ‘The Egyptian Book of the Dead is a collection of customs and 
directions, especially to departing souls, how to proceed upon 
reaching the carther shore of the abode of the dead. The traditions 
must have varied, <or the lists found in sarcophagi do not always 
agree. On reaching the place of judgment, according to the 125th 
Chapter of the Book of the Dead, however, the soul that aspired to 
felicity was obliged to maxe a larze number of negative confessions 
before. Osiris. and the forty-two judges» Oi the more than three dozen 
specifications found, the following correspond to certain of the 
"words". of the, decalozue of Ex, 20,5 as indicated by Roman numerals¢ 
Vie. » "I am not,one that slayeth his kindred." 
- «= “I am not a murderer." 
«."I givenot.orders. for murdere!" 
Vile, .'I,am not-an adulterer." 
Viti-’ "I reduce not the offerings in the: tempie." 
fe sel "I lessen not the: cakes: of the gods." 
: cites "I rob not the *dead of their funeral food." 
a= am VI snatch not the milk from the mouths of infants." 
‘"Tonet not the birds." 
enG 4 "PT eatch not the fish." 
(Kec **) “I°am not’ a tale+bearer." 
im STP tan not one“that telleth lies instead of truth." 
for © =(Sir°P.LePage Renouf"s translation, quoted by Sayce, in 
teeteo Karly Israel and Sur. Nations. See’also Ranke, in 
‘Se®tion ‘Altor. Texte u. Bilder 1909) 
*°°*This code is neither mondtheistic nor henotheistic; "I am not 
a doer of “that which the géds abhor." There is no mention of amace- 
making nor of itiae-+worship.e No sabbath nor stated festival is spok- 
en of ‘as ‘being observed or “disregarded. Only generally can the sen- 
‘timent for reverence for the divine name be’found in “I am not & 
-transgressor against the god." The only sention of parents occurs 
inthe reference to ‘killing one's kindred, and fo eee is not 
specifically namede 
_ "8fhus’ sifted down, while. surely four of the commandments of Ex 20 
are pareliéled, these four ‘sins, mirder, adultery, theft and un- 
gas cisanting ss prevalence; and the ee, the: Gere is Be 
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the form of the decalogue. 

piv Asefar, then;.as these two profane:codes are: concerned, it mhere- 
ly becomes» known» that:someof the sins wentioned in the decalo:ue 
had found format expression in public codes, of law or custom before 
the era imwhich the decalogue is. traditionally said to have been 
proclaimed. 

te Of the severai Biblical, codes.to,be compared with this decalogue 
especiadly under examination, the section of Leviticus known as H 
may be studied, first to, advantages For this document is a compon- 
ent part of. the priestly writing,(P), which in turn forms. the: liter- 
ary. basis. of the 0.T. in its present forme 
_(e) The Lew of Holiness. 

‘S) The séetion or Lev which offers the basis for comparative study 
consists of chapters’ 19 and 20% Several of the precepts of Ex 20 
find almost Literal repetition; "Ye shall keep my sabbaths." (19.3, 
30) "YeShall not steal’. (19.11) "Ye shall not swear by my name 
falsely,” (19.12) and others not so nearly phrased. The comands 
cited appear in the Second person plural instead of the singular, 
as in Ex 20. 
we A10 the "words" of Ex 20 do not’ occur, for no reflection of VI 

_and Xappéar. On the other hand, several of the conmandwents find 
repetition or are enlarged upon. The seventh, eeg., occurs first 
in direct connection’ with the law of mixtures (19.20) as @ special 
form of ‘adultery, namely, lying carralliy with a bond“maid who is be- 
ed to a husband. But this verse evideritly belorcs to the long 
oe (20. 10-21) in which no less than a dozen speci°ied di “fer- 
at Forms | ot cabian, are na crip van with BA ie ea 
& chapters are. TV. C7963: 30) -V, (19. 3;20-9) and VIII (19. sag 5) 
Aside from these reflections of statutes from Ex 20, that deca- 
logue Bannot be said to bear any resemblance to these two chapters 
a Leviticus. For this latter section consists of a long series of 
: dments, not especially unitary in form, yet being the-expres-— 
i ohne a Single underlying principle, that of holiness or separate- 
ness oft ‘the people to whom it is proclaimed. 
PS er the question of the relative ages of the Law of Holiness and 
_ the decalosues mst eventually be- asked, it is well to bear in mind 
<i vecniie ‘and sutceeding points “the date proposed at the beginning, 
(633). ‘for this doctment. The priestly writing (P) was doubtless ‘com- 
“posed during: ‘the Babylonian captivity, about the year 500 Be. i 
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litiis«very evideht that while H hasbeen much edited by P, the o- 
‘Piginal Howas found-and not=composed by the priestly writers If 
jone. follow: budde. (Geschichte ds altheb. Litt. 5 189) the year 550 
nwould-offer a convenient date “to asswne' for He It was evidently 
(CormbliJ9ff) put together some time between Dt and P, but the 
pert of H especially ‘concerned ‘here: (Lev 19-20) is acknowledged 
Ao “be vcomparitively old. ( Baentsch). + 
ereseTurning “from the Law “of ‘Holiness, two other oortions of the 
 Pentateuch that contain matter closely related to the decalozue 
tof Bx-20 present themselvess These are Ex 34 and ‘Dt 5. 6-21. As 
ithetlatter aidre closely résembies Ex 20, its discussion is dee 
‘ferred till after ive 
Xd) The ‘so-called Yahwistic Decalosue: 
so has been compared with “the ‘Elohistic. 
jatiks: to: whether..there’ be ‘a definite. "decalocue"” in Ex 34 is a 
iGuestiom which this»<investigation is not: bound to settles The ma- 
qority of well-known scholars decide that such a decalozue exists, 
though there:is wide diversity of opinion as to what its terms ares 
cal All that.requires: the limitation of the: "words" to ten are the 
ytwo: verses 34.1: and i286 “In 3461. Yahweh tells loses: "Hew thee | 
* two tables, of stone like unto the first: and. will write :upon 
the tables the words. that were onithe first tables, which thou» 
brakest, '! and in 34.28 the phrase ''the tem words" occurse 
+i on As* for. verse. it is plainly enough from the hand of the ed- 
ator that. adapted the story of the lawgiving vy J to the: story of 
E,an which Moses broxe the instribed taviets. The adaptation -is 
to explain the restoration, of, these tavlets and incidentally to 
utilize both stories. In the, original J, account. (see, pe 14), the 
: Verse probably reed: "And Yahweh, said unto Moses, Hew thee two 
ee tablets of stone, and, come, up in the morning unto mount Sinai, 
Ped Present thyself there to me on the top. of the. mountains" 
Waceptionai casdsy whe: > SL 
+ «edUnder almost all the hypotheses as to the decalogue, this would 
Make. H younger than either Ex) 20e2—-17 or Dt 5. 6-21. Only the: sup- 
ae | position, (e.gs, Vernesy) that Dt: in its present form was: published 
 wetter.the Exile: (sosaiso Hichthal) would either of the detalogues 
. be younger. Even in that casei Dt 5.6=21 could be taken as an edit-— 
_ wed form of Bx; 2062-17, so. that even these unlixely hypotheses do 
not necessarily affect Ex. 20. The question as to the ultimate age 


of the sources of Lev 19-20, it is seen, is at present left open. 
meat iS brobabléithat the number ten, as applied.to tae number o 
Pe erecepts in a moral code, does not go bac« to the oidest set 
Bemetwords™, i.6.5-inithe original E and J} accounts. 
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‘It is clear that if Ex 20.2-17 be weant by the words "the words 
that were on the first tables", and the "covenant" as recorded here. 
in Ex 34 was really written on the:second tav.les, the prowise: was 
not fulfilled. Surely, 34+1 cannot be orizinal. 

The phrase, "the ten words" (coimuandments) in 34.28 is no doubt 
to be considered a iater addition, wade on the:assumption that Ex. 
20 stood on the: first tabies.e But it waxes utter nonsense in its 
present connection and positively cannot belong to tne original text, 

For the purpose of this investigation, the. coue of Ex 34.is to 
be: considered only as a collection ot laws, very old, and o: iering 
remarkable:parallels to "words" I, II and IV of the.degalo ue of. kx. 
20..It-is easier to tind twelve:or fourteen separate "words" in Ex. 
34 than’ ten,? and it-seems far preferable, recalling Baentsch's 
suggestion that Ex 34 does not apparently assume any previous legzis- 
lation and that Ex 24.3-8 way well foliow 34.27, to refer to Ex 34. 
10--26 as "the: lesser book of the :covenant" rather than as the:.J de- 
caloguee 

It is usual to say that the code of Ex 34 emphasizes merely rit- 
ual observances while that of Ex 20 is highly ethical, and with zood 

reason. Ex 34 prescribes three annual stated assemolies off the peo- 
ble “before Yahweh", warns(in almost Deuteronomic fashion) azainst 
ailiances with the:Canaanitish gods or their worshippers, and urges 
upon the Israelites an iconoclastic prosram, involving the destruc-— 
tion of the heathen altars,(13) the:demolition of their Masseboth 
and theifelling of their Asherah, on the:zround-that Yahweh can tol- 
erate no rival in his worship. Interinarriaze is Srohibited on simil- 
ar srounds, (16) for the heathen wives would wish to worship their 
own gods still. The worship of Yahweh is to be without the medium 
of images (17). The:three religious feasts are to be Mazzoth (18), 
the -Feast of Weeks (22) and the Feast of Ingathering (22). First- 
lings belong to Yahweh and are to be sacrificed to him, (19,20) with 
exceptional casesy where the victim may be redeemed. Aside from the. 
great festivals the sabbath is to be kept as a rest day, even in 
plowing time:and in harvest (21). The manner of sacrifice:is strict- 
ly reguiated. No leavened bread or other ferment ‘is to be mingled 
with the: blood of a sacrifice (25) nor is flesh to be.boiled in 
milk (26) since: this, milk being generally used sour in the Orient, 
would be in the nature of a ferisent. (WeReSmith, ReleSeme221) And 
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i tt is probable: that the number ten, as applied to the numer of 
“precepts in a moral code, does not go back to the oldest set of 


 - "words", iee., in) the:original E.and J accounts. 
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i ‘for a similar reason no portion of the sacrifice is to ve lert o- 
| ver till the morning to spoil (25). 
: There are:a few points in which this code or Kk 34 touches 
that ot Ex 20. The :following table indicates the: dezree ot paral- 
ielism: 
Exodus 20 Exodus 34 
3. Thou shalt have no other gods i4a. Thou shalt worship no other god. 
before mee 


5. For I Yahweh thy God am a 140. For Yahweh, whose name-is 
jealous God. Jealous, is a jealous God. 
4. Thou shalt not make unto thee 17. Thou shait make thee no 
&@ graven image. : molten godse 
8. Rememoer the sabbath day to 
keep it holy. Six days shalt 21. Six days shalt 
thou labor and do ail thy thou labor, 
work; but the seventh is a but on the seventh thou 
Sabbath unto Yahweh thy God. shalt reste 


As to similarity, it may oe readily seen that both codes are: 

* framed in the second person singular, and the relative order of thes: 
three "words" of Ex 20, namely I, II and IV, is found to be:the same. 
in Ex 34. , 

The differences between the two codes are numerouse It was no- 
-ticed before, as a peculiarity of the decalozue of Ex 20, that the. 
'"“words" I and II referred to Mahweh in the first persone As these: 

Saime.two precepts are found also here in 34 it is interesting to no- 

_tice:that they and the rest of the code are consistently in the: 

third person. 

The motive. (the jealousy of Yahweh) attached to the second "word" 

_ in Ex 20 is in Ex 34 offered in connection with the first, the pro- 

hibition of other gods. And this seems to be a more natural placing 

for ite (Dt.6.14f has also preserved this arrangement. ) 

Ta the sabbath command (34.21) is to be round the rirst slight 
literal parallelism. 12 VN DO’ Ww "Six days shalt thou la- 
bor," stands in both. But in Ex 20.8 a whole sentence has been 
~~ placed before this: "Remember the sabbath day to keep it holy.'And 
Te in 34.21 the day is designated simply as a day of rest and not ex- 
- plicitly said to be.a "sabbath unto Yahweh". 
egy < Ex 34 has entirely to do with matters of worship. The ethical 
~~ note: is Guite subordinates On the contrary the ritualistic note in 
’ Ex 20 is sivordinatee This difference cannot be accidental. For the: 
"decalogue of Ex 34) in its present context, purports to be.a re- 
petition of the words imparted by Yahweh to Moses in the holy mount, 
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and the same context points to either the decalozue of Ex 20 or to 
: the BC as the ¢ontents of the broken tavletse The decalozue of Ex 
20, as already said, is not declared to have been enzraved on stone. 
at alle But the compiler who was responsible ror Exodus in its pres- 
ent form has fortunately preserved for us the three codes, the indi- 
vidual voices of which have not. been disguised by edition. They 3 2: 
speak to the present age clearly as voices ‘rom dififerent periods 
in the religious development of a people. The followings considera- 
tions jlead to this conclusion: 
meek Of the three sets of laws, the BC is the longest, the. most com- 
posate, and as its analysis by Baentsch shows, the most edited. 
‘The fact that it comprehends, in its present form, several kinds of 
laws _(eege, words and judgments) sugsests that its terms do not all 
come from & Sinzie aves Very ancient locai statutes, used as a basis 
for settling disputes, (as 22.1ff) refletts conditions that may have: 
existed as well in Auwos' day as in Gideon's. In fact, these judgment 
rewind one at once of Haumurabi's codee The BC is shown by its ¢hief 
investizaters to have reached its present state. gaa late in the: 
history of the Israelites, perhaps even after $5? Nevertheless, 
it contains very old material, some o* which is nearly parallel to 
the code of Ex 34. (Compare 20.23 with 34.17; 22.20 with 34.14; 23. 
15 with 34.18 and so on.) 
_Gii) This older element in BC is found in the code now under dis- 
cussion, ‘that of Ex 34. Sven Herner,in ,Ist der zweite Dekalog 
aelter als das Bundesbuch?! believes that he has wade it impossi- 
ble ever again to answer that question in the affirmative. But it. 
is still believed by many scholars that the "Lesser cook of the co- 
venant"forus one of the sources of the: yreater BC. And it has al- 
ready been pointed out (p.17 above) that the BC has much more mate= 
-Tial from Ex 34 than from Ex 20.2-17. Furthermore, the echoes of the: 
decalogue of Ex 20 in the BC are the very orecepts that Ex 202-17 
and Ex 34.10-27 have:in common. 
(iii) The BC, then, uses Ex 34 as a source, while-it does not use 
_ 20¢2-17 as suche Aside from this internal evidence the con - 
Cise and syuietrical form of Ex 20, its weil balanced distribution 
of interest between the Godhead, the family and society, its lucid 
simplicity, its elevated moral tone and its comprehensiveness mark 
_ this decalogue as a product of a later age than that which produced 
2 Sadana 
Ss ‘This view is quite generally held. Smend (Lehrb. d. alttl. Rel. 
278) argues that the code of Ex 20 presupposes that of Ex 34, "Tor 
ik enhances the prohibition of wolten images of zsods to a prohibi- 
ae a ail ona of « iepinale even Shed fag sb and stone, and above: 
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In the couwarison of Ex 20.2-17 with the:related codes it re-~ 
mains only to note the remarsable paralielism between it and 
Deuteronomy 5. 6 - 21, 


and to comment upon the equally remarkable divergences to ve found 
in the reasons annexed to "words" IV,V and xX. 

This couparison requires the more extended consideration be- 
cause, while for the most part the varaileiism is complete, the va- 
Tiations, especiaily in the case of the sadbatn commandment, are so 
striking. A study of the: differences points stronzly to the :prioritg 
of Ex 20. 2-17. The:synopsis of the: parts especially concerned fol- 
lows: 

Dt.5 Ex. 20 
12. Ooserve the sadoath day to 8. Remember the sabbath day to 
keep it holy, as Yahweh thy keep it holy. 


13. God coumanded theeeSix days 9. Six days 
shalt. thou labor and do all shalt thou labor and do all 
14. thy work; for the:seventh 10. thy work; out the seventh 
day is a saobdath unto Yah- day is a sacoath unto Yah- 
weh thy God: in it thou weh. thy God: in it thou 
shalt not do any work,thou, shalt not do any workx,thou, 
nor thy son, aor thy daugh- nor thy son, nor thy daugh- 
ter, ner thy wan~-serrent nor ters. <3 thy man-servant nor 
thy maid-servant, nor thine: thy maid-servant, nor 1 
OX, nor thine:ass, nor any 
of thy cattle, nor thy strang- thy cattle, nor thy strang- 
er that is within thy zates: er that is within thy gates: 


that thy man-servant and 
thy maid-servant may rest as 
well as thoue 


15. And.thou shalt remember 11. For in six days Yahweh made. 
that thou wast a servant heaven and earth, the sea, and 
in the:land of Egypt, and all that in them is, and rested 
Yahweh thy God brought thee. the seventh day: 


out thence by a mighty hand 
and py an outstretched arm: 


therefore: Yahweh thy God com- wherefore Yahweh olessed 
manded.thee.to keep the sab-— the sabbath day and hallowed ite 
bath day e 
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Dt 5 
16. Honor thy father and thy 
mother, as Yahweh thy God 
commanded thee: that thy 
days may be long, and that 
it may go well with thee, 
in the land which Yahweh 
thy God giveth. thee. 
21. And thou shait not covet 
thy neighbor's wife; thou 
shalt not desire thy 
neighbor's house, his 
field, nor his man-ser- 
vant, his ox nor nis 
ass, nor anything that is 
thy neighbor's. 


27 
Ex 20 


12. Honor.thy tather and thy 


mother , 
that thy 
days may ve: long 


in the land which Yahweh 
thy God giveth thee. 


Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighoor's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy 
neighbor's wife, 

nor his man-ser- 
vant, nor his ox nor his 
asS, nor anything that is 
thy neighoor's. 


"Remember" ~)1>7T becowes in Dt “Observe” “)1IOW (Rx 20.8- 
Dt 5012). The word ))Dv/ is one of Deuteronomy's characteristic 
symbois and the probability is stronger that -))D7 was discarded 
intentionally by Dt in favor of ))2W than that )0W was the: 
original and that the editor of Fk suostituted J071. 

.The addition (Dt) "as Yahweh thy God coumanded thee" does not 
serve well here, for the words indicate that a orevious ¢Stumand 
is well known. And if the passage Ex 202-17 be:supposed to be: the 
original of Dt 5... 6-21,(as seems wost likely) these: words betray 
the editor's consciousness of the fact. The same formula is af- 


fixed to the fifth co..manduente (Dt 5.16 cf. also 5e15 


1005 26416 


30-8 and elsewhere.) Thd:words are strictly Deuteronowic and plain- 
ly detract from, rather than add to, the: itpression of originality. 
Papyrus Nash contains no trace .of.the phrase. 

_....The:parallelism continues, from "six days--" to "~~~ stranger 
Within thy gates," excepting the additions, (plainly expansion in 
the interest of completeness,) first, of the particle: "nor" (Heb |) 
and second, of "thine ox, nor thine:ass, nor any of" in qualifica- 


tion of "thy cattle". 


ages A totally new element appears next, in the form of a humanitar- 


an 


ian sentiment, offered as a reason for observing the sabbath; name- 
_ ty, “thet thy man-servant and thy maid-servant may rest as well as 
- thoue" The'spirit of this addition harmonizes very weil with that 
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g.0f the "humanitarian laws" of Dt (22.1-4, 6-8 23.15/16-16/17 et ald 

_ .it is to be noted particularly that in 24.18 and 22.(included in 

_ the *humanitarian laws) the expression "thou shalt remember that 
thou wast a bondman in Eeypt" is closely connected with the other, 

“thererore I command thee to do this thing". 

This new element is surely Deuteronomic, and favors the suppo- 

Sition that the:code:of Dt 5 is secondary to that of Ex 20. 

‘The ‘humanitarian thotive is followed in Dt 5.15 by the exhorta- 
tion to remember the days of slavery in Epypt, and this, in turn 

is given as the vasis of Yahweh's command, namely that the Israel- 

ite: should have compassion on his slavese As the synopsis shows, 

this has no psrailel in Ex 20. If further remark Were necessary to 
enforce the conclusion that D found the: decalogue in somewhat the 
form of Ex 20 and worked it over with many of his favorite ideas 
and phrases, it may be noticed that it suits the parenetic puroose 
of D to remind the people often of the: low estate :from which they 
_ comes (4620 15.15 16.12 24.18,22) And while even in the paral- 
lel parts of the: two codes there are Deuteronomic Sie teary. 
(explained as due’ to the Dtc redaction) the additions are especially 
rich in phrases and words peculiar + D, as "Yahweh thy God", "might 
y hand" end “og aa ra arial, and "therefore : Yahweh thy God com- 
ence thee.' 

‘Referring to the synopsis again, the reason urzed in Ex 206.11 
for the observance of the sacbath does not appear at all in Dte On 
the theory that Dt is later, it is more difficult to explain such 
ap omisSion aad to account for the ‘additions heretofore . commented 
upon. But it is Very probable that the explanation of Driver (LOT 35) 
“is the true one. The verse (Ex 20.11) "is dissimilar in style to JE: 
in its first clause it resembles closely 31.170, and in Its second 
Gen 2-3a,- both passages belonging to P. As the-author of Dt is not 
likely to have omitted the verse had it formed part of the decalogue- 
at the time when he wrote, it is not improbéble - that it was intro=- 

; “duced: into the:text of Exodus subsequently, upon the basis of the: 
_ Rens: of P just cited." 

rs If this explanation be accepted- and it is very plausible- then 
er Dp ‘simply took the Ex form of the: commandment and expanded his motive: 
ae as FE spow abovee He did not omit Ex 20.11 for he’ did not find ite 
oe The. sabbath commanduent has been considered somewhat at length, 
not unjustly. For the sabbath question iS in Zeneral of consid- 


4 


ine “of the . results achieved here ‘must be taken up again and be. 


— luportence in the:investigation of the rise of the: decalogue; 
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ah ‘The. problems presented in the synopsis of siocsent V and K are. 
interesting and not difficult. The: Dtc "as Yahweh thy God commanded 

thee" has already been discussed, snd this tn 7g TAs 5e16 Ex 202 
12) cited.above. Dt promises prosperity. as well as long life to 
those who honor their parents. 

Supposing that Dt_5.were the original, it would be very difficutt 
to explain why Ex retained, the promise of ionz life.and discarded 
‘that of prosperity. But if the supposition that Ex 20 is prior to 
Dt 5 be ‘persisted iny it is clearly enough in the spirit of D to ex- 
pand the thought by the wse of a stereotyped formula. (See 4.40 
Bo 6s 6618 5.26/29 “12.35,28°- 22.7) 
| Finally, in the: tenth commandment, the variations offer differ- 
@nt sounds for conjecture. The order of tet tit "wife" then 

“house”) has weighty testimony in its favor. LXX and N are:two early 
and independent witnesses for it. It is probable that thé original 
order does not appear in Ex 20017. (See pe 69. ) 

e; ‘In ‘general, the style of Dt 5.6-21 is more:finished than that of 
Ex 20.2-17, as Driver (Deut. 1.C.C. p-84ff) ooints out in detail. 


ee ey ae 


And in particuler, the sentiment (Dt 5.9) that Yahweh will visit the: 


a iniquity of the fathers upon the children of the third and fourth 

b generation Gollides with the strictly Dtc principle: (24.16) "The: 

fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall 

_ the*thildren be put to death for the fathers." 

The -exposition of the: codes that bear upon Ex 20.2-17 witha 

_ greater Gr less degree of importance is here completed. Some of the: 

findings wili- furnish material in the:leter discussion, but before: 

‘proceeding to the forhal construction of a theory, it will be of 

help here®to specify some of thé: conclusions that follow logically 

_ from the:expésition nontained in the pages up to this point. The. 

_ following seem to have appeared clearly. 

 _¢%).No-parallelism between Ex.20cand the Codex Hammurabi or Book of 

‘© wethe:Dead can be:sffirmed, though some common subjects appear in 
sees} iso VIII, wii while Hawumurab i has also V in common with 


"responding to VI in’ Bx 20. 


shee Code:of Holiness. (Lev ra 20) has ie pees encan sa eight 


‘a 


) the Lesser’ ‘Book Sf ‘the. Covenant, Ex 34. 10-26, appears to be. as” 


een Ex 20. Ritaal aad sacrifice are’ garage epee nadie. 
sigh rer ven" %, iba, 
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& the co. des On the hay aice that the normal developuent is from 
ae rite ual to ethical lezislation, Ex 202-17 belonys to a later age. 
ie Dt 56-21, on the gontrary, seems to be a later version of Ex 
hd 20. 2-17. This chapder of Dt (chap.5) shows acquaintance. wita the : 
_ prophetic: narrative JE and also, it is believed, with the Elcohistic 
a document. (E) which continued to exist separately after Rje had unit- 
ed the: guae"e and Eohraimite documents. (Steuernagel: Lehrb. d. Einl 


Ss. 1946, 


 4eSOME- QUESTIONS. THAT ARE, OCCASIONED BY .THE FORHGOING COMPARISON. - 
ee Itlisiwebl»to raise.certain queries here and answer them, thus 
| affording firm ground from.which to-startiin the:attemot to ac- 
Vo shngagd the ‘rise ofthe decalogue:of Ex 20+. The aim is still to 
ie, _ providean exposition of the facts upon which any-theory must reste 
 _(a) What-industrial,.civic or other. outward conditions dees Ex 20. 
| 2897 assume? 

is so» First of all it.assumes agricultural surroundings. Cattle are: 

.  & couuon possession. (ver-10,17) and are;used.as ceasts of labor 
"and burden. Hired heip.is.an,established part of the tillage of 

_ the:jand and both sexes are:represented. This fact is fully estab- 
‘lished through the.clear.assumption of agricultural conditions 1) 
by, Bx. 34, Which appears.to be-earlier than Ex 20. 

Tit _ Second, the :institution.of marriage:as the: basis.of a family 
is.assumed.by the fifth "word". | 

_ 2 Third,. Yerse:10 presupposes the existence of such a national es 
a self-consciousness that the statusrof a stranger )) is recognized. 
“verse: aise argent indicates: thesexistencesof walled towns, 


ge from Tyre :to-make the ornamental brass—work of the :temple:._ . 
iid 1D)e.- snect a 
coBifta, certain. enebanttel principles, such as. the:right to.» 6 
won property, (vere 15,17) and with it doubtless the:right to | 
tansfer such property is assumed. 
“geet sare ins the: title, "I am Pehueh< — Gods: who brou ght 


stic. ‘animals; cows aud sheep. The : aSS y asa beast ‘of 
y "oloving-tise and harvest". Ver »22,"uheat-harvest" 
ering". Ver. 23f a definite. place. of assembly 
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ip ly centuries of elapsed time. For the words surely do not fit 
an event so recent as the connection in Fx 20¢2 take it, and the 
deca&losue assumes residence in Palestine, not iz the wilderness. 
(bo: Does Ex 20%2-17 appear to be a self-contained code? 

oe By this is meant;— are these seventeen verses to be considered 
eas a literary unit, or are:they out a part of a larger legal sec- 
‘tion? It has already been shown (pe17) that vetween the decalozue. 
@ndthe:BC there: is such a decided break es to preclude the: theory 
that they are frou one hand as a single: document. Was the decalozue. 
considered, then, by the:editor of the Book of Exodus as an epitome, 
@n ‘introduction cr a supplement to the Book of the Covenant? 

Lif at-were considered supplementary to the: BC it would have: 
been placed after it rather than before it. As for its ceing an 
‘epitome, the:fact that the.three:yearly festivals are omitted 
‘from the: decalogue .(Fx23.14f), that many such pkecepts as that 
‘of “the ‘Sabbatical year (23.10f),; sacrifice-of firstlings (22.28, 
| “29yrand slavery (21.2ff) with others (esge, 22.5%) are not at all 
_- SuumBd “upy teke:the hypothesis unlixely. It is wore likely that the. 
“editor: placed these ten*principles at the head of this legisla- 
ion: ‘as °a°superior introductory section. 

: ~© “Looked at from-every point of view, the. decalogue of Ex.20.2- 


eae net int ated eta, 
, 


* 


=" 


 -t7 stands out from its context as a4 seperate document. It makes a 
| _ strong claim for itself to be a self-contained literary unity, as 
“ach” so aS the Lord's Prayer, which, in fact, offers a remarkeole. 
ES ¢ NeTe analogy, in that it is fond in two different contexts and 
ie with Slightiy varyin® forms. 
“© “Meisner has emphasized the very apparent artiviciality of the. 
literary dependence: of Ex 20.2-17 uwoon' its context and claims that 
_ “this decalozue is the Deuteronomic decalogue; which was suostitut- 
St here: for the original E D'barime It has become evident that the: 
vf decalogue. was inserted at its present location in Fx 20 at some. 
stage. of the editorial process, (when to be-determined later,) but 
it is not at all necessary to suppose ‘that Dt 5.6-21 was first com- 


posed and that the priestly writer took that decalogue: and inserted 


ae at the place‘in question. A more probable way will appear where- 
by this result was achieved. i : 
= “(e) To what extent is the: decalogue of Ex 20 monotheistic? a5 a 
Tt is not clearly monotheistic in expression. The'first cotmand- ‘ 


presupposes the existence of other deities that would be con- 
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E aba) Does Ex 20.2-1/7. represent a higher staze:in the :developuasnat in 
4. +ethe people of Israel than Ex. 34.10-26% 
\-+-Thesanmswer in the affirmative is usually made;and on the sround 
that.ethical precepts are.a priori later than ritual prescriptions. 
That ethical ideas are later in development that concre#e:and spe- 
cific, ceremonial requirements is an established fact in the study 
of religions But it is, not to be denied therepy that ethical vrin- 
ciples were given public utterance even in pre-ilosaic times. 


si, 


This question as to the relative stage of development refiect- 
ed by Ex 20 is essentiaily one of fact and not of possibility. Th 
history of the people Israel indicates that in the early period 
Titual observance was eluphasized while not till later did strictly 
wdoral precepts rise to the point of chief emphasise And even in 
the-era distinguished by the labors of Amos, Hosea, Isaiah and 
“Wicah the-people ‘held rather to the view that Yahweh could be: pr 


pitiated by abundance :of sacrifice while :the moral life remained 
. “unchanged. 
a, eet it should fall out that the decaiosue, even in an avvreviated 
form, were. @ product of a later age:than that of Moses, this would 
Ps » p ’ 
not b be based upon the contention that it. was impossible for Moses 
to frame such commands. It would ve:cased rather upon the arzument 
up & 
that it is improbable that he Would frame.such a code, supported 
Certain evidence that inward morality in men and the spiritual- 
B Mig’ vere relatively new thouzhts as late as the eighth century BeCe. 
a: weS*The differences in fora of expression between x34 and Ex. 20 
; 
& 
§ 


o- 


also fend force to the: persuasion that Ex 20 is the later. For in 

the | discussion of the BC it came out that abstract or general prin- 

 eidles” Calle - after concrete or particular prescriptions. (pe16). So 

that it ‘Is safe:to assume that Ex 20 represents a higher stage:in - 

] “the developnent of the people of Israel. 

8, Does the foregoing favor an early or a late date for the :forma- 
be. tion of the decalogue of Ex 20? 

Gena. ust be: acknowledged that thus far the .evidence points to a 

late. rather than ‘an early dates Of the:codes compared with Ex. 20 

0. £4 5 seeus to be. Later. The. dist tance between Ex. 34 aa. Ex. 20 


nen 


a + 
4 
he 


[oi Tt. is too early "att this point to _attempt.to fix.upon.a date ; 
tthe periods. concerned may be, defined.so.that the :way.to. later 
epee may. be: somewhat prepared. sy 4 

earl date would mean. either the period of the wilderness .wan- 
y Moses ! ‘time ) or possioly _the | tiwe ‘preceding the establish- + 
the ‘monarchy. But this. latter petiod.is of all highly basics 
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date for the decalogue is considered,;this period of possibility 
is taken to mean from about 850 to 500 B.eCe, or even to a still 
later date. 

, As far as the present discussion has gone it appears that 

: when the: decalogue of Ex 20 assumed its present form the :peopie 

. ‘tO Whom it was addressed were an agricultural foik, settled in 
Palestine and under the:influence of ethical teachers who were in 
possession of highly developed moral principles. 


PART IIe CONSTRUCTION. 

1» THE PROHIBITION OF IMAGES A CRITICAL POINT IN DETERMINING 

THE AGE OF THE .DECALOGUE. 

(a) An examination of the historical books of the-0.T. reveals a 
Significant absence, often remarked upon, of any reproof for 

worship of imagese And the:use:of this fact to aid in determining 

the :age:ot the second coumanduent is not merely the so-called 

Naroument from silence”, as will appear in the detailed examina- 
tion to follow. 

» The: question itself needs to be carefully and closely defined. 
It. is not alone:the:fact that imazes were worshipped which needs 
tO be:brought out. That is plain enough. It is not only the:fact 
that a vast majority off the peopie, es«g-, the northern kingdom 
under Jeroboam I adopted images as a medium for Yahweh worship. 
All admit that this is so. But the: question, whose answer is to 
be‘the ‘result or thie: investigation, is this: Of the men who are: 
known. to have:-deen thoroughly loyal to Yahweh and his worship as 
it was understood in their time, are there any who reouke or re- 
prove the instances of image-worship that came within their sphere: 
of activity?© The further inquiry may be:made: Did any such men 
indicate, on appropriate occasions, that they knew of any such 
authoritative prohibition as that of the: second "word"? 

Iteis true:that the:history of the:period concerned is very 
_insufficiently recorded in the:Books of Judges, Samuei and Kings. 
But -the:fact that the Books,ot Kings, for instance, were edited by 
& man under the: influence:of Deut gives assurance that if a record- 
ed protest against Jerovoam's bulls had been found by him it would 
scareely have been expurgated. It is also true that the: testimon- 

_ ium-e:silentio should always be:used cautiously in estavlishing 
important conclusions. But it is important, too, to consider wheth- 
Pc we or no such a testimony as is saught in a certain case would 
" ‘pmobaoiy appeare Eege, in the:series of stories about Elijah, 
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does the:content render it provable that a protest against im- 
age worship woudd have veen recorded had Elijah uttered such. 
_Theichief topic of the:Elijah stories preserved to us is" Baal 
or Yahweh? The :principle:is that of the:first commandment, clear- 
ly enough. It seems probable that if Elijah had spoxen agsinst 
Such practices as those:concerned with the:calves of Bethel and 
Dan it would have :found mentione Further consideration of this will 
ap ear. 
tn connection with this second "word", however, and its origin, 
it 1s Weilto bear in mind that those.who hold to the:"imageless 
shrine at Shiloh" as an argument for the :early existence:of this 
principle : depend strongly upon the :arzumentum ¢-silentio in 
maiwtaining the -iwagelessness of the sanctuary at that early site. 

But.the detailed investigation of the:whole: question begins 
properly with the: 

4, ae Books of Samuel. . 

-In these:vooks the oidest reliable strata of the history of 
Israel are:to be:found. The entire ;two books of Samuel may be.con- 
Sidered to be pre-Deuteronomic, excepting probably the passages 
in chapter 7, 8 and 12 (I) which Driver (183) thinks are:in part 
expanded by a Deuteronomic hand. 

When Samuel, in his tapacity as judge, (ISa 7.15) erected the: 
Masseba at Eben-Ezer it was as a memorial of the:victory over the: 
Philistines (ISa 7.12). But he:couples the name ‘of Yahweh signifi- 
cantly With the erection and naming of this stone. + This does 
not prove that Samuel favored the:use of symbols, yet it is hard- 
ly to be thought that this Masseba was erected as a boundary 
stone: (as,namely, in Gen 31.45 "Mizpah" and Jos 15-6 18217 "the: 
stone of Bohan the:son of Reuben".) And the:strong probability as 

at Rben-Ezer acquired some :.desree of identity with the: presence. 
of Yahweh. 

».. However it may have:veen in Samuel's Hay, later on these. ''pil- 
lars" or "cairns" of stone were considered as idolatrous symbols. 
_(WeReSe ReleSeme 203)e Even Konig, who is very conservative on. this 
question, admits (GATR 267) that Masseboth could be symbols at 
least of Baal. The:evidence of the: Pentateuch is unamoiguouse (Ex 
: 34.13 Dt 12.3 also Micah 5.13/12) 
“ .The:stone: Ezel, mentioned casually in the:story of David and 
Jonathan, (ISa 20.19ff) may have:been a boundary. It surely was 
a well-known landmark. The ‘LXX makes it clear that it was a heap 
Of stones or cairn rather than a pillar. (apy d@ , a translitera+ 


oi .The stone: was so named by Samuel and the ‘place received its 


ss name -from the :stone« ISa 4-1 5.1 are anachronisms. 
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tion of ‘a rare Hevrew word weaning "cairn", WeReS. OTJC 81). 

Not too much stress is here:laid upon the existence of these. 
monuments as to proof that the:early Israelites worshipped God be- 
fore them. The most that can oe said is that the name of Yahweh 
was ciosely associated with the erection of such stonese On the: 
testimony of both FE and J Jacob erected a stone at Bethel to com- 
memorate a remarkaole theophany, thus showing that in the period 
covered by the: Books of Samuel such an act would be: considered 
proper and pious. 

- Bus upon the >question of image-worship in general in this per- 


iod net much testimony even as to its existence is available; to 


Say nething of a rebuke of ite On the hypothesis of the late:rise: 
of thg:second commandment this lack of data may have: its ground 


in the fact that imaze-worship was but little:practiced in that 


era. Jhe ‘surrounding peoples seem to have been couparatively free. 
from ite + It is this very period when the: "imageless sanétuary" 
at Shiloh flourished, upon which so wuch weight has been laid in 
Support of the existence of the:second “word”. (Konig GATR 218, 
Sellim Finl.23). Yet it is quite :probable:that the brass serpent 
of Moses was preserved, possibly even worshipped theres And that 
image-worship was actually practiced to some extent in Israel dur- 
ing that aze'is shown by Jud. 18.31. 

Tt appears probable that the early Israelites were not strong- 
ly tempted to resopt to symbols in their worship of Yahweh. Not 
untilthe influence of Phoenecia and Babylonia vecame strong upon 


Israel did the people of Yahweh “ill the-land with idols. Excava- 


tions ‘show from the:-early period numberless Masseboth but no idol 
as Suche Apropos to this Cornill remarks: (Monist,Chicago,xx.No.2, 
April; 1910) "The:tribes and races in the midst of which Israel 

lived-at the:time of Moses were not idol-worshippers (in the sapse: 
of ‘image-worshippers); so that Moses had practically no occasion 
for ‘such a command as 'Thou shalt not make:unto thee any sraven 


 imagee'" (p.179) 


Since ‘the ‘evidence points so strongly in this direction, it 
becomes evident that not mich trace:of image-worship is to be ex-— 
pected until the:influence of Phoenecia and other idol using coun- 
tries became ‘effective. 
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i Dess- der Kultus der alten Araber bildios war und sich le= 
atich, aut heilige -Naturmaler beschrankte, wissen wir langst." 


(hur Einitet Lung, Grint) 
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_There:is, however, one: very exceptional case to notice, and 
that is 
: the brass serpent, 
ienich: Moses himself is credited with originatinge At a very late. 
date, namely, in the:reign of Hezekiah, (II Ki 18-4) this idol 
was in the temple:at Jerusalem. Hezekiah removed it, for up to 
that time the: children of Israel had burned incense to ite The. 
history of this interesting survivor of the: wilderness period (cf. 
“Nu 21.8,9) has not been traced for us by any of the: documents hand- 
ie downs May not the very silente of the:0.T. writers indicate: 
© burning of incesse to this brass serpent was not con- 
cared an abnormal or disallowed thing? 
*" The early period covered by the:books of Samuel cannot be: lefit 
oe Without a consideration of the objects of worship known as 
; -Teraphime 
Even in the pre-Feyptian time:there is mention of such objects 
‘and they ere: unmistakably synonomous with "gods". For they were: 
-uSed as oracles by Labane Rachel, when she left her ancestral home, 
‘surreptitiously toox her father's teraphim, and unknown to Jacob, 
“her husband, persisted in their possession by an artful trick. (Gen 
*31.19-35) Laban indignantly asked Jacob (ver.30): "Wherefore hast 
‘thou stolen my gods?" 
= There: is still another casé where: teraphim were stolen, nalie= 
“ly in the*case of Micah, (Jud 18.18f) whose: "carved image; ephod, 
“*eraphim and molten image” were carried away by the :Danites. There: 
“seems to be no question that these: teraphim were images of the. 
‘deity. Hosea says: (3.4) "For the children of Israel shall abide. 
ihany days without a king, and without a prinee; and without a sac- 
-rifice, and without a masseba,and without an ephod, and without te- 
“raphim." ‘That this object (teraphim, tho plural in form, has no 
singular) was sometimes en object approaching human size: may be:in- 
“ferred by the account of David's teraphim, which were:placed in his 
bed when he made-his escape. (I Sa 19.13ff).On the other hand, 
“those-which Rachel hid by sitting upon them must have been smaller. 
7% The :presence’of teraphim in the house of David is considered by 
the historian 2 perfectly normal thing, since it is merely men- 
“tioned that Michal took the :teraphim and put it in the bed. Plenty 
_ “of teraphim were still to be:found in Jerusalem as late-as 621 B.C. 
“the date of Josiah's reform, for in II Ki 23.24 it is stated that 
Sall:the workers with evil spirits and the: wizards and the:teraphin 
and idols were :put away in order that the newly found code :of Dt 
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The foregoing evidence points strongly to the: conciusion that 
whilesimaze-worship was not probably carried on at the:sanctuary at 
Shiloh, still images representative of the: deity (Yahweh) were not 
jacking in the time:of the Judges and the days even of Saul and 
Davide That fact, however, is not so significant as the:other fact 
that has been pointed out, namely, that the use:of images represent- 
ing the deity for worship or divination was not considered in those. 
days. an abnormal or forbidden thing. It was not the restraining in- 
fluence of the second commandment, but the: historical fact that the: 
Israelites were:not open to influence from idol-worshippers, that 
Saved them irom becoming enthusiastic image :worshippers in the:era 
of King David and befores 

_ (ii) The : Books of Kings. 

_..When the: evidente:of the:Books of Kings is considered it will 
be.borne:in mind. that.the:influence.of Deut had bezun to be: felt 
before: the compilation of. the:books was completes According to Weil- 
' heusen and Kuenan the compilation of ] Kines was practically com- 

plete:oefore 600..The narrative:is therefore less objective than 
that, namely, of II Sa 9-20. In II. Ki there is much evidence of 
the influence:of Deut, for exampie, im II Ki 14.6 the iaw that the. 
fathers shail not be: put to death ror the:children « e+ « is quot- 
ed literally from Dt 24.16 to show why Amaziah slew only his ser- 
Vants who had killed his father, but did not kill the:children of 
the murderers. This merciful innovation needed explanation. In fact, 
the compiler of kings judges the subjects of his history entirely 
according to Dt. Over and over again occurs the phrase: "The: high 
places were:not removed.e" Only when Hezekiah came on the scene can 
it be:said: (II Ki 18.4):"He removed the high places and brake: the. 
masseboth and cut nown the: Ashera." The Deuteronomic standpoint of 
the compiler is clearly seen in the:expression: (18.6) that Heze= 
kiah "clave to Yahweh and «apt his coimandments which Yahweh com-— 
_ tanded Moses." . 
+.» Among the:points that may be.fodnd in the: Books of Kings, the. 
e most Significant is that of 
elt fs. Jeroboam's calves of gold. 
_ Upon his being acclaimed king over the:northern tribes Jeroboam 
- eonceived the: idea of having two images of gold erected at the. 
northern and southern limits of his domain for the worship of Yah- 
: wehe When the. calves were set up the: king proclaimed them as "thy 
‘gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the: land of Fyypt," 
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we Ki 12.27) namely, to keep the. northern Israelites from voing 
— to, Jerusalem or. to other Judean sanctuaries. : 

i _« The. deprecatory notices of these calves now to be read in Kings 
7 come from the: pen of an editor under the influence of Dt, but of 
! the.men. who. might be expected to protest against them as a depart- 
_ ure froma ¢hief, command of God,none raise a sytleble. 

’ "The man. of God out of. Judea" 

‘ie: was sent "by the:word of Yahweh unto Bethel" (I Ki 13-1) wouid 
besexpected to denounce: Jeroboam for his violation of the second can- 
iandment. But instead of this his denunciation is directed against 
the. "altar" Where: Jeroboam himself was offering incense. The: com- 
piler looks upon the:schism of Jerobdoam as contravening the first 
princsple. of Dt, namely, that of one:central point of worship, but 
this. complaint is,an. anachronism, for this principle found no ut- 
terance. before Hezekiah, when the-northern kingdom had passed out 
_ of existences And the other ceremonial irrezulerities of Jeroboam 
concerned the date of the Feast of Tacernacles and his priesthood, 
from other than Levitical parentage. This old story is silent as — 
to a protest against the calves theuselvese 

dt is » weil attested historical fact that these: calves stood 
at Bethel and Dan until 722, the date of Samaria's overthrowe (II 
 Ki.10.29 Hos 85f) They stood therefore, during the activity of 
that zealous Yahwistic reformer 
be Elijah, the prophet. 
_ 4,.From this.sturdy.preacher surely could be expected some: de- 
cisive. word. against Ahab, who is said to have outdone: Jeroboam 
 in,wickedness.. For Ahab's marriage with Jezevel led him to devote. 
~ Digs interest to Baal worship, (I Ki 16e31ff). Something correspond- 
_ ing to the-first coumanduent formed the basis of Hlijah's denun- 
- ciation, , (I Ki 18.18@ but he; based no reproof.upon the: prohibition 
of. itiage-worship. "T have.not troubled Israel; but thou and thy fa- 
-ther's | house, in that ye have forsaken the = coumandwents of Yahweh 
end woe hast.followed the:Baalime'' He chides Ahab solely: for wor- 
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exe ‘It is ‘a in harwony with.this, that in the address of 
: Yahweh to Elijah in the:wilderness. (I Ki 19.15ff) of the :seven thou- 
Bi badere! Reraens reterr ed to Nall he; knees have: not bewad unto 
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"and bloodthirsty warrior. but several considerations point to 
him as one of the pioneers in the prophetic movement against for- 
_‘@ign gods and their cults. First of all, Jehu was a nominee of 
the prophets, (I Ki 19.16f II Ki 9.6) and sets sreat value upon 
_ the:words of Elijah. (II Ki 9.36 10.10,17). Again, the bioodthirs- 
{ ty deeds of Jehu appear to be:actuated solely by the desire to rid 
j the: land of stranse sods. He: asks Jehonadab (II Ki 10216) to coiue 
up and ride with him in his chariot and to see:his "zeal for Yah- 
Weh",° and the saying that Jehu's children to the fourth generation 
should hold the:throne of Israel on the ground of his zeal for 
Yahweh (II Ki 10.30b) was actualized in history (15.12), the: Jehu 
dynasty covering a period of about a century. That is to say that 
the current view of.Jehu was that his impelling motive was his en- 
thusiasm for Yahweh. 

Fors Jehu, to whom, of course, all thought of a central sanctu- 
aryoat Jerusalem was totally undreamed of, Jeroboam's reported 
explanation: "It is“too much for you to zo up to Jerusalem; Behold 
thy gods, O.Israel;, which brought thee up out of the land of Eeypt" 

. still sounded reasonable. For Jehu, the calves stood in the name of 
Yahweh, hence:actually fell under his (Jehu's) protection, while. 

ali that pertained to Baal and his worship met a sudden and awful 

destruction... (II Ki 10.18ff) And the: images of Baal were: proken 
and burned. .(10.25f'). 

‘It is but die to some creditavle apologists, as Konig and Sel- 
lin, to state that they have otherwise: judged as to this attitude 
of Elijeh and Jehu. Konig admits the:silencesof Elijah, but explains 
it oy saying that the extermination of Baal worship was Elijah's 
 taske. ,Pie: Ausrottung dieser neuen Giftpflanze war die geschicht- 
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‘Both thése scholars do as well as can be done on that side. Sel- 
tad in clearly stands under the influence of Konig, and both, while. 

elled to admit that the expected prophetic reproof was not Zorth- 
mee 2 Sein. thin affirming first, that these: referers Were too 


ase, nor 0 suificient. impertance: to Jehu) to attract his” 
osses is Siege a tiquarian interest ANYWAY* 96 ee 
et te s : i 


i ~ 
oF Fane encitstebtenos Istevet trol ero furew wtexidibeold’ 1 

~Iot senisus tasusvow oftedqotq: edd at etesmoig 6df to eae es ms 
to senimon s esw unel ils ‘to tertd .ed¢ivoe tieds has eb 
mnogu suisy dsets etee bas (6-8 id IT FSt.Ot END) -efedqorqiem 
-etidtbooid ent paissA (TTOfsOt G€.0-Ed EY sdet iis to ebtow. en 
bit o¢ stizeh edt yd Yleloe betsrdos ed oF Taeqgs udel “id ebeeb yey 
euco ot (OfeOf fi II) “debanonel ales*eH .ebon euastze To baal; at 
-ds¥ tot Ises" eid see o+ bas sottedo bid al mind d¢iw “Sbrs bees 
noisstenes dtimwo0t edt ot netbiido e*prel tad saryse oct baal 
tot Lsex eid to bavots edd mo Iestel ‘to endtit edt blond s 
udel- edd (Steet). ytoteid of bestiantos esw (d0e.0t Bt ity 
taid Yse ot ek tadT syiwdtoso “8 diods' “to ‘boited s sAfteves ” 
-ne ein easw svitow suntifeask eid tedt esw udel: to wetv tae 
eftewdsY rot 
~ut¢onse fsetiaso s ‘to dedhicsent tis -e2%W0o ‘to ,modw ot ,prel:* 
fhettoger e'msodorel ‘to bemsetbar vilstot ekw aelseiten Ge 
blode@ yméisevrel ot gu oy of Loy tot doum ooFseP SI" Sak asi . 

"Soyni ‘to: basi: edt to tuo guseed+ tievetd dotnw efestel-0 e2bo 
to esa edt at booce eevieo edt ,udel 10% seldsnomen bebavoe 
sltrdw .cottoetotc (e'udel). aif reba Lilet yileusos*eotetk a 
iitwe bre mebbue’s tem qiddiow eid bas Iss of bontedeq 9 | 
nexotd etew Lsed to eexysnr® edt bow (4181.Ot Ef TT) saok 
ok -(9SV0T). eber 
-{e@ bas xindd 2s eateryoloqs” venti. etioe OF enb tuk — 
ebudists eidt oF es beubu( eeiwredto: svat bogie th: 
eiisiqxe tud: ;deftla Go eoaelie edf etimbs’ yiaod 
e'de( iit esw cidetow [sed ‘to nottanfirresxe: eit sah 9 
wena eib tsw. ig jan is sever Teestb + 

AG ect Date ATADY "vestl 
dethif dedt (1S . Lote mw) LLiarod of ylget wit eam 
-etokesvai ‘yates ebieed ob of eele antitemoe bad’ 

eHotdw ,etaenmutom blo owt: eset yottaeb “os nat one Le 
“ dowdeY tedt glodirye eust $c ot rot 


| RE IS BO e053: PRS 
ee RE Le ORE, peg ee’ 
abd mtit SS, 


; ab "4 ne F , 


asain 40 
- Séllin sees plainly enough that Elijah and Jehu were not disturbed 
about the*calf-worship, and that is the true sense of the narra- 
tives How simple the:explanation, then, on the round of the non- 
existence of a prohibition of images! .The second "word" prohibits 
images in any form of anything in the sky, earth or sea, and espe- 
i Cially as a means of worshipping Yahweh, not euler: godse Ail wor- 
_ ship.of) other gods comes under the first "word." If Elijah and Jehu 
had.known of the: comand 'Thou shalt not make unto thee any 2raven 
image," or even in the form found in Exodus 34.17 or 20.23 the :pro- 
hibition of image-worship, neither of them would have: looked upon 
Jerocoam's calves as mere. ,alte:Denkmaler, die doch imver Wehr- 
zeichen dessen sein soliten, dass Jahwe allein der Gott Israeis 
ware." iis 

As will be:shown, Amos at a later date even while prophesying 
: at Bethel has no. (recorded) clear and unambiguous rebuke for Je- 
roboam' s bull- -calves, but. this does not at all invalidate what is 

said here. (See p43.) 

(iii). The Book of Judges. 
et While :the:forezoing is evidence enough to support the thesis 
| #het as latesas 842 B.C. (Jehu's accession to the:throne of Isra- 
' 1) fo prohibition of image-worship existed, a glance may be cast 
_ ‘nmto @ more remote period of the:history of Israel, to see whether 
any historical protest exists against such an instance-as 
oes: it © Gideon's. Eobhod, 
- @ Gonspicuous instance of idolatrous worship of that era. 

It is doubted by some: whether the ephod of Gideon was more. 
then a priestly garment (Konig, Sellin) but the wajority of schol- 


_ -a©s, especially those of the:school, represented by Budde:and Cor- 
_ ‘mill, hold that Gideon erected.an image :for worship, though not 


— necessarily in human or animal forme 

ae ‘oe eAnd-on ‘the exegetical principle: that the author be allowed to 
‘say whatshe will instead of being made:by interpretation to say 

: Po he ought, the plain a the 0.T. passage confirms the. 


Dodint of view, while verse 30 belongs £0 the - wid: ane ei In 30 Je+ 
'y mu has done all that. was in the heart of Yahweh and receives pro- a 
itise.that his house shall rule to the fourth generation. but in ot 
J aie it is. PhOwRs true : to the. fact, they: yoni, did not destroy 
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wevaawt The facts, plainly related, are these: (Jud 8.22ff'). 
pon°Gideon! s return from one Victorious campaign azainst the two 
kings of Midian, Zebah and Zalmunna, the people: offered him abso- 
') Maeseraie over them. Gideon refused, saying that Yahweh should 
vale. ‘suprefie. But he made request that the solden earrings taken: 
in’ the: ‘battle: as spoil be delivered over to: hime’ This was willing 
gone, ‘the total weight amounting to 1700 shexels, or over pepe 
pounds avoirdupois, besides other ornaments. From this very consid- 
_ eTable weight of gold Gideon made:an ephod 15D WN and he. placed. 
it (A Gesen. ,hinstellen'; Cornill, Kautzsch naufsteilen",) in 
his city, Ophrah. 2 
: The remark of the Deuteronomist who edited this story indicates 
ae that the people "played the harlot after it there, and it betame a | 
snare unto Gideon and his houses" (ver.27) But according to the. 
_ “O24e thet story, written from the: pre-Deuteronomic standpoint, there: 
| Gseno betrayel of a consciousness that this object was of any re=- 
Wass igious offense. This original story sees harm only in the worship / 
ae ‘of the: ealin, and it expressly says (8.33) that not until Gideon 
die d did the Israelites offend, and then it was by going after Ba- 
im and tiaking” Baal Berith their pod. oi 
‘POO That! this, the original story, recognizes an evil: in departing ~ 
‘om Yahweh for another God, (corresponding to the first’ coumand- 
a sees: y uibhgphen cl sare. Geet S atereiengs the- ep ireel or in the use. . 
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A tne fied we the: ephod cfs Gesenius Worterb. 15-Aufl. and 
nutz Sch Bibl. Theol. A.T. S 95ff, (HD Fxt.Vol. 641f Eng. Transs) 
letter says: The : attempt to make - ar pe everywhere meen 
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Beier, beginning cil Reoch and Renee seas throuzh his 
roll, of kings, prophets, priests and nyo writers to the:heroes of | 
_ ‘Maccabean times. Sirach devotes ample:praise wonall by nae until 
he. comes to the period of the Judges. Here, where he has wonderful 
material, as it would appear, for’ his heroic poem, he passes over 


_ the period with six lines: (46.11 ,12) 


io suppc 11. "And the: judges ; who, each with his own name, 
ie Rains All thesey whose heart was not with folly stained, 
mat. earl: Nor wandered either, turning back from Yahweh, 


[eee Ss Their memory ve’a blessing evermore! 
Bier 12. Their bones spring up in bloom in every place, 
OM. Their name be:still a praise in all their race!" 
‘There were serious difficulties in the way of mentioning the 
. face by name. Sirach betrays this in the: cautious reservation in 
_ the»second and third lines cited. Here the question is about Gideon, 
_ and there seeus to be no doubt that his case was one included in 
the edd nwa wS Twn S> ana perhaps even by the next: 
S$ FNM ADI ND) 
‘co The: judgment of Sirach's age: (second century B.C.) was different 
‘from that of the: age that produced the Book of Judsese In the second 
tury B.C. Gideon had become, as first shown in the Dtc comments 
‘ups mn his history,an idolater. But in his own age he was considered 
eae intent Yahweh worshipper. 
(2 The: ephod of Micah (Judges 18) is mentioned with as little ex- 
sssion of disapproval as Gideon's by the older writer: but the 
t neecs: only. to be:mentioned, as so much has been said Ath: 

t oT en Be 
(©) Consideration of Portions of the Old. Testament that Appear to 
seue for the. Presence of a Prohibition of Images from an pies 
date. 
ce to. The = first: of these is the: 
ere" “Story ofthe ‘Golden Calf 
ads “py” Aaron, narrated in Ex 32.1-8, 15-24, 35 especially. If 
3 aécount could be taken at its face value, that is, if the whole 
“ia of cla eeretyane at Sinai were ; Briel se the. esta and 
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exact analysis is impossible. It appears highly probable that J 
Originally had no mention of the calf of Aaron, so this may date 
no farther back than Ee It is more probable that the story of this 
apostasy arose .in the northern kingdom than in the. aqutharns, ifs 
as seems likely, it bears the character of a prophetic protest a- 
gainst the sanctuaries ot Dan and Bethel.« So it seems fair to pre- 
Sume that this chapter actually has no ancient document back of it 
to support its. historicitye It is properly a prophetic ii Ach a 
gainst. two calves of godd erected by Jerovoam I, a protest uttered 
mot earlier than 750 B.C. against abuses ot that date rather than 
against any. action that toox place in the wilderness. 
«the. following considerations form the ,~round for this conclu- 
sion. 
mee) Taken purely.as a historical sketch this chapter appears very 
iio difficult of adjustmente True, the breaking of the tables by 
Moses _ offers the only. occasion fpr their renewal, as told in chap- 
Fs gee 34. But that chapter, in turn, furnishes one:of the: most ob- 
| stinate exauples of contradiction, for in Ex 20-23 are: tw ve found 
at least two sets of laws, either of.which could correspond to the: 
: "covenant" | made. by God with the people, and chapter 34 gives still 
=.= inde And the man who introfluced the ostensibly hermonistit 
| ses “like unto the first" and "the words that were on the first 
we Which thou brakest," (34.1) and "the ten words" (34.28 cf. 
4) added - to, the confusion rather than helped. 
_Q) Altho as a strictly histori¢al sketch the portion (Ex 32) is 
., difficult of explanation, as a prophetic literary device it is 
exceedingly plausible. Jeroboam I made:two calves of gold and set 
. them in Bethel and in Dan- (I Ki 12.28) They were dedicated to Yah- 
“Web, no not.to any. other god. (cf.Ex.32e5 "tomorrow shall be a feast 
Yahweh" with I Ki 12.28f). In the era when JE was compiled as a 
prop! tic history of Israel, these idols had become a serious men- 
ace to pure Yahweh religion, which under the prevailing ideals of 
the prophets was spiritual, riot material, (even sacrifices and 
B burnt of f erings were discounted by these men, cf. Fx 32.6) a pro— 
+s test was to be expected. In what better way could the prophetic au- 
oe: thors of JE appeal to the conscience of the Israelitish king (Je- 
3S ‘Toboam II ?) than by projecting his idoletrous practices uvon the 
=  sereen of the wilderness history and by showind such practices vis- 
fi ited by a terribte punishuent? . 
(3) That this: explanation of the jee eek is not mere fancy the 
eee following ‘points ‘show: © 
| fe “There is a remarkable parallelism between I Ki 12.28 and Ex 32. 
a Bebe whith: the: former seems the original, for NaN "these" 
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520458) £ fits ill with DAY "calf" (cf. also 32.19,24 Sai 
ri jt. and note that in Neh 9.18 the singular appears, +] *{\ SH mT | 
a ‘sy ran TWN Se Serhabe but ‘betrays the presence of the 
Ee sp _ of the’ calves at Bethel and Dan in the mind of the writer. 
ne : Figetirtion of the formula in the:mouth of Yahweh (Ex 32.8) is 
“Gn harmony with. the!didactic pfirpose of the :writer. 
a The. According to the:narrative of Exodus, the:events have no suit- 
ory bie! ‘ground because*the:people do not yet Know what is on the ta- 
oa bles! ‘of stones: And not only'they, but all succeeding generations 
ee “have veen left in the: dark: as to their contents by the reported 
summary action of Moses. The:people could not «now that they were 
aking & command of the:decalogue. It is even a question whether 
comand’ that is allezed to have been broken was couched in the. 
form of Bx 20.4. When Moses soes*up to the: mount to seex pardon for 
the people hecsays: (32.31) "This people: have sinned a great sin and 
eimade thew gods of gold." This is a direct citation of Ex 20.23, 
that despite the fact that Aaron is said to have fashioned his 
a with @ eraving tool.’ It is very doubtful whether Ex 20s 
# is referred to. The sentiment (32.33) "Whosoever hath sinned a- 
st me him will I blot out of my book," had no historical, fulfil- 
et cop gaia the allesed prime mover in the idolatry, had not 


stradition shows thats the -people-actually remained long at * 
1 (Na 10.11, “second year, second month", also cf. the prepar- 
y assumed by we eae P) while: in Ex.32, (as 5321) Moses is 


ea but is an excelient example of the: literary sinnted of. 
hth century prophets. 
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Another per tion sSsiabal seems to = Sgt? a strony, rebuke to Jero-" au 


at Shalohs ; a. 
n of * fereboan fell sick (I Ki 14.1) and the wife of Jero— a: 
sent by hex r husband to Ahijah the prophet at Shiloh to find — 
3 i live. ee As the amplified narrative stands , Abi ae ‘“ 
6 occas sion ; proupted by Yahweh, to attacx the - idolatr 1 ae 
LO pro’ phesy the extermination of his family, ‘and ° to 7 
boy pos ae, bat of all he alone. should find 
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enue nsoteey ‘yap AOR. But an examination of the ‘tees 
ebetdiiuzeh, this’ protest is contained leaves little doubt that 
e ‘prophet: himself said nothing against the worship of the images. 
| Oth me “lanzuazeof ‘the ‘compiler is’ strongly in evidence throush- 
out “the | ‘account, and especially in verses 8,9,140,15,16. (Driver 194). 
Me teriei re is “introduced by “the characteristic "At that tiie". 
ae ers TE KI AP6S6 “6016 20.12 24.10.) 
: The sentiment in verse 8, that the kingdom was "rent away from 
the house ‘Of David" ‘harmonizes with the view of the older vein in 
the ‘Books of Kingse The later view (that of the compiler) appears 
nt e following défense ‘of David: "My servant — who kept my 
| sents, and ‘who followed aie:with all his heart, to do that 
only which was right in mine eyes’. (8b) 
_ GessIn the preceding story of Ahijah's prophecy to Jeroboam that he. 
would:be:king over Israel, Ahijah (I Ki 11.31) had declared: "Thus 
ith Yahweh*.c. « I-will ‘rend the :kingdom out of the shand of Solo- 
oo pUsbub thin : same. regard for «the: high character of Pevthd if is shown 
tril an Bye -servent David's sake; eee for pert 5 ete: the. 
ie 7 Which. I have:chosen out of all the:tribes of Israele' The: 
dasa ittas? - view here is evident enough ; 
ferse.J9 of chaps. 14 contains. the: words uttered azainst Jero- . 
s idolatry. "Thou hast done:evil above ail that were before 7 
pe: hast ocone:andimade>thee other sods, and molten imazes,; ‘ 
t Me stosanger,-andehast cast me behind thy backe" ss 
Del Peach: evidences of expansion are manifold. (cf. Dekeey ss 5 3 
list.of the tompiler's phrases LOT 194 f)..The exptession, "hast. . 
deve evil above all that were before: thee" is unhappy in its impli- 

im respect to Solomon and David, buteit is»a phrase constant F 
pby°this writer who admired David so highly (I Ki» 16-25, 30, hi 
TIoKict7.2)ssHis use: of it here was” ~due : to his excéss«ofezeal 
snouncing Jeroboam. | 160— 
oThe “clause; "hast gonevs + « to provoxe:me to patent beers ev— 
) Agiteheepe than the original. BaPiataNe: It. is-in the” 
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 Thesoriginal: account probably is to be:reduced to the simple 
details: The:child feil sick and Jeroboam remembered that the pro- 
phet Ahijah lived at Shiloh, not far away. He urzed Ais wife to 
Zo. and inquire whether the child should recover. This sne dids Ahi- 
jah retognized her and at once, announced heavy tidings, -the child 
Will die:and all,Israel will mourn for him. The: mother returned 
and as she:entered the city the words of the prophet were fulfilled 
and the: child passed away. 
ére ot is possible that Ahijah had some chiding words for the king, 
such as are:tound in verses / and 13, but the portion 8-12 is 
quite; impossiole.in his mouthe + 
)Sii) Finally,.a few words may be devoted to. the.expression 
tien, i: "the sins.of..Jeroboan"' 
Which Konig, .(GATR 211).has construed as an evidence of conscious- 
ness-that. Jeroboam transgressed the second commandnente 
He argues that as the: Chronicler was the first to speak of 
other. objects ef worship than the calves at Jeroboam's shrine, this 
expression. ydie. Sunde. Jerobeams", must refer to.the.idols in the f< 
form of calves. 
gear: 73 in the-first place:it is starcely credible that the: expres- 
_ Sion,.so.often repeated, (1. Ki 12¢34 14216. 1530 16026,31 226 
| 63/52..."way.of Jeroboam". I1-Ki,.33...1306,..1509918,24,28 19621, 
22.,23-15) “The:sins of Jeroboam, wherein he,iwade.Israel to sin", 
' belongs tothe younger part of the:Books of Kings. For the. same 
formule is also found with the names of Baasha, Elah, (I Ki 16-13) 
'  and-others instead of, Jeroboame It.is a stereotyped literary form, 
j belonging to.an editor, rather than to.a man who has a story to 
, ‘telie. For inthis case *the usual addition, "Wherein they (he) made 
_ 4dsraei_to-sin".stands with-it, and in close association with the. 
Be toes: on. already) studied,."to provoke Yahweh to anger''. And as 
Pie Gata these: cases. where.the term "sins of Jeroboam". occur are inthe: 
ao ions of comments. upon, the. degree. +0 which the: kings.of. Israel 
oa ennai (especially note II. Ki, 17.21ff where the:long sec- 
tion 7-23 is a general summary ofthe history of Israel by. the. Dtc 
paler )..1t. may. surely. be: concluded that. the original historian (or 
ad a not invent the: expressions 


és Pe ars, nen i ota te every man ebiid. ." is ip eh to 
Men? 221 IIKi 9.8) and the whole formula of verse:11 is used 

of Baasha.. (16.4) as well as of Ahab (21.24). It is not necessary 
) point out further evidence of expansion in this accounte 
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ae see these: portions of the Old Testament there are no 
passages that offer any possibility ofa testimony to the conscious- 


_‘fess*of guilt in using images in worship. And in these 1086s the 
- eorsciousness: of disloyalty, in so far as it is expressed, is that 
(fe man who lived many years after the original story was written. 
Of other ‘apologists than those mentioned Karge (GBAT 393) has 
| gterea the explanation that the first coumandment covers all forms 
Pe rite of other gods, even when imazes come in question. Hence, 
By the Second. command must, on this supposition, apply solely to in- 


ages of Yahweh. Aside from the fact that 209 cannot be so re- 
ie ele in mea sne aay ma asad Tyg Gp pe 315 and Ae nius or 


. the naive ecceptance oF the: golden qaives sae 22 an images of 


.2e 


vs 
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Will»we Say any.more to the work of our hands: Ye are our gods." 
(14.3). That.Hosea condemned the calf worship as wore than a de- 
Spicable frivolity appears in, (13.2). "And now they sin more and 
more,.and have:made>them. molten. images of their silver « - they 
Say e e-Let the wen that sacrifice:kiss the talves. 

+ + Repeatedly Hosea refers. to the use. of the precious iietals 
in.idol making (8.4 2.8)-These:.passages are:.reflected in the. charg 
4e410):."Ephrain is_joined.to.idols",but in his picture of the fa- 
ture there. isa prospect.of repentance: (14.8) "Kpraim shall say: 
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Ee tween the eek spec Be Bethel in Jacob's time ot te i- 
mg ie ‘life: of Jacob's descendents in the :prophet's day. "Yah- 
th a controversy with Judah and will punish Jacob according 
bs s ways e © e e He: found him at Bethel, and there he spake with 
h1 —COF £ 
rae homes Yahweh." 
‘3 “Anos y the. lmmediate predecessor. (and contemporary) of Hosea, 

: ugh he: prophesied at Bethel, the very. site:of one oc Jerobo- 
Figures, ("the king's sanctuary", 7.13) has no suth decided 
rd of “reproof. But that he was alive to the sinruliness of the 
oo cult nay easily be: gathered from the.report of his dis- 
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ang Feite. “Anos, even at "the:altars of Bethel" which he declares 
pata judicial visitation, (3.14) does not launch @ philip- 


— pic ag + the. golden images, his silence is not to be construed 
as Eli sable, some. eighty or ninety years beforee For no contempor- 
oe ijah's uttered a rebuke on the subject, but Hosea, a 


1 f el 
ptemporary of Anos , -aS shown avove, is @lear in his denunciation 


of them. Again, the diiiferent purposes that these men have in view 
t ietio ai into. consideration. It has been said avove that the. 


tic Elijah and Jehu would have found a denunciation of 
marererie - vain ‘considered laeasee ding - entirely in harmony with 
iF program d Hosea! 's theme - is. “Loyalty to Yahweh, which léads 
ae > enpress the. view, that the use,of imazes to worship Yahweh 
t, to. ‘hime. The: ‘emphasis of’ Amos, however, is upon so- 
vate He denounces injustice, formality and luxury, but 

an ara “a way by his enthusiasm for these themes vails 
Look é calf worship as the- arch sin of the northern Israel-~ 
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740 ‘and: 700 BeCs =>: 

tude The “Wanditis fulliof idols!’ (268) and the people worship the 

Work of theiz> owm hands. "Gravem images of silver" and “molten in- 

‘apes of old''(30622) are: branded as’ “unclean. Not mtbil the: da 

lof. Yahweh does-he® expect thisomultitude of idols to pass away(2.19) 

| but Vint thateday wen'shall cast: awasz their idols ef silver and 

| theirddoisofgold s.rtovthe moles and. to the bats' as they 

| #lee:fromthe terror off Yahwehe (2-21). 

wors The use of) graven and molten images had become :rthe: atfaizr of 

lmdividuals. They were: privately owned.) (31.7) "They shall cast a- 

Way SVery wen his’idol of silver, and his idol of gold, which your 

own hands* have tuade unto’ you for a sin.” Reform would congist in 

Surnine frow such idols. (17.8) 3 

Vi these expressions sufficiently indicate that in the latter ° 
the eighth century idolatry was sin. At the basis’ ofthis 

Zeoniscidushess must ‘Iie the’ recopniti or of a ‘brincidvle® that oc= 

| a brohitnent® place® anlony the” nitral precepts’ of that ‘day. 

t, "as Cornill | points” out (Zr “EinT. 28) “the “contemporaries 6f the 

Top th salah believed aa” a representation of that which is*tpon 
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a the “bthei hand, Gt has beet shown (p.39F) thet es lates 
 “Jehir's tine there’ Seemed to"'be- in that zealous reformer's program 
‘no an: nosit ‘against Jerot Soa 's iinas Zes, but rather, iat he took > 
a '§ protection, standing as they did ih ‘the’ name of Yah- 
wel Red lyy * in 842° B.C. “there was no Consciousness in the: 
9 fiery zealot ¥or Yahweh ‘thet it was at all ‘dislo yal 
Disa ete ite in a place’ of Worship.” 
ied the Woe¥iibre. between 842 and 750 B. Ce, then, there began to arise 
oe en es ‘of the ‘Spiritual leaders of Israel, ‘contempor— 
ee, the dévelopnent of the thousht that God was spirit- 
ae: hot “corporeal ‘in being, ‘the BerSuasion that Yahweh could 
rot ‘bet oye opriatély worshipped “tHrodel the “nedium of a’ Pisurée’ re- 
rese min amie tteeture on earthy Seager skys 28) Slavery im tas 
es ; dffering of material things to God failed to satisry 
rt b thin of tue Lavtetuiet* cod ot ‘the “Heavens ‘appears from the: 
ip eco Mies especially, as well es of Tsaich’ dnd’ Miceh 
ee tiie Cite WOl. Che JeHe P.Smith, Micah 


my Today public opinion, aroused to a yreat dexres 


Segoe of $he habit, is fostering a repid crowtn of the 
| and alae is probably a later additions 
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What satisfaction could a spiritual Being take in the multi- 
tude of bleeding victims? Rather, in order to please Yahweh iust 
the true Israelite wash him, make him clean, learn to do well, 

Seek justice and relieve the oppressed than to offer the olood of 
bullocks, of lambs or of he-goats. 

What is more harmonious with this advanced thought than the view 
that to represent the spiritual Being in any form of stone ionuuent, 
statue, green tree or naked pole is crude, even blasphemous? To 
worship any such object in the name of Yahweh was czmss and repre- 
hensible; to worship any other god through the medium of sich im- 
age was disloyalty. 

It must be that in this era (842-750) aspeared the germ of that 
thought expressed by the Deuteronomist (4.15-20) that as the tradi- 
tion recalled only a voice coming from Horeb, no form whatever ap- 
pearing to the chiidren of Israel, so they should take heed not to 
devise any form of the known and visible wherewith to worship the in 
vVisibie and spiritua.. God. This view as held by the writer of Deut. 
is far above that which still survives in the tradition that Moses 
was permitted to see "the back"of Yahweh,tho he might not see his 
facee (JE Ex 33.20f) 

The notabie advance @n the views of the spiritual ljeaders of 
Israel in this period is established without douot. It may next be 
asxed: What produced the change? 

Why is such a clearly defined attitude against the ritual use of 
images maintained in 760-750 B.C. when in 842 b.C. they were regzard- 
ed by strict Yahwhsts with equanimity? This question will re- 
ceive fuller answer under another rubric, but it is to ve observed 
that the causes were probably both natural and spiritual, if indeed 
the two are so far apart after ali. 

Chief among these causes may be reckoned the resistance of the 
better spirits in the comunity to a practice that by its very in- 
crease in popularity arouses suspicion as to its propriety. Most 
great reform movements in the world have come about through the 
working of this principle. The sentiment against slavery in the. 
United States was roused to the pitch of adverse moral judgment after 
the institution had grown.to +treiiendous proportions. At first con- 
Sidered an economic necessity,siavery at length became an outlaw. 
Less than a century ago the use of aicoholic liquors in the country 
was apalling. Today public opinion, aroused to a yreat dezree by the 
threatening spread of the habit, is fostering a rapid growth of the: 
temperance idea. 

To call this a natural cause; however, is not to shut God out of 
the process, for there is no process in our world so natural as to 
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exclude the purposeful working of the divine Spirit with men. 

So in the matter of imayves as used in Israel or in Judah. They 
abounded more in the northern than in the southern kingdom, and 
Hosea, as was seen, and iater others were especiaily active in de- 
nouncing theme These men were the leaders of a oand of men who were 
thinking ahead of their time and trying to help others to gain their 
vantage point in moral thought. 

That the fall of Samaria in 722 had a deep moral effect on Ju- 
dah may well be believed. Isaiah's words (10.11) referring to the 
fate of the northern idolaters, retlect this clearly. 

Aside from the rebuxes of the prophets which indicated the atti- 
tude they toox< toward image-worship, it may be asked whether there 
existed, or caiie into being, during that period, any legislation on 
the subject. This question tay be answered with some detinitenesse 
Hosea refers to a written Torah (8.12) and it is quite probavle 
that he refers to the Book of the Covenant, as it was before parts 
of Ex 34 (or possibly fragments of the E D'barim) were incorvorated 
in it. Hosea (8.2) "Of their silver and their gold have they made 
them idois", compares with Fx 20.23 ("Gods of gold or gods of silver 
ye shall. not mace unto youe') It is apparent that the: covenant of 
Ex 34 was also imown to Hosea. For 13.2 ("And have iiade them molten 
images of their silver") MQOn are TWY?) appears to reflect 
the phraseology of Ex 34. 17, 15 myn NI NDOw TTD "Ehou 
shalt make:thee no molten ¢ods.e" 

The present investigation finds nothing against the supposition 
that the BC assumed a form approaching completion about 775, and 
if this be so, the law in Ex 20.23, may represent a recorded senti- 
ment back of the prophets’ protest. But even without this iaw, one 
need not suppose that tien like these prophets would lacx for moral 
incentive to denounce recognized abuses. 

‘This involves the admission that the prohibition of images in 
Yahweh worship actually antedated Amos and Hosea, and there is no 
hesitance in making the admission. The BC was of course a iong time. 
in process of development and at present it cannot be determined 
Just how long the principle in question had been a matter of record. 
But in the short period between Amos and Hosea the emphasis had cone 
to be put more upon ite In the time of Hezekiah the feeling became 
so strong that even the brass serpent becaite a victim of the prophet- 
ic iconociasm. 

The ofigin of the expressed prohibition of imazes may vce ascribed, 
then, to the school represented by the prophetic history generally 
known as E, and the time of its rise may be designated as the be- 
ginning of the eighth century B.C. 
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2. THE SABBATH COMMAND. 

Attempts have been made recently to show tnat the Jewish sabbath, 
in the meaning of the fourth commandment, did not come into being 
until Hzekiel's time (ceginnine of the fifth century b.C.) and was 
not raised to its full significance until the Maccabean period. 

»(He Meinhoid, ,Sabdoat und Sonntag" 1909, Je Meinhold ,Sadoat und 
Woche", 1905 also ZAW 1909, 5S 81-112) Je Meinhoid holds that the . 
sabbath in the pre-exilic literature corresponds to the full-moon + 
and that the conjunction of the terms new-mwoon and saboath (Am 65 
Hos 2-13/11 Isa 1-13 II Ki 4.23) means the corresponding celebra- 
tion of the vexinning and the middie of the month. but it 1s very 
doubtful if in the early literature "savbath" and "full moon" can 
be synonyuous. It is siffiificant, at all events, as Kittel (GVI i 
622f) points out, that the celebration of the full moon in ancient 
Israel is nowhere indicated: it rests soleiy on presumption. But 
the new moon was celebrated in some specific way. The early celebra- 
tion was remembered even as iate as the Return. For when the re- 
turnea captives, under Zerubbabel, cae to Jerusalem they celebrated 
the new moon as a regular feast of the paste (Ezra 3.5, where the 
corresponding place in the so-called 3d Ezra- Vulge Liber tertius 
Esdrae, - LXX I Bera, has kat Suaias taBBdrwr Kal Voumnv!] wy 
Kal EopTav Raedy,5, 52). And.in Nehemiah's time, where J.iieinhold 
places the full acceptance of the sabbath as the end oi the seven- 
day week, it happens that one of the ordinances which Nehemiah and 
the people. "mae to themselves" was "a continual burnt offering for 
the saboaths, for the new moons" (Neh 10.33) as well as the other 
"set feasts". If the savbath had been before a monthly feast and 
these returned captives had but just adopted the weexly savoath, it 
is scarcely credible that they would have resolved to celeorate 
two. kinds oi saboaths or the sab bal under Hoo names, 

Je. Meinhold's theory involves the extremely late (exilic or post 
exilic) rise of the decalogue, and neither his sabbath hypothesis 
nor proposed exilic origin ot the ten commandiients has gained wide 
acceptance. 

On the contrary, it is most probavle that Delitzsch (Ernste Fra- 
gen 19) is right when he says: "That the whole world is in duty 
bound to thank the people of Israel for the institution oz a weekly 
rest-day or sabbath is gladly recognized, altho as an aosolutely 
original creation of Israel even the savbath cannot longer stand." 
A short study of the stages through which this institution has 
passed will aid in its proper historical plating in Israel's sys- 
tem of laws. 


Averti, on the other hand, (ZDNG 1905,199ff) holds that the sab- 
bath and the new moon are identical. 
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_(a). The Babylonian shabattu(m). 


The fact is not established that the Babylonians ovuserved ev- 
ery seventh day as @ special feast. The word shavattu, from which 
some 1 assume that the Hebrew J] is derived, does not indicate 
a seventh day. It is translated "a day of heart rest" ( um nth libdbi) 
and is applied to the 7th, 14th, 2ist and 28th days of at least a 
Single Babylonian monthe These days were "rest days" only in tie 
sense that they were "unlucky days", on which it was considered pre- 
Carious to undertake any taske 

but not much is to be built upon the relation of shavattu to J) Vv 
for the experts in cuneiform are themselves in douote Stade's ov- 
SeIvation (bible Theol. i 177f) seeus to carry one as far as is 
possible to Zo at presente "The Israelites were hardly the first to 
have the wees run turoughout the year, without respect to the 
new moon, since S14 Vv as JL. give the impression of being for- 
eigs words." 

But, as Meinhold himself shows, the especial regard for the num 


ber seven does go bacx to the Babylonians, and one cannot avoid the 


feeling that with the babylonian influence that must have been ex- 
ercised upon the torefathers oi the Jewish people through their 
residence in Mesopotamia, the Hebrew division of time into a seven- 
Gay week is derived to soiie desree from that people. 

Delitzsch means as much when he says: (Spandauer Vorlesung, Octe 
1911) ,Der Sabbat ist also eine Pflanze des Levens, erwachsen auf 


dem Sumpfboden aes Averglaucens." 
For detailed discussions on this suoject see 
P. Jensen: Zeitschrift fur Assyriologie, iv. 274ff. 
Jastrow:Jre: Ame Journal of Theology, ile 2. 
Zinmern: Zeitschrift fur deutschen morgenlandischen 
Gesellschaft, 1904, S 194ff  458fr. 
Driver: . Articie, Sabbath, DB. 
Meinhold: Jo.: ,,ie Entstehung des Savvats'', ZAW 1909 Heft 2, 
S 81- 112. 


@Y Sabbath and New Moon in Early Israel. 
- These two terms are used in conjunction several times in the 0.1. 


(Am 8.4f. Hos 2.13/11 Isa 1.13ff II Ki 4.23) and in each case 


“new moon" is mentioned first. That the new moon was attended by 
certain prescribed customs appears from 1 Sa 20-5, 18%,24f. David 
would ve wissed from the king's table on that day, if aosent. but 


the festivities lasted over till the day atter the new moon, for on 
that day (20.7) Saul required an excuse from Jonathan for David's 


of F, ; 
2 Geset5vaufl.1910, NAW assyr. Saparu wahrscheinlich. 
Contra, JeMeinhold,Savbat ueWoche,2f. 
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¢ontinued absence. 

From the tone:of Hos 2.13/11 it would seem that the feast was 
a tine of mirth. It is not necessary to say that here the "teasts" 
"new wioon" and "sabbaths" were reckoned aliong the heathen festivals. 
but they were to pass away decause they had become formal anda God 
would rather have faithfulness of life and spiritual <nowledge oi 
hime Stade (bibl.eTheoleie172f) thinks that the new moon feast orig- 
inated in the wilderness and was later related to the sabvath, 
which was taken over from the Canaanites after the Concueste but 
Budde (Lectures 1911-12 bibl.TheoiedsA.T.) seems nearer right in 
claiming for both an existence in the wilderness days. (Der Sabvat 
kommt sicher von der Zeit Moses ane) The connection between the 
two, new moon and saboath, provacviy arises from the early recog- 
nition of the four phases of the moon, corresponding nearly to a 
month of 28 days (actually 29 1/2) the first day of which W7)) 
was observed wath marxed ceremony. The origin of the saocath from 
planet worship is most unlikely, aithough planet-—(esvecially Saturn-) 
worship is plainly traced in Israel's early literature. (Am 5-26 
Budde )« 

No sure ground can be found for denying the existence of those 
two feasts in early Israel. but of the two, only the saovath sur- 
Vived douctless passed through several stages of development. 

_(c) The: Sabbath as an Institution for a Nomadic People as Israel 
after the Exodus. 
It is historically established that the traditional period of 
forty years, or even fifty, actually elapsed vetween the exodus 
from Ezgypt and the crossing of the Jordan near the city of Jericho. 
Much has been surmised as to the precise manner of lite led by the 
people during this half-century. 

‘They came out of Eeypt from an experience in building rather 
than in tending flocs and herds or in agriculture. The cities of 
Pithom and Raameses stood as monuments of their toil. (Ex 1.11) + 
The-account of that rapid leave taxing at night, (Ex 12.29f) when 
they had not time to finish their bread-baking, hardy favors the 
driving of slow-zoing "flocks and herds", (mentioned verses 32,38). 
Further, the complaints of the people that they had no meat to eat 
_(Ex 16.3 P) does not agree with the tradition that these people left 
Egypt in the;possession of droves of cattle. They were actually a 
crowd of miserable slaves, descendea irom nomadic ancestors, but 
hardly worthy of the name of nomads themselvese Yet they were wore 
nomadic than agricultural by nature. 


i Rameses I] was the greatest builder of ancient Ezypt, and noth- 
s ing is historically better substantiated than that the Israel- 


_ -—-s ites were his task-slaves. (See Kittel GvI i $ 482) 
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The attempt to show that these fugitives were agricultural 
while still in Keypt (Sellin,#in1l.23) is not crowned with success. 
The forefathers ot the oppressed Israelites were, according to the 
tradition, (Gen47.3)"shepherds". The lack of pasture land in Canaan 
drove them to Eeypte So far as this tradition knows, these people re- 
mained shepherds until the period of oppression under Raueses II. 
“They may well have raised corn and other products in a suall way, 
but not until their descendants settied in Palestine coulda it ve 
Said that the Israelites were 40 azriculturat people. 
During the wiiderness period these peopie reverted, no doubt, to 
the former type of nomads, or, aS a phrase popuiar at present nas it 
“"haif nomads". Their surroundings favored such a life; nature had 
fitted them for it. The guestion is pertinent: Do the probabvle con; 
ditions of this period preclude the existence of a saboath-—command? 
‘It is noteworthy that a passage in J previous to the law-giving 
at Sinai (Ex16.27-30)assumes the existence of the sabbath as an in- 
stitution but aiso represents Moses as explaining it to the people. 
The sacvath is hers portrayed as a rest day, as was understood by a 
later writer (Bx16-23f) who added that it was "'a holy sabbath unto 
Yahweh". 
“There couid not o¢ as great difference -cetween the work days and 
feast days of wandering shepherds as in the case of a people settled 
permanently,but to say that such shepherds could not observe a peri- 
yodic festival marked oy rest from labor is to say that feeding and 
watering their flocks constituted their sole activities. If it be 
granted. that there existed the custom of celevrating a regularly 
recurring. day in a relizious manner during the wiiderness wander- 
-ings,.it follows that this day would be characterized vy a degree of 
scessation from usual activities as a result of the religious exer- 
cisese The sadbath,- so to name this feast,- would thus attain its 
jcharacter as a rest day.in consequence of the religious celeoration. 
*\-Ascnothing is more ;probacvle than toat the Isrselites held some 
“feasts to their God Yahweh it appears probvavie.that the sabbath (and 
ithat-doudtless four times in the lunar month) had a place in their 
swilderness lifes It. would be,.on this supposition, a day "unto Yeh- 
web". .7 
“(d@) The Sabbath as an Institution in Palestine, among Agricultural 
~*~ Surroundings. 
*-°"*The early writers of the 0.T. know the sabbath directly as 4 
Sew of ceSsation from field,toil. Hence, as they represent it (cf. 
Ex 16023iT ), it was so frou the beginning. But it is to be: supposed 


Econ 11 _(Wissens¢he ue ‘Bilder 50-1908 8143f) nMose kann ganz ir- 
ae - gend eine religiose Feier des je 7- Wochentage -angeordnet habene" 
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that on entering Canaan and adopting the life of its inhaoitants, 
a’ radical, if gradual, change toox place’ in the form of sabbath ob- 
servance. Some (Sitiend, LBAR and Stade, Bibl.eTheoi.e i) contsnued that 
the sabbath was in fact already an institution of the Canzanites and 
that Israeli adopted ite Budde sees in the fact that the Canaanites a 
in Nehemiah's time traded on the saboath (Neb 13-15ff) an indication 
that the: Canaanite sabbath, however, was not a day of reste Staerk 
_(Deuteronomium 33) has very good reasons for his proposal that the 
sabbath law in the BC (Ex 23.10-12) had an old Canaanitish agricul- 
tural. custom as its ground, namely, the rule to leave a field failow 
every. seventh year. 5o it appears reasonable to conciude that the 
agricultural practices of Palestine modified the observance of the 
Israelite sabbath essentialiye And in the oldest form of the sap- 
bath coumand ( Ex 34.21) the agricultural coloring appears clearly. 
_(e) The Sabbath as a Further Developed Institution after tne Exile. 
Owing to the comparatively late rise of the 0.T. Sooks in their 
present form the savbath is represented almost entireiy in its fully 
developed character. As the srecedinz observations show, the day as 
celeprated in Nehemiah's time had developed remarkable from the 
Plain religious ceremonies in the wilderness (in the latter case 
provably a simple sacrificial feast, perhaps early in the morning). 
Still further developments occurred, until in the Matcabean time 
JeWish soldiers thought it their duty to be slain rather than to 
take the efforts essential to self-defense on the sabbath, (I Macc 
2.32ff) and in the time of Christ the refinements of the scribes 
Urought about the exact definition of a savbath-days-—journey, the 
Tule that ruvbing wheat in the hand constituted threshing and other 
Such hair splitting decisions as to permissivle activities upon the 
seventh day. 
“Tt suffices for the present purpose to have shown that while the 
fourth "word" in the decalogue of Ex 20 applied to the savbath con- 
ditioned by agricultural life, the institution of the sabbath ac- 
tually antedated this azri¢ultural period. There may have been even 
in Moses' day some form of a sabbath command, and that early pre- 
_ scription may well revlect itself in the oldest code of ritual ob- 
_ servances now contained in Ex 34. It is, however, necessary to Te- 
mark that the sabbath command here considered (Ex20.8f) is the pro- 
_ duct mather than the cause of the observance of a day of rest from 
 lapore 
(f) The foregoing shows that, unlike the prohibition of images, tne 
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to the: saobath day may even nave taxen place regularly during the 
Wilderness life of the children of Israel.” Historically it is 
not possible to trace | the day farther back. Even etymological evi- 
dence as to the antiquity of the name QW does not prove that 
the Israelite sabbath is a continuance of the Bacoylonian shabattu.e 
It can.only be claimed that the Jewish savbath was possibly a de- 
Velopment. of a Babylonian custome 

Whatever be its origin, the Hebrew savbath is not and was no 
the Babylonian in character. Kut as to the influence of Baby 
in general upon Israel some allowance must be made. But the maxi- 
mum of Babylonian influence uoon Israel was exercised at a later pe- 
Tiod of their.occupation of Canaan. Its culmination found place in 
the jong reizn of King Manasseh. 


rr 


3e THE OTHER "WORDS" OF EXODUS 20 IN THE HISTORICAL BOOKS OF THE OLD 
_TESTAVENT. 

Now that’ the second "word" is shown to be of very late origin, 
while the fourth represents an ancient institution in Israel, it 
will*bé of value to .this investigation to ask what pert the other 
terms ofthe decalogue play in the early history of the people, es- 
pecialiy as reflected in the historical worxs covering the period 
preceding 700°B.C. The*method will be'to discuss each commend, so | 

' far aS its Main proposition is céncerned in its relative order. 7+ 
_(a) “Thou shait have’no other gods before me." 
'. The pre-Deuteronomic records present many a testimony to the 
early acceptance of this principle. In the discussion of the Story 
of Gideon (p.40f) it was shown that the older stratum of history 
found the=Seople guilty of disloyalty in worshipping Baalim. (Jud 8 
33) It is asSumed that there was some Conteiporary orinciple.acinow- 
—ledged which made Yahweh the sote object of worship by ioyai Israel- 


_Ptes: 
st. 


. 


Petia tcerectins tradition from this period tells of the death- 
*Senalty being inflicted upon a man who was gathering sticks on 
ae veh: eg Sacbath (Num 16¢32ff). 
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S eot cOme.up for specific discussion under the caption '" 7 
ee the Decalogue of Ex 20?" this is not to be understood 

as an a aseunotion that the code of Ex 20 was originaily for- 
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© © There are also many places in these books where * is con- 

Sistently maintained by such -reat personalities as Samuel (I Sa 

_ 638-10) Ahijeh (I Ki 14.7) Elijah (I Ki 19.14) and others, that 

 Tstael ‘has some well imown basis for loyalty to Yahweh alone. If 
not the phrasing, at least the idea of the first "word" was recop- 

mized early in Israel. The BC and the code of Ex 34 preserve early 
formulations of this principles (Ex 34.14 23.13,24,32 22.20) 
The following considerations urge the acceptance of the view 
that such a law was fundamental to Israel's constitution, nencs 
probabiy existed from the time of Moses. 
ery It is the plain sense of the’ carly rec 
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rd that the exodus was 

“indertaken on religious grounds. (Fx 3.7ff) 

(ii) The:-God whom they should acknowledge as their deliverer was 

ne none- oP the deities of Beye but a new deity. (to them) who Te- 
‘° 


| 


~__, (Ex 3.14f) 
G iii) There were undoubtedly remarkable events at Sinai, which left 
- the indelible impression that Yahweh had chosen Israel as his 


special | people. - In later years this impression zrew so stronzosk 


~ i es foster the conviction that Yahweh was bound to taxe cane of Is- 
= “rael whatever haopenede This mistaken notion the prophets an- 

Y but a. B. 
-  tagonized. (Mic 3.11b Jer 7.4) Even to the exile the idea that 


1S Yahweh must remain true cag ES ag (Isa 46-2). 


(Gv) ‘4 is reasonable to suopose that at least one fundamental 
af ce “principle of the theocracy would be a pledge of loyalty to the 
ey cod, whose leadership they acknowledged, to the exclusion of 
others. 
Yet certain facts modify the force or extent of such logi- 
cal” suppositions, and it is but fair to mention here that Solomon 
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_ Was Basbaayineict (Tt Kil 11-4) ae is rebuked only a the Deuteronom- 
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shi; 3. The pee isprecsp his worship af ayn ok vess and (before | 
Yann 1) ‘is to be seen in his return to oifer sacrifice before Yah- 
web at Jerusalen. (I Ki 3.15) After the remarkable theophany at Gib- 
re ony “where, “upon that altar" he had made a thousand burnt offer- 
. That the distinction is between other deities and Yahweh, 
t cetween other places and the holy wount at Jerusalem is shown 
the 2 Fact that the ark, before which Solosion worshipped,calling 
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poe lei eon be taken as an arewapion that in the. early period 


~ (whether in Ape eee in Mostés' time or in 
the first time) guaranteed only the choice of” 
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) Thou shalt not take. the name of Yahweh thy God in vain. 


x . A 
* Documentary evidence does not cozie to the support of a theory 


‘oct be Bees ae 
7 itis a SS aaiinaiae to the requireuent of .oyalty to | Se a 
| Whether this corollary was drawn in Moses’ 


time. or not depends. part- 
Spr upom the rise of a clearly defined principle of loyalty to Yah- 


Wel as national God, which has been shawn to be somewhat doubtful , 
nig partly upon the extent to which ethical ideals were in existence 
in that period which would demand the drawing of such a corollary. 
| Superstition might have prompted caution in the use of the divine 


orate AE 
hat first, as, infact, it actually did produce:in later times 


Jam aversion to the utterance of the name Yahweh, lest this "word" 
_ under .discussion be unwittingly 


Violated. The principle is very 


om erne that the. wt of his sons to obey his kindly ee 
Sa 2025) would be condemned by the recorder of this incident. 

ut although their,insubordination is plainly deprecated by the his- 
Pianjit:is not om the basis of disobedience to a divine cozimand, 
bein the naive;spirit of the times, it is said that their hearts 

re hardened by Yahweh himself, for they were destined to destruc- 


One The weight.of condewnation falls rather on Eli because he had 
» restrained theme (I Sa 3.13). 


“Thesprinciple. ofl-reverence for parents was of course accented 
2'proper norm of conduct even in the:early history of Hebrew so- 


« Itowas©recognized in much earlier codes than the decalozue, 
though that be granted to be of Mosaic origin. But it may well 
doubted. that thesprecept occupied as prominent position in the. 
velitish system of morals in the earlier period as-it surely did 
cera ; 


is father's command not to eat until evening has no reference. 
7 s "word", for Jonathan was speared rather because he was the. 
ted the: incident has any Weight at-all it is on the side 
Speen ne ick a pomianele: 
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vas That, many mations ‘held among its “unwritten laws" various 
. weighty duties demanded of ‘kindred appears from ancient litera- 


“Boseos = a ae 
ge ‘The ‘Antigone oe einai may be cited aS an example of this. 


“eee ieaetiina that in idle part of ‘the investigation the particular 
aim isi to trace:the eximtence:or non-existence of a given precept 
"through concrete instances, where disregard of it would lead to ci- 
tation of its authority either explicitly or implicitly, two inci- 
dents in which royal personages are the chief agents be ome signi- 
—-Eheant. The first.is the case of David and Uriah, the Hittite (II Sa 
MDs the second is that of Ahab and Navoth, (I Ki 21: 

Bie The murder of Uriah is significant because the deed was indirect 
ly accowplished. This, in itself, argues, that. the principle of re- 
‘s sibility for an agent's deed was clearly formilated as early as 
the 10th century B.C. i 

EF _+When. Nathan.came to David to reprove bim ror his deed he first 
— of & parable (II Sa 12elff) to orocure a cormula of seif- 
ciation from the king. Whereupon the prophet delivered hiwsel? 
ee fa concounstion primarily of the:murder of Uriah and then of ‘the 
appropriation of Bathsheba as his apenas: The weightier sin was that 


tex’ ce sees possible to see in [I Sa 1269 a reference to 
sixth "Word". ("Wherefore ‘hast thou despised the word of Yahweh 
ident ict which is: evil: im his sight?''). The phraseolosy, however, 


- es 
ex cites the Suspicion that it was from‘ late hand. The expression ¢ 
iss Deuteronomic. The. _condeunation of, Nathan, moreover, ~oes back 
re: fe i the. Bools,of the Covenant than to the decalozue, for (II & 
13), Nathan declares. to the repentant. king: "Yahwen hath also. put 

y thy, sin; thou shalt not dies" The sixth word of the decalozue 
atens no. penalty, but Ex 21-12 reads: "He that smiteth a man, so 
t he dieth, shall surely be put.to death." This may argue that 
formila was older than Ex 20.13, and furthermore that it formed 
+ ofa code, ‘mown to Nathan and David, not to the decalogue. 
e aE Si of. Ahab and Naboth presents an anstance from the period 
7 and a half latere As the incident between Dawid end Uriah 
3 more than the. one "word", so this of. Naboth's vineyard touch- 
| on a the sin of murder but that of "false witness", "theft", 


Sa } basis of Bhs eee enennas '- Like Uriah, Naboth was 


ee naive. ‘point of view of the early writers often make even ee 

instigator of uurder,(I Ki 1663,12) and again he is 

‘2 eke ] “toUkKill azid to destroy, (I Sa 1503)- Elij jah iz 
Ci beta ecto of Baal. (I Ki “Y8ed0). | 
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ae ea eyes of Elijah, the: accuser of Ahab after the deed, the 
eder. gf Nabeth is the chief sine."Hast thou killed, snd aiso take 


 possessicn?" ; 
m parents eG Kis2teol9): Andy in common with Nathan, the thought 


of tiie judicial death of the real culprit was associated wita the 
_ Geienetin of the crimes ''Thus-=saith Yahweh, in the place where dogs 
licked the -blood of; Naboth shail dogs lick ithy blood, even thinee" 
“eed 
RB This section. of I Kings shows evidence of much editing, but the 
ae Naboth's vineyard is essentially unimpaired in its origin- 
ality Only at its close does. the editor ‘add his comuents.?+ 
vo tida the ‘accusation and denunciation of Elijah there is not only 
the thought of the retributive death of Ahab, but the lanzuvage used 
is stromly tinged with the atmosphere of the old lex talionis. 
oneties general Semitic conception murder consisted in the killing 
_ Of & ember of one's own ‘tribe (blood). “(See WeReSeRel.Semie 272) If 
; @ tribeswan Were killed by an outsider, however, there arose a viood 
feud, in which at least "life for life" must be paid. Under this 
datter sort, of blood revenge falls the act of Gideon in pursuing and 
ee theskings Zebah and) Zalmunna, (Jud 8) for it appears from 
the-dialogue between Gideon and the twokings (8.18-21) that they 
had Slain Gideon's: two brothers on Mount Tabor. 
bos: The: act of Ahab, however, in causing the death of Navoth fell 
inderithe old daw that dealt with the shedding of kindred bloods The. 
lest, tor of such laws,as;: held in Israel, (so var as preserved) can 
sseen in Fx 2112-27. It is this passage to which Jesus refers in 
t. 5438, which demands compensation,- a life for a lifle, sn eye for 
eye, @ tooth for a tooth. ke 
Whe murder of Naboth, as that of Uriah, wes probably rebuked on 
iebasis of the BC rather than upon the shorter, more zeneral and 
wotless later command, "Thou shalt not kill." The brohibition of 
aie old but the form ini which the decalogue of Ex 20 gives it 


) "Thou shalt not comuit adultery." 

ithe earlier part of this discussion revealed that the social 
inct. of: self-control made :itself»felt very early in the course 
uktic ee In ‘the: codes of Hammurabi and of the Book 
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of such precepts even before iloses. 
r ‘But ‘the pursose here, be it repeated, is to estavlish whether 
z Giiortvatly the several terms of the Jewish moral law, the deca- 
 Iegue, were actually emphasized as such in the early history of the 
_ Jewish people. 
we ‘The ‘tradition shows stronz evidence that the promiscuous rela- 
tion of the “sexes was strictly discountenanced, and that on the bas- 
_ is of an accepted standard, either written or unwritten lawe Abra- 
hem said to himself, as an excuse for pretending that Sarah wes his 
_ sister,, (Gen 20611):"Surely the fear of God is not in this place: 
% ‘and they will slay we for my wife's sake." His presumption is that 
there is “little moral restraint in the community in comparison with 
a ‘community of his own peoples In the ancient story of gsi ‘ite 
and his concubine (Jud °19) the writer judges the action of the 
“base fellows" of Gibeah in terms that imly the existence of some 
- standard governing such offiensese "Do not this foiiy''. Yet it is 
“not ito be:disguised that the: chief offense here was against the 
es of the good host (ver 23); and his offer to give his 

own daughter to the mob in order to prevent an-act of sodomy does 
ot argue: for a strict moral principle. And the specific offense of 
the ‘Seventh commandment is not represented in the incident at all, 
| Mexcept indirectly in verse«2.) But the expression "according +o . 
all. ithe follyvthat they have wrought in Israel" (Jud 20210) probab- Ke 
ly harks back to sowe form of oral (or written) Torah, es Tamar's 
acuee ea (II Sa 13.12) "Nay, my brother, do not force me; for no such 
thing ought to be done-in Israel; do not this foliy." 
sbee: Theemost striking specific case of adultery, according to the: 
late interpretation of the seventh commandment, is that of David and 
thsheba, already referred toe But, in the eyes of the historian, 
. events, more emphasis was to be plated upon the murder of 
Bathsheba's husband. 
> Hlattnes (ZAW 1904 S 34)-has a very good argument for the non- 


— Hise | hee — “seventh — as a chief moral — ape that 
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Rite cr Saal cannot be found that previous to, or even in the: wee 
D1 ating ethical stupa sapcmes was held to be the —? for 


bua. As €or the Netbetn "word", Sion, there is no decisive evidence. 
AS for chastity in seneral, Israel stood above ner neighoorse It 

a is even probable that in David's time conditions were far better 
than in Ahab's, when the Tyrian cult so debauched the northern 

- okkingdom. Regulations as to sex relations surely existed. But it is 

;  Squite menel nee Sacag were a after the type of Ex 22. am fovcia i 


Ba/ “Thou Shalt not steal.' 

oy Gemarethe: right to corso Brppaets was « Seeaies: ee sar — i: 
he beSinnings of aarfeaaeurd hife*in Gahaah; 

‘Micah: (Jud 17) returned his mother's 1100 pieces of silver 

ich “he: had stolen rather because she had uttered some adjuration 
a the thief than because of any specific law egainst stealing. 
other neutralized the curse by saying, "Blessed be my son of 
a (ver 2). That various forms of magic tests end forms of 
nation were ‘mown and practiced in'early Israel is well «nown, 
iisiy;: ‘Nu 5.16rf). 

__Achan was visited with the death penalty,not | because he stole a 
“oP gold bullion and a garment, but because these articles had 
an "devoted" to God, hence" were toc sacred to “page (We RSs Rel. Sen, 


— 


eas er ‘silver. (jad 17.4) it is PAGS 19 that she had made the sls 
"taboo" ‘so as to bring’ a curse upon the thief. In this period, 

ich is characterized as one of autonomy, (Jud 17.6) perhaps such ~ 
tions did more to protect property than prohibitions such as a 
‘shalt no’ steal." Later came the property laws of the BC, s im 


“man a s code, ane last of all the. cateverical im 
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at ac aa 
ecbpesitten against the. existence: of the: intents % 
015 in the days of Samuel ip: furnished by» the 
ve scene as related in I Samuel +15 


Ed 


exe edt ai neve Too,ot avoly omy gedt bawet. ed- POM | xlewed a 
ot eisebi adios. ot bled 26w Yusgonom ,etesoorg Ieotdte « 
efit at ceve ton .lestel snetonas ab-besavesebd tyen ese yiaeeE 
eonetetze cat tenisyus toeurgis onsel etedd etoteted’, -eboo ¢ideum 
bivsd seve seit dostoedt to duorebsmsed ots "tbrowsddenoweare is 
wet ead Od edt tent .revewod baton edvot af tl secoviwy Lasereeee 
-fisqwoolets esitisneq ati tadt<bas Witesdoas oties enoltsa: Re 93 
. «(QleSSeto dud B81.SSxz) ctdgil elew 
secmebive evieioeb on eiveredd neds _"brow" «déseves edd 107 ae. y: 
$] setoddutien ten. evods boote Leatel -Letenem at \titeads i yt Be 
se¢ted. tet! otew enols thnoo suit e'bived obcteds eldederquas 
atedtion edt bedousdsb oe tino .asitylvedt gedw,.etdsdare 
eivti-tud «betetxe ylewe enoitslet xee od) ee” and téeEoget at mobs 
Ol eV to. dteSS 2B to: ogyt add tests ewsl-etew yeds tedt \osit a 


sOSz@ etzl etaometste Isteney aadty ,eettisaeg at EM phi ps 


3 ) 90d “edt, tebas SnadiicGiten eaw Yireqorg Lecoetey od sito oe 
yoad Hmiteb egsdieq .bfo yiev sdvobion: sts ewsl azedT > CHES 

. ecssne) atvetil Letedied ites “ho euaion ke 
vo XS: bias to 2esetq O0T! e'tertom eid: benisder (1 bot) : 
 -gottexibs ence botettu bad ede eeuvsoed téedter mélote Bat 5 
saitiisete seniags wel oftivege yas: to! eauvsesdi madte’ otk 
ito moe yored-bezeeli" .gaiqse yd) eam edd best istsvem cede 
a to eutot hus eteet cizem to eantot! evoitev tedT <n e 


Sst —— ffew er venres ces ot dae setae bey qwomk etew hi F 
om Pte Se awe "C9101 Bait ee 
ae seetees 6d --e2aris0ed Suarebindali: diwieb: edd dtiw ‘betieiv e ae 


. badl eefoisis east seveoed sud ytoemtey a bas moti inc bse: 
| wees Left s206¥) ,e2u. od betose cod: etew! eomed ebod.ot 
ee89en wkd Bentownt nobesesecg 10° ee tiadt sel et ge 
Sh ipshs 06 oso. soadad edd ato betrtstaeo seer 
= SOO hr eiis betoveb. tedton 2! deotM doidw: od sex: 
wite-edt eben bad G ecigie Agate de th pod b 


are pao I = eG ee anes re 
PERT Dass Ae , Ge 


“rt 


as 64 
Sphatiiea to the people, and Saul stands before them as their 
4 ing. The old seer addresses then solenmliy: The king has replaced 
 himyet: the people can witness before Yahweh as to Samuel's career 
before theme (ver 3) "Here I am: Witness before me before Yahweh, 

and before his anointed: Whose ox have I stolen? Or whose ass have. 

Bee taleen? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed? Or ot 
‘ whose hand have I taken a bribe to blind mine eyes therewith? and I 
will restore it to you." 

- of Upon the. response that he had erred in none of these points, Sam 
uel. .resuues : "Yahweh is witness. « . that ye have not found aught 
~ Maine ‘hand. " 

“up ein this. story is. suggested the legal situation during the mid- 
: dle stage of the history of this coumand against theft as sketched 
oe namely, the early agricultural period. Samuel has stolen no 

mor ass, nor has he misused his authority to crocure for hiuself 
ae Gains Each of his five specifications concern the dishonest ac-— 
| quisition of coods: or money, corresponding precisely to Ex 21«37/22.1 
| 2263/4. 236-9 now contained in the Book of the Covenant (BC). 
jerations: later the general proposition: "Thou shait not steal" 
mned up all the particular and specific "judgments". 
2) "Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neichbor." 


co 


a aenever laws in the sense of "MiSpatim" or "judicial decisions" 


rt _ 
ee tedy some provision must be imade as to the acceptance of tes-— 
tiuon pote ‘and to the | Pine oe or yeeece sgn a? os oie on 
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Bat cane 3 ‘into use there aust have been a law as to what roomate 
tut mapa o testimony. The. provision that aes word of two witnesses 
ee stituted reliavle testimony is probably at least as old as the 

¥ ecizic “judgments" dealing with oe JEx 23.1-3)- In doubt- 

and unwitnessed cases an oath was Supposed to fuarantee truth 
2011). The "Word" herecundercdiscussion seems to be & general- 
tion of all specific casese As noted berore, the zeneral laws 
Sqotatee are later than the specifice Ahab made use of two 
s witnesses, who vrought about Naboth's death, as men, likewise 
or ned, later procured the stoning of Stephen (Acts 6-11). It is 

| j thet the: ‘Tene, witness p thea and Failed RADY times, of, being ae: 


os and Hosea. 


2 ‘meaning of ‘the. cane | pe. extended to nean rae speaicing. 
th in general, the early existence of the prohibition becow ins 
- Like ely+ Such . ideas as that of the "lying spirit" that agree 

veh to de ivan, (I Ki 22.23) and that of Yahweh b Pn ye 
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nd anoint David at sethiehem (I Sa 16-62) are characteristic anthro- 
jorphisms of the day. but) they show that the conception of truth- 
3s jeaking as held, today was. then «uite foreign to the Semitic mind. 
: x this point generally see Mitchell: Ethics of the Old Testament.) 


\ 


Gy thou shalt not covet." 

/***This precept is generally regarded as a very late formulation of 
ae ral truth. This is not to say that covetousness was of late rise, 
Por*it existed, of course, from the beginning. It was at the root 
ore Ahab "s act in’ confiscating Naboth"'s vineyard. Covetousness under- 
Lies all acts of theft and forms the motive of many a wicked deed. 
The party" stories of the sinful conditions whh ch brought the: fiocod 
‘ ey on the race assume an evil heart ee 7 base of it ail. But from 


r and importance of the Hs aiden rea motive was Sanit obscured by 
i he. glare of the open deed. In no instance before the eighth century 
e joes: a prophet inveigh against covetousness aS a sin. in itself. Eli- 
Jabs sees in Ahab's (or Jezebel's) violent deed oniy the:open sins 

of mur rder and unwarranted confiscation of property, whereas similar 


in the days of Micah were interpreted as flowing from a covet-— 


ae heart. (Micah oee ClraJer, 22elsie 


# _ To'sum up*the result of thec:f oregoing paragraphs: The ‘iain pro- 
i itions of the: decalosue of Ex 20 probably do not all belong, in 
a sir’ — form. 268% the fori wet ‘the categorical: tapekasi yoo ‘to 


in is eoup ax tively late. In their earidest forms, of the commands 
ating to God (I-IV), the first is very oid while: the fourth con- 
STS an institution that may even antedate the Exodus, and which 

s surely observed in the wilderness. The third command is a corol- 
i toethe:first and perhaps nearly as old. But the second tommand . 
of very late: rise; not-appearing y as far es can be:determined, wm 
ees century. BeCe 


PEL eh : two cial medeting to bbe Seu3+Yo (V and V a as auehs 


spiofor ei etion | Sic or these. iti to. a place. 
ten. chief. moral precepts is thought pare; te have taken place: 
itivel; late. _ 
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Bes Eheceh: tee in general, "aiffor y aie among themselves 


apparent ages put. all were. doubtless cast into their concise: 
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newhere in ae age: ieee dbeaie that of the: Hoe 


The, . wat) aio ce 
~_* 


inc AY % 
“a Ly he Peet ae 


e 
-ovitos ofteizetosisdo ets (f.dh s@°1) medeidtet ds Hive: 
-ddutt+-te sottgesnco oft tsdt wode yodt Jud sysb emt Zo emerac : 
sbatw sitive? ot o¢ autetot etiup cenddoedw yYabot Sled as 34 
(etasmeaseeT {0 edt to eordie riledot im éseryiisteces Jalogieia 
".geveo tom +iede vot € Bs, 
Go noi¢siiurot efeal yrov s es Bebisyet Yilsteney ef ddese1g efat a 
poett otsi to eaw eeenetiotevoo fads yee oF tom ef ett het mae © = 
toot edt ts eaw tI egninnised eis motl ~setuos To beteize $i 
“*téban eeeceuoteveD ebisyveaniv e'dfods saitsseftacs af tos a'd at 30 
sbeeh beziolw s* Yas si evitom: edt emrot bas Stet ‘to ates i 
boolt- edt tdsvotd do ddw Snead Intaie edt To porcine = 
moti sul «file +i Yo eesd-ed+ ¢a ttsed-Iive os emuses’ eost 
-woq si# ~eysb yiise sedi to yo tent {soidde edt To awork -ef> | 
yiberscede snol eew eviton evotevos sebbid edtoto: sccndeonusiata a 
yisdies dtdgte edt “stToled sonsteaat' on al“-beebneqo-eds: to Lu 
~ifq «tieed? nit ate s es eeenesotoves seniegs ‘dgtevar sodgonaeaa gob 
enite neoo elt ylac beeb éseloiv (2'Lodesel ro), ededs mice é 
telante esoiedw ytreqotq to moitacet Sesinerresymiino ge 
~fevoo gs mort aniwolt es betetqretaib etewerlsoin: To aeyabd a 
, o(Vie Ss TeleTo SoS “iso iM) 3 


org aisi edt: edqetystsq goioseto ¢ eit to dizeot edd ail 


ot ,snoled ifs ton ob yldadorq OS ut to eugolsoeb edt ‘to enact teog 
of) Gevitezequi Lsotiozesso edt ‘to mtot edt soot) EOF, deet a edt 
-to tient} eslgionite set to sottpelioo s eA. sous to. boitec . 
ebasumoo edt #0 ,eutot destitee thedt nl -edal yleviter 25Gs08 f 
 =noo d¢tiot edt elidw blo ytev ef getit edt .(VI-T) ot x 
a doidw Sas eubout edt etebetas seve Ysa tedt panera 
os lee s ei bascmoo.btidt edT eeaentebiiv edt atk, bap 

baamiod boocee edt tif eblo es. yitsen. egadzeg Bas. 
me ai <beaioteyeb ed G80 38 38). 5. walteeds i | : et 
- ‘ eed ¥ Yiurass be “3 4 
oh "dou ET: iy bas Y) ‘qlinet edt ot bom amie 8 pre 
<a =teq tot eodetevet to ‘Fost. edt $06 bao: Bede 89 ¥: 
teed, 3Bt fonds bd: hbo ee eltete 


; 3 ie vy Soe bent 
 Leokite ot lace EN Seah boda ator 


— | m a 


— 


Be testa: the Sad ierweiion of justice’ from the hands of thainntd- 
 ualls*to the authorized executives. Some form of the eighth "word" 
dates: frou the early agricultural period, when the right to property 
| first rose to prominence. The ninth smacks of early scenes of ju- 
iad ale pewectiire and was related to the old regulations dealing wih 
_ with the law of testimony, but the conmandment itself is probably 
a late. generalization from those early svecificationse The tenth 
| Commanditent, like the second, is apparently of very late origin. As 
the second "word" is closely related to the thought of the invisibil- 
ity of the spiritual God of Israel, so the tenth penetrates to the 
- hidden depths of the human soul and seeks to stay the secret covet~ 
— ous” nevive. 


us 


~* 


i — 

a THE DATE OF THE DECALOGUE OF EXODUS 20. 

Ge. All that has prebeded tends to show that the decalogue under in- 
vestigation is not a creation of the time of ilosese It came into be- 
= -an.a far different era, under different circumstances than those. 


ae eee 


of the wilderness encampliente But exactly in what period of Israel's 
_ later history is it to be placed? That is the chiefi question, to 


eeeeet- which this investigation is made. 

- But in the interest of clearness, before the direct answer to 
Ss shawn sens is formulated, something must be said to indicate -pre- 
sely what is comprehended in the term "decalosue" here, ieee, whe- 


ler the ania as it now stands in Ex 20.2- iis or whe ther certain 
3 tate j 


. mot necessary to assume, as Ewald and many following hin 
ee soe that the original fori of the eee decal ge zue con- 


24.12)-6n the theory, however, that this decalozue took form at 
ater date, all reference to its "lapidary form" becomes irrelevant. we 
ever code of daws, according to the tradition, was inscribed on 
, it was not the- pete onuS of Fx 20. (The tradition concerns Dt ay 

gh “pe 18, . (3))e a 
Te has toon show that the several "words" now comprising this 
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a1] more Sarai (excepting X and IT), he there is no rea- 


hae ie sentences, cach of nearly equal ear For eet 
“the case of. the commandment: "Thou shalt not kill", it has al- 
Teady appeared that the original of this was probably longer. Had 
pt 12 second and tenth "words" had a longer history before being in- 
_ gorporated into this code, they might have come to us in briefer 
forme Condensation, a as Well as generalization, is usually the end 
pas a process rather than its beginning. 
0) What, then, is the form in which the decalozue of Fxodus 20 
Belch ae, probably first appeared? 
one has already been indicated (p.28) that verse 11 (Ex 20) is 
oticeably from the hand of the priestly writer. That motive for 
seping the sabbath holy was unknown to the prophetic author, or 
thors of Hx 2052-176 It formed no part off the code, esg., as the 
teronomist. (Rd) found ite The foliowing represents what is here: 
be shieved to have ‘been the original form of this decalosue, the ‘sub- 
Sealand explaining the srounds for the few chanzes and omis- 
_ sions that must be made. 


oo 
rs 
Rom. 


gene Original Form of the Decalogue of Exodus 20. 
vo, am. Yahweh, who. brought thee out of the land of Ipypt: 0) 


3+ Thou shalt have no other gods before me: ') 5. thou shalt not 
ae thyself unto them nor serve them: for I, Yahweh, am 
beet inzious God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the: 
children, upon) the: third, even upon the fourth generation, 
"and showing iovingkindness unto thousandse ae 
4 Thou shalt not make : “unto thee a graven image, nor any likeness 
bat anything in the heaven sbove, nor that is in the earth be- 
neath, or that is in the Waters under the earth.” 
Th mae not take the name.of Yahweh in vain; for Yahweh will 
guiltless that taketh his nate in vaine a: 
. sabbath day to keep it holy. 9. Six days shalt thar — 
> all thy work: 10. but.on the sabbath is a sabbath 
pe (in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 
ig thy daughter, nor thy inan-servant, nor thy maid-ser- 
nt, nor thine. Css nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor 
y stranger that is within thy gates.) 
or thy father and thy mother. S) 


alt not coumit adultery. °) 


iar sit not kill. eu 
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oe 
pall pu; shalt, not covet thy neighbor's wife, 7) thou shalt not 
raed ~ thy neighbor’ s house, (nor his man-servant, nor his maid- 
servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is thy 


neighbor's. 
Verse 


em ee ere ee ere mee nee eee ee em ee ee ee ee ee 


NOTES « 


0) _ omits "out of the House of bondage”, and its testimony appear 
ig worth: accepting. The phrase sounds hardly original. It was prob- 
fi ably 4anserted when the proper name Yahweh was enlarged to '"Yah- 
weh thy God". The conclusion from N's omission of the tare is 
ea: ‘thet Some MSS at least did not ‘have it. (Cf.Dt 5.15 and remarics 

above p+28)- 


| ‘form of this’ and the:following command calls for a word of 
| esplenation. Ferdmwans (Exodus § 132f) has called attention to the 
Ee HSTY, apparent inteopolation of “MYY w5 Ex 20.5 oy the Deuterono- 
sist ‘who wished to correct what The considered (cf.Dt24.16) a 


Lhe ht & 


doctrines A comparison of Ex 34.7 Nu 14.18 and Jer 32.18 
ne 


~~ - 


ae 20.5 justifies Eerdmans. But Herdme did not show, as he 
ae haves with reference to Ex 34.14 and 34.6,7, that the pres- 
ic 0R motive: to the. second commandment belongs partly to the firste 
(See. > also above. pe24) Eerdmans says: "Ex 20.4 did not belong to 
“te original decalogue, cecause it does violence to the connection 
etween verses 3 and 5. . » The plural U1) 5 and O72yN re- 
; 2 F baci fothe DAN DSN oe Verse 3 and cannot refer 
to ‘the (ver 4701100 Sf} 505 which is in the singular." 
thi nen, Ways intentionally or otherwise, Ex 20.4 was taken from 
its “original place’following verse 5, and the Dtc additions, 
h ‘tiake “Such poor Sense, were made. 
© nie Teconstruction above mist commend itself, especially when 
Le irst ate anges in verse. LOrlows that in verse 3 rid 


fot fexadAbd ‘snpelo} the first person sinzular s reason of 
§ gt nt am 1 Yahweh “ : ", with which it forms one 


| with, the. orevious th aaa aiee to. hold that. a. _ prophet-— 
of igi late. ‘precept would be comprehensive: e- + 
ll cases of " idel—worship familiar to the eigh % 
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Both ¥ naa LXX preserve the phrase that has fallen out of Fx 20 


che here. The presumption is that the words stood in the or tinal 


decalozue, if in fact, any of 10b was originally express bg 


) Verse 11, as said aboves belongs wholly to P. 


“ The: following motive is excluded from the orizinal code for the | 
ah “following Yreasonse First, the lanzuaze is strictly Dtc. Second, | 
_ the. testimony of LXX and N is confused, showing not only that 

| the» phrase "that it may zo well with thee" was formerly found 

. an Ex ‘but that this phrase preceded "that thy days may be long 
is the dand. ." Further, the couand is perfectly comorehensi — , 
“D. le “without any addition. (Cf.Lev 19.3 H) 


ous 


ie order of Nis preferred. 


or ‘is ‘probable that Papyrus Nash, LXX, (and Dt 5.21/18) have the 

me “original order here. The placine of the "wife" Sefore the "house" 
Rie ee wattcely compatible with the late rise of this "word". A serip— 
a : 1 error is doubtless the cause of the reversal in Ex 20.17. It 

is Boe, > that N is also nearer the original in using two 

verbs. , 1PM) and INN For the ‘same oversight that led the 

st to read T\* 1 before N Viv might well lead him to write 

nan twice. 


——— eee ee ee ee 


, did the ee die ae Ex 20 Take Borin? 
2 of four possibilities must be chosen. (1) Did it originate 
hi wae ‘inst Ber he or middle. of the eichth century, when the pro- 


ea athe OR, (2) was it after the Fall of Samaria, 
yet cefore the wicked Manasseh ascended the throne of his pi- 
er, Hezekiah, that the ten commandments came into being? Or. 
| (3)-is the*ethical decalogue a lily-zrowth, raising its pure’ 
6ve the swamplike blackness that characterized Manasseh's ~ 
on? Or, (4) finally, is it possible that these ten princi- 
their ‘present form first sprang up on foreisn soil? 
e questions may be“cast into “terms of O.T. literary criti- 
: sel (hy owes “the pfesent E decalogue a part of the original © an 
mite ycument? (2) Did JE first contain the decalogue of —_ 
/ “(3) If pre-Deuterononic, whence did Rd take his decalozue © 
212 “Ts the decalogue Heuterononic: or even exilie? 7°" 


Pe ‘between ye OD | 

iods oof. of time, ‘the: fourth has practically ‘been et 

ssio The decalogue. of Be 20 has Udy ame poe 
6: ®. ae Xf the others, the _ 
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least probable: is’the:first.-It is scarcely credivle that the ori- 
ginal E.contained this codes For had it existed then, it would 
Scarcely have*been found in the time of Rd so nearly in the same 
form,'for reasons which will apoear. 

e ©The “attempt made above: (p.13f) to separate the E and J narra- 
tives*shows conclusively that while the E story culminates in the 
declaration of the "ten words" by God from Sinai (X20) the J 
narrative leads up to the "words" contained in Ex 34, and these 
two Codes are essentially different. 

i Itsis not at all likely, in view of the faét that the present 
fori of the °two narratives is composite, that these two different 
sets of "words" are original, since they introduce a serious con- 
tradiction into the text, not at ail alleviated by the harmonistic 
device;or the broken tables and their restoration (p.43). But iff : 

One-of the.codes, at least, be original, it is surely that of Ex 
34, both because:of the evidently more primitive nature of Ex 34. 
10-26 and because, of the two narratives, FE and J, oes Re fia 
decidedly the older. It must be, then, that in the original E + 
pliace.now filled oy Ex 20.2-1/ was otherwise occupied. 
and - 738 exposition Ve eege: vor the. cacy tars or var pr paces ioth eca- 
sustitut ion are presente But FX 2001 is aot +1 eB: a a het ef the 

i BOS As such, it introduced asst of i oras™™ (now 

own) which, according to the: older tradition, were spoken by 

plohim from the holy mounte These are generally referred to as: the 

inai D"barim. . 
~~ Weisner, in his Dissertation, (Leipzig, 1893) pointed this out, 
ana arzue d that certain passages now found in Ex 20x to 23, sim- 

ilar to ‘those in Ex 34, originally constituted part of these E 
| im. And several American scholars, notrbly Mitchell 1, Kent 

and others have sought to recover these scattered fragments and 
opi as nearly as possible; the original .E deca.ogue or csdes 

D8 The sdecalogue of -Bx:20 did not forma part of E, then, in its 

@riginal forms| Rather than that, E had a code.so similar to that 

; ‘ain the: older narrative:J that in the ‘composite narrative JE actu-_. 

© febly<only. one: set of "words" appeared, altuoush that was written 

| twices namely, -in.thse:piaces corresponding to Ex 20 and 34. 

Die “It appears from this that Rje:can scarcely be held responsivie: 

soF “the. ‘insertion ‘of the :ethical decaloggue:in its.present position. 

He: did not find it in E) and it would have:ill suited his purpose 

_inco orate. from any other source a doculient which would intro- 

> su ch a “elesh between his‘ ‘Sources. ‘Thus the. second question 
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5; 7) 
fie Pinding the: decalogue either in E or JE has led Weisner and 


ers to -the:view that the version of the ten words in Dt 5 is 
e original andithat Rd substituted it for the E D'varim in Ex 20 


peeerene work of JE was revised ee “dewey with s Butt nxt 


a deeadozue of Ex 20 2 172" Lf the: previous reasoning is sound, 

_ there is but one: ansWer that reckons with all “the facts. 

- the After JE-Was written, containing, as its source E did, the Sinai 
‘Deberimy theidecalogue! of °Ex'20 was inserted at its SPaxoRY piace’ 
in-the ‘still Separate FE narrative,? and was taken thence-by Rd 
and edited for Dt 5. 

es @ ‘Bat when did this ethical decalogue take form, and what wes the. 
e* Occasion of such a suostitition? 

. ‘The Torezoing has somewhat narrowed. the possible: limits within 
which this could have taken place, and thereby, in fact, simplified 
the | further Solution of the whole question. . 
‘The work Aa Rje was done somewhere in the century between 722. 
‘a 0: BeC.**  Cornill (Finl.6.Aufl.S 84) recalls the evidence. 
itnished ‘by Ed. Meyer and Dallmann that Ey aS @ separate documenty,, 
3 us ed by the author of Deut. So that the Fphraimite narrative: 
‘eyed at least a century of lice. after it became ‘mown in Judah, 
pete even aiter its contents were fused Kieth those of Je 
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20-405, (1908) Driver: "eighth century." (1909) “seitin 
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hat Seaecettiares feasts and wemstailtae dy sundry directions as to the 
3 Wanner of sacrifice. (Ex 34 and the’ code’said to be scattered thro' 
_-BE 20- 23.) But the ation had*-geone' to an extreme’ in forms of wor- 
ship. Hezekiah found the-"hizh places" in active service, decorated 
with Mpillars® and Asherah",' and even the brassi serpent of Moses 
was the ‘object of worship by some. Even incense was offered to it. 
Hg “Ki 18) During the’ twenty-nine years of his ones Hezekiah 
sought to turn the people from these extravagances by destroying 
the enblems of the various cults; but from all the evidence at hand 
Hezekiah replaced the*foreign and idolatrous ritual only by religi- 
_ OuS ceremonies of which, it is inferred, the temple in Jerusalem 
was the center. That is, the emphasis was still upon ritial observ-— 
ance. and not upon an exalted ethical standard. It is true that ethi- 
ea! precepts were in existence, but they were not the objects’ of 
| Chief emphasis in the popular religious ideal. Religion and ethic¢s, 
“A otter words; ‘had not yet become closely identified with or even 
&ssociated with each other. 
Foo! Under Wanasseh conditions returned to'a far worse state, if one- 
eee the records, than Hezekiah had found at the beginning of 
his reign. The country was full, not only of Tyrian forms of wor- 
ship, “but Of Babylonian symbols of idolatry, (II Ki 21.3-7a,16) and 
oes himself descended to the most abominable practices. While 
Rot many! facts as to this lone’ reicn of forty-five years are civen, 
_ there is “clear indication that the prophetic party was active (II i 
BIO}. The: prophets had the idea of loyalty to Yahweh at heart. 
The history of the previous reign showed them that the emphasis 
_ must* be*placed elsewhere than upon ritual. The’‘heart must oe right. 
x he ethical side of teligion must oe placed above the ritualistic. 
_ The prophecies of Such & man as Isaiah, some of which were probably 
 alre ady circulated in written form by the year 6/5 B.C., contained 
ae kable passages emphasizing just this ideal, (Isa 1, espe) and 
othe earlier prophets such thoughts had been expressed. (Amos 5. 
=25 Hos 6.6 10.12) The school of Isaiah treasured during this 
per. the teachings. committed to it (Isa 8e16). / 
) In, this situation, what more natural than that» the loyal pro- 
ets. of Yahweh familiar with the spiritual conception of God, which 
been. growing. clearer in the: minds of the spiritual leaders. for 
_should,renew.their efforts to impress these truths upon =~ 
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as marrontis “pevihed being especially in mind) was in pra 
of, documents of great value to their reform. These comprised not 
> galy, written prophecies that are now in existence, but many -now 
lost. Or historical documents, not only the prophetic narratives of 
x -Ephraimite and.Judean writers, but the present JE was.in process 
construction, and other older Sources, referred to so often as 
hehe. chronicles of the kings of Israel" and "the chronictes of the 
| eings 6f Judah", were probably at Ae 
ee ,Of specific ethical material, all that occurs in the decalogue 
has. been Shown to have been in gS Eane by the end of the eighth 
ee century. The particular warrant for bringing this mumterial together 
into & concise code, and its placing in a literary setting where it 
ould have a maximus of influence, is to be found in the itmoral and 
id heathenish conditions characteristic of Manasseh's long reigne The 
i new emphasis upon spiritual religion furnished an adequate iis fa: 
: for replacing the D'barim of FE with the decalozue of Fx 20.2-17, 
Bie h. latter, in fact,.was made:up of ee for the most part 
poe in the legal history of the people, and was thus new primari- 
a in forte In order to. understand this, it is, of course, necessary 
3 0 get into sympathy with the point of view of that age. There was 
0. such thing as canon of Scripture. Not before 330 B.C. did the: 
la T Testament canon assume form (Steuernazel: LehrbedeEinl. in de 
: T $273.) } so. that-editorial changes in one of these documents 
’ ae Seventh century, especially when dictated by a high relig-~ 
ous ive, were.not regarded with any questioning at_all. 
<— @.remarxable parallel. is offered in the. History of 
Ch pristian POCEESBCA: in the. rise of isis ares ee reaeGat as a Brae 
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tect.and judze heresy. 

80. that the decalozue, tho it eventually found, as. the, scien a 
ed did not, a place in the. canon, was at first formulated as a 
xcise standard of loyal Yahweh worship, in a period when. the pure. 
hee on Seohian — to hawes pteaewen di: 


pasts efoterbkieh was still too early, aot only from xi, 
does his” method of reform, but from the probability Dot 


eee canonicity as we understand it succeeded the ero 
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‘fusing of Jand E by Rjev had not yet prosressed far enough. On 
bx other: hand, the: reign of Manasseh, beginning 686, fyrnishes not 
 wnly a suitable*occasion for the appearance of the decalozue, out 
by that time the work of fusing.J and E had doubtless covered the 
_ parts of the Pentateuch here concerned. For it must have been be- 

guy « at least, under Hezekiah, and was practically completed by 

_ 6D F ‘ , 

ae ‘The: invasion of the: temple-area by Babylonian forms and sym- 
bots of worship and the open encouragement of the foreizn cults 
pitti: king doubtless marxed the beginning of the definite prophet- 

tic movement to! bring ethical and Yahwistic ideais to the fore. This 
Pei enars could: have been well launched by 675. If not so early as 


= 


that; surely no later than 650, the EDhraimite: source of the Pen- 
ateuch could well have. borne the ethical decalozue, in its origi- 
1 form, in place of the E D'barime As the document had place for 


only one.such code, the D'barim were scattered or preserved, more 
or less. intact,.in the context... Later, when a Dtce editor, persuaded 
pt, the. "poo. of the daw!" apne, in amie temple: by ip lsee was the 


is rae aaa was rooted in oral ana written documents of the. 

ae ast. A few words must.be:devoted to the actual rise of the code 
ieee discussion thus far has. dealt primarily with its first pub- 

lication. It mast have had a history, as such a dofument, could not 

ae, up in a orief woment from aig As far as the history or 

3 terms is concerned, it has been possicole to show its connection 

th Isrse1' S past. But more immediately, it must have passed thro’ 

eresting process of selection from the material at hand. What, 

his mates the TG thay be Panes ae two factors were chief: 
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-of ‘the- tei century and from written 
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bute small part ofthis public utterances, and the small book 
Anos 5 While :doubtliess representative, cannot give more than a 
limpse into his active life. These ‘are comionplaces, to be sure, 
t from such “considerations it can be fairly deduced that in the 
ethical code of Ex 20 is to be seen the crystallization of the: 
wor work of such wien as Amos, Hosea, Macah and Isaiah in particular. 
uh y= ‘Such a consideration enhances the value of the decalozue in the 
estimation of its moral values. For it is seen to be another clear 
witness to that wonderful and irresistible movement that so exalted 
the people of Israel and qualified them later to lead the rest of 
- ‘world ‘to higher levels. 
The: unwritten laws of Israel have been ment i oneds The ceremon- 
_ ial Torah existed in oral form among the priests until a late date, 
ere knowne (Haggai ee But trow-an early date the people 


wh eh — possessed, what the future woud edtoases ania Ki 
“tae 11 Ki 16012 19.2). Not infrequently, the tradition is that the. 
phetic Hoang was ——— by miracies (I Ki 1724). The «c 


bpiitedien ite: tines of is petat! Ss tonite ds 
i FF, prophets, as well as priests, sometimes used their neres Fs 
private: gain (Micah 3.5ff) this only shows that there was a 
ly ‘Of truth which was accessible to the layman only through pro- 


e tradition that Moses received the decalozue from God. 
the-very beginning of this study it was remarked that for 
@ century the Mosaic authorship of, or responsibility for, the: : 
ogue had been increasingly questioned. The discussion oight | 
‘close without paying due respect to the tradition, which is. 
sible: for the belief that the ten conmanduents constitute 4. 
ion given at Sinai directly after the Exodus, for those who. 
>. the: Mosaicity of the:decalogue place great stress upon “the 
ken tradition" said to support their view. tates. 
eo inn concerns first of all the. engraving: of vertain’) 
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ve +y> issnot: consistent in its testimony if compared with the a] 
ew held later, iees, in Dt. In JE, either the) BC or’ the "words" 
Ex? 2062217 May besmeant in Ex 24.4, "And Moses wrote’ ali’ the 
rdsiof Yahweh," but as the:text stands, the former alternative 
the more’ 1¥kely. Nothing is said about tacvles of stone until 
24412. If} as°Budde'holds, (ZAW 18918 193ff) this verse formerly 
followed 20.17, it gave:Rd his motive Poi? the view in Dt 5.19/22 
that ‘the ethical decalosue’ was at that time written on stone. 
Yet, as. Goethe pointed out, the law of the stone’ tables, according 
‘38; was that in Ex 34.14-26. Dt understands that the contents of 
= BC.weretnot promulgated to»the people until just before enter-— 
; Canaan, in’ the fields of Moab. 
TBut"the® two tables of stone", called by P "the tivo tadles of 
area hentioned- i n Ex 31.180, are supposed to be the 
tables that were written on Both their sides’. .-. the vor< of God, 
theewriting®.<) .°thée writing of God" (Ex 32.15f) and also identi 
opal = ‘gatapdeayres Moses by into the ark-at Ho= 


ey at- once. benbai tea ‘fbn in the: Bir bhliy eenared ATKs “Bae 
hail Source, Ex 34, Moses prepared the tadles (34.4) anid et 
far as Can @) Learned from the indefinite suoject of the verbo oe) 
1.26)°he also wrote uson them. If JE had a tradition as to the: 
“Gt has fallen out, but as Phas it im the following context to 
5 the ar< was prepared’ after the restoration of the tables, 
126) andthe "testimony" put into it after several monthse (Ex 40 
CR. 40.1 7° with?19.1. 

a > ©The confiis ion’ inthe tradition as to the nature of the ark , 
self, “whether itself a symbol-of Yahweh's presence, or waerely a ie 
eptacle for the stone tables, may here be passed overe It was at 45 
sta receptacle for the tables of the law. But here there is eee 
ess in the. tradition, whether the place of honor was within © 
de the ark. In Dt 31.26 the bool: of the law was put beside. f 
ke Aaron’: s rod (Nu 17.10) was to be laid up "before the testi- 
there ‘the twelve rods had been placed in order to learn whom 
uld choose. Likewise a pot of manna had been kept "before. 5 ae 
pear the testimony". (Ex 16232f). This is consistent. with 
“that the stones alone were in the ark. Yet in. the » etter 
of the Christien era i was believed that the pot. of manne 
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decaloziie Was written or received by Moses? This, it mst be admit- 
ted, depends upon the results of the literary analysis of the Pen- 
tateuch and of the meanings of the term "law of jloses", eece, EZ 302, 
and Similar terms. In the place adduced, the reference is plai 
Dt 12s 5,6, @ rather late law. 

: “Tf the decalogue of Ex 20, as, it is believed, has been convine~ 
ingly shown, Was pia aced where: it stands long ameer its context was 
uA the: testimony of JE, doubtful at beets b comes null and 

ids But that situation of the text once epithet, an 


1d especial-~ 
ly after it was incorporated into the combination JED by Rd,the im- 
pression naturally spread abroad that the words of Ex 20.2-17.were 


sposen.at.Sinai. 
sn lOO, Much.stress has Deen laid upon New Testaivent + 
the Mosaic.orizin of the ten commandments... There is a suggestive 
Teticence-in the.phrase, "Ve have heard that:it was said to them of 
“Old> tite," (Mt 5621,27,33 cf. 538,43).used by Jesus in addressing 
Jewish: people. In. Mt. 15.4,.referring to some of the commandments, 
thevexpressionm is,|"For God said:" and in Mt. 19.17 it is,"Keep the 
Commandments: In Mx 10%19 Jesus says: "Thou knowest the command- 
tientss’) In-answer to.the lawyer's question (Lk 10.25) Jesus answered) 
“What is written,in the, law?",And in another case, (Lk 18.18) he 
Uses. the formula: "Thou. knowest, the comuandments." In none of these 
Gases in the. name; of. Moses. coupled. with the decalogues But while 
the, ten. coumandments in particular are not specified as from Moses, 
it is. well <nown that.the:0.T.. laws in general are coupled, win NeT. 
and. late O.T. times, with his name. In Mk 10.4 Jesus ascribes the 
divorce law. to Moses, but.this comes under the form of expression 
‘that ascribes all Pentateuchal legislation to hime The divorce law 
Of; Dt».24<1, to, which Jesus refers, is represented in older records only 
by, @ sort of magic test, for, unchastitye 
> shethat this really, was.the.case, namely, that the term "law of Mos- 
 @Sucame to ve synonymous’ with ancient. law in <eneral is show by a 
” few striking instances.In I Sa 30.24 it is related that David es- 
tablished the law "as his share;is that goeth down to battle, so 
7 _ shall his: share. be that tarrieth by the vageaze," and the law con- 
Seat cthkcoughaist- later..yearss But in Nu 31.35ff P this law is said 
 tohave ‘been declared by Yahweh to Moses. WeR-Swith first called at- 
tention to this, and used it as. an iilustration of the. view held by 
ay later|.Jews, that the law was given to Moses potentially, later 
aK. ements Deine. Pagpiaedita him.on this gerade, Side albies 
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Book of Deut..there must result a conviction that at the. close .or 
the seventh century B.C. there existed laws that showed ereat, im- 


provement upon those.recorded in older documents. Yet vy still lat- 
er writers the laws of Deut. are quoted as Mosaic. 

‘The. explanation of, W.R.Smith above referred to is_ entirely sat- 
isfactory. If it be accepted, the existence of a tradition that the 
decalozue comes from the age of Moses_is no proot that such was the 
case. This investigation began with the assumption that the ques- 
tion was. not. closed. even by an “unbroken tradition". It closes with 
the. persuasion that the last half century of critical research has 
actueliy "broken" the tradition of the Mosaic origin of the ten 
meres tt the beginning the adjective "an 1onymous" was used of the 

calocuee At the close the same predicate must ve affirmed. It is 
an anonymous document stiil. 

A final word as to the value of the theory here constructed. 

It is worth more to possess a moral-instrument shaped and sharpened 
upon the anvil of human thought and tempered by the heat of real 
forces in human experience than to behold @ copy of a never so per- 
fect law, revealed in its perfection to a people to whom its very 
rudiments were a mystery. 

The moral law means more: to men cf today becaise men of a former 
day, in the stress of their own struggles for individual and nation- 
al existence, forged these bonds whith should link them to their 

' God and to each other. Their reform was not accomplished in their 

_ day; perfection has not even yet been reached: but the prophets of 

_ those wonderfully fertile centuries in the history of religion in 

| the-world have given the most convincing proou of their inspiration 
_ in this wonderful document. 

" After all, is it not fully as marvellous that God should have put 
it into the hearts of some men- now nameless- in the seventh century 
» B.C. to emphasize these ten principles of the moral life, es that he 
‘Should have declared them himself from the top of a mountain in the 
x: thirteenth century B.C.? The former supposition has the additional 
“consideration to support it that in the seventh century the:recipi- 
— were — +o i rSteee the law,which Would have been an enig-— 


BP egocue. If ba had aa established the ie iad of Tae upon 
‘this foundation, he would not belong to the greatest heroes of 
kind . . « Moses shows — — be a Saas in pedagogy spt! 
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ave them no superfluous ballest but only what they could grasp 
md what they needed; not philosophical speculation, nor dogmatic 
Struction, but life, the most vital life, religious life, moral 


ad the Constitution of the United states been revealed by 
agency to the Pilgrim Fathers, if su¢h a thing oe at all con- 
le, it would still be the wonderful document that it now is, 
sould not have meant much to that colony of pionserse It re- 
“its value to Americans because it came out of the struggle, 

nd pain of colonial experience. So the decalozue is a more 
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